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How to Get a Driving Licence in Ireland: The Complete Step-by-Step
Guide
Securing a driving licence in Ireland is a significant turning point. Whether someone is a teen eager for
independence or an adult moving to the Emerald Isle, the Irish driving system is thorough, structured, and
designed to produce safe, proficient roadway users.

Browsing the procedure can feel overwhelming in the beginning look, involving theory tests, necessary lessons,
and practical tests managed by the Road Safety Authority (RSA) and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS).
This comprehensive guide breaks down every step required to get a complete Irish driving licence.

1. Check the Prerequisites and Age Limits
Before starting the journey, an applicant needs to guarantee they fulfill the minimum age requirements and
residency rules for the specific vehicle classification they want to drive.

Car Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds (two or three wheels, max speed 45 km/h) 16 years A1/
A2/ A Motorcycles (depending on engine power) 16-- 24 years B Cars and light automobiles 17 years W Work
vehicles (tractors, land tractors) 16 years

Additionally, applicants need to be generally resident in Ireland. This suggests living in the State for a minimum
of 185 days in each fiscal year because of personal or occupational ties.

2. Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT)
The extremely first official Drivers License Ireland step is showing a foundational understanding of the Rules of
the Road.

Booking the Test: Candidates can schedule their Driver Theory Test (DTT) online by means of the official
Driver Theory Test site. The charge is currently EUR45 for vehicle motorists (Category B).

The Exam: The test is computer-based, including 40 multiple-choice concerns. Candidates must answer at
least 35 concerns correctly within 45 minutes to pass.

Preparation: Studying the official Rules of the Road book and utilizing online practice apps are strongly
recommended.

When passed, the prospect receives a Theory Test Certificate, which stands for two years.

3. Obtain a Learner Permit
With the theory test certificate in hand, the next stage is requesting the Learner Permit. This permits the specific
to drive on public roads, provided particular conditions are fulfilled (such as showing L-plates and being
accompanied by a certified driver).

Applications are processed by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS). Applicants can apply online (if they
have a Public Services Card and a MyGovID account) or in person by appointment.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


What to Bring to an NDLS Appointment:

Completed student license application form (if applying in paper kind).

The DTT certificate.

Evidence of identity (e.g., a valid passport).

Proof of residency in Ireland.

Evidence of PPS number (e.g., a payslip, medical card, or tax file).

A vision report type (completed by an optician or doctor, if needed).

2 similar current passport-sized photographs.

Application charge (EUR85).

4. Total Essential Driver Training (EDT)
For Category B (car) drivers, completing Essential Driver Training (EDT) is a legal requirement before sitting the
driving test.

The Structure: EDT consists of 12 obligatory one-hour lessons provided by an Approved Driving Instructor
(ADI).

The Logbook: Each lesson covers a particular syllabus, tracked in an official logbook by the ADI.

Practice Between Lessons: Learners should permit at least 2 weeks between lessons 1 and 11 to acquire
practical driving experience. They are likewise strongly motivated to practice with a sponsor-- somebody who
has held a complete driving licence for a minimum of 2 years.

EDT Lesson Number Topic Covered Lesson 1 Controls and safety checks Lesson 2 Appropriate placing Lesson 3
Altering direction (turning left and right) Lesson 4 Development management Lesson 5 Right positioning
(complex scenarios) Lesson 6 Anticipation and observation Lesson 7 Concern (traffic management) Lesson 8
Mirror usage and signaling Lesson 9 Speed management Lesson 10 Driving in traffic Lesson 11 Spatial
awareness and turning safely Lesson 12 Night driving, summary, and test preparation

5. Pass the Driving Test
After completing the 12 EDT lessons, the learner must hold their license for a obligatory minimum of 6 months
before they are legally enabled to schedule the useful driving test.

Scheduling the Test: Applications are sent online through the RSA website. The basic charge for a cars and
truck driving test is EUR85. Due to require, there may be a waiting list.

Vehicle Requirements: The car used for the test must be roadworthy, display valid tax, insurance coverage,
and an NCT disc (if relevant), and have working lights, indications, and tyres with adequate tread depth. L-
plates must be clearly shown on the front and back.

The Practical Test Includes:

The "Show Me, Tell Me" concerns: Vehicle security checks regarding under-the-bonnet parts and
interior controls.

Technical checks: Questions on hand signals and braking systems.

The drive: Approximately 30 to 40 minutes of driving in different traffic conditions, following directions
given by the tester, plus reversing around a corner and a turnabout (three-point turn). Hill begins may
also be tested.



6. Make an application for the Full Driving Licence
Success on the driving test brings the journey to its last: getting the full, unlimited driving licence.

The Certificate of Competency: Upon passing the useful test, the tester issues a Certificate of Competency.
This document stands for two years, implying the candidate needs to make an application for their complete
licence within this window.

Using to the NDLS: The last licence application can be submitted online or face to face at an NDLS centre.

Requirements for the Full Licence:

The Certificate of Competency.

The existing Learner Permit.

Evidence of identity and PPS number (if not currently confirmed by means of a Public Services Card).

Application charge:

1-year licence: EUR35 (typically for medical factors)

10-year licence: EUR55 (requirement for the majority of grownups)

Summary Checklist for Success
To keep the process clear, hopeful chauffeurs can follow this quick checklist:

1. Age Check: Ensure eligibility based on the automobile classification.

2. Theory Test: Study the Rules of the Road and pass the DTT.

3. Student Permit: Apply through the NDLS and protect the permit.

4. EDT Lessons: Complete all 12 obligatory lessons with an ADI.

5. Wait Period: Hold the permit for a minimum of 6 months and practice routinely.

6. Dry run: Book and pass the RSA driving test.

7. Complete Licence: Submit the Certificate of Competency to the NDLS to get the complete licence.

While getting a driving licence in Ireland needs a substantial investment of time, money, and effort, the
structured system guarantees that everybody hitting the road is completely equipped to drive securely and with
confidence. Safe driving!


