
The first time I booked a moonwalk for a backyard birthday, the smiles started before the blower switched on. A
square of vinyl turned a patch of grass into a destination. The kids took laps like marathoners, then collapsed in a
tangle of socks and giggles. The adults finally had a few guilt-free hours to chat. That mix of simple joy and
practical relief is why inflatable party rentals keep showing up on calendars for birthdays, school events, and
summer block parties.

Moonwalks, bounce houses, water slides, and combo units are more than colorful distractions. When handled by a
professional, they are reliable tools for managing flow, entertaining mixed ages, and creating a focal point for
photos and memories. The details matter though. Size, power, anchoring, weather, supervision, insurance, and
cleaning standards can turn a great idea into a great day, or a near miss. If you have ever typed inflatable rentals
near me and felt overwhelmed by options, this guide will help you sort signal from noise.

What qualifies as a moonwalk today
Moonwalk rentals used to mean a basic square bounce house with netted sides. That classic still works beautifully,
especially for party rentals for kids birthday ages three to eight. Over the last decade the category widened into:

Classic bounce houses, also called inflatable bounce house rental or moonwalk rentals, typically 13 by 13 or 15
by 15 feet, with a single entrance ramp.

Combo bounce house with slide rental, which adds a basketball hoop, a climbing wall, and a slide. Dry or wet
versions exist. Good for ages four to eleven.

Water slide rentals for summer parties, from 12 feet tall for toddlers to 22 feet for teens and adults. Some
feature dual lanes to reduce lines.

Obstacle courses and interactive sports inflatables, popular for inflatable rentals for school events, church
picnics, and neighborhood festivals.

Toddler units designed with lower walls, softer climbs, and activities scaled to ages two to five.

When a company lists party rentals with inflatables, you will see these categories. For a backyard birthday party
entertainment plan with mixed ages, a combo unit often hits the sweet spot. If your event leans older or has 40
plus kids cycling through, a dual lane slide or a 30 to 40 foot obstacle course keeps energy moving and lines short.



Space, surface, and setup that operators wish clients would confirm
Space is more than footprint. A 13 by 13 moonwalk needs at least 15 by 15 feet of clear, flat ground, plus 16 feet
of vertical clearance to avoid tree limbs and eaves. A 15 by 15 asks for roughly 18 by 18 feet and 17 to 18 feet of
height. Water slides require more. A 20 foot tall slide may need 38 to 45 feet in length including the runout pool,
18 to 22 feet in width, and a true 22 feet of overhead clearance.

Surfaces matter. The safest and simplest base is grass, which lets crews stake the unit with 18 to 30 inch steel
stakes at the anchor points. Asphalt or concrete work with heavy sandbags or water weights. Pavers are trickier
because weight distribution can shift and gaps can pinch the vinyl. Decks are possible only if the deck is wide,
strongly built, and the rental company approves the load limits. Dirt works, but dust sticks to wet vinyl and can
clog zippers. Wet slides on dirt often leave a mud ring around the pool.

Slope is the quiet villain. Most units require a surface that is within a few degrees of level. If a marble starts rolling,
the slope is probably too steep. Crews can shim slightly with mats, but there is a limit. A tilted slide or bounce
house pushes weight to one side and strains seams. If your yard has a pronounced grade, consider the driveway
with sandbag anchors, or position the unit perpendicular to the slope to minimize tilt.

Access paths also rule the day. Crews wheel 200 to 400 pounds of vinyl on dollies. If the gate is narrower than 36
inches, or if the path has tight turns, long stairs, or soft mulch, communicate that. There are workarounds, but
they add time and labor. Professional companies ask for photos, a short video walkthrough, or a sketch to confirm
the plan.

Power, water, and the quiet infrastructure that keeps air in the walls
Every inflatable stays up because a blower constantly pushes air inside. Blowers are measured in horsepower. A
standard 13 by 13 uses a 1 to 1.5 HP blower that draws 7 to 12 amps. Larger combos and slides may use two
blowers, up to 20 to 24 amps combined. They need dedicated 110 to 120 volt household circuits with GFCI
protection, not shared with fridges, AC units, or DJ systems. A single outdoor outlet often shares a circuit with the
garage or kitchen. Trip it once and you will understand why pros carry testers and extra cords.



Extension cords should be heavy gauge, ideally 12 gauge for runs up to 100 feet. Thin orange cords from the
holiday bin heat up, drop voltage, and stress motors. Crews often bring the right cords. Ask anyway. It is not
nitpicking, it is mechanical sympathy.

For water slides, a standard garden hose with decent city water pressure is enough. Most slides recirculate water in
the splash area, so a moderate trickle keeps the surface slick. Expect 3 to 7 gallons per minute during use, less if
you throttle the spigot. In drought conditions, consider dry slides or foam-free alternatives, or check inflatable
water slide local rules. Many families set a timer to run water in shorter cycles and still keep the slide fun.

Safety standards that separate hobbyists from professionals
I have declined events because the wind called the shots. That decision is part of safe and insured inflatable rentals.
The critical numbers most operators follow:

Maximum sustained wind for operation is 15 to 20 mph depending on the unit and manufacturer. Gusty days
can be worse than steady breezes because kids are lighter and slides catch wind like sails. Crews should bring
an anemometer, not just eyeball the trees.

Anchoring is non-negotiable. Stakes go in at 45 degrees, fully seated, with tethers tight and backed up by
secondary safety straps. On hard surfaces, sandbags must be heavy enough and positioned correctly, not just
stacked randomly.

Supervision must be constant. One attentive adult can safely manage a classic bounce house for 6 to 8 kids.
Slides and obstacle courses benefit from two supervisors, one at entry and one at exit, to keep the flow
moving and prevent pileups.

Age and size mixing is where injuries happen. Toddlers under four should not bounce with teens. Smart
operators set capacity signs and give a short briefing: remove shoes and jewelry, no flips, one child per slide
lane at a time, feet first on slides.

A reputable local party rental company near me will also maintain a written cleaning protocol. Between events,
units are vacuumed, spot scrubbed, sanitized with a child safe disinfectant, rinsed, and dried fully to avoid mildew.
If a company cannot explain their cleaning chemicals and process, keep calling.

Insurance is not a checkbox, it is protection for everyone. Ask for a certificate of insurance showing general liability,
often one or two million dollars in coverage. Some schools and municipalities require to be listed as additionally
insured. That step usually takes a day or two, so do not leave it to the last minute.

What you really pay for, and typical price ranges
Rates vary by region, season, and inventory quality, but you can sketch reasonable ranges. A standard inflatable
bounce house rental, 13 by 13, often runs 120 to 250 dollars for an all day bounce house rental, with delivery,
setup, and pickup included within a local radius. Larger 15 by 15 themed units might be 180 to 300 dollars.

Combo units usually range 220 to 400 dollars dry, 260 to 450 dollars wet. Single lane water slide rentals often
land between 260 and 500 dollars depending on height. Dual lane slides, obstacles, and big interactive games
move into 400 to 900 dollars, with school or corporate rates sometimes discounted for weekday bookings or
multiple units.

Affordable inflatable rentals usually come from efficiencies in routing and maintenance, not from skipping safety. If
the quote is far lower than the market, ask what is missing. Delivery fees for distances beyond a base zone, setup
on concrete with sandbags, or late night pickups may add to the total. Most operators take a 25 to 50 percent
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nonrefundable retainer to hold a date, with a fair weather policy that converts it to a rain check if wind or storms
make operation unsafe.

Choosing the right unit for the crowd you expect
Match the inflatable to the energy level, not just the age. A preschool party of twelve can bounce happily in a 13
by 13. A class party of thirty third graders will overwhelm it. For school field days, lean toward obstacle courses
and multi-lane slides to reduce idle time. For backyard birthday party entertainment with cousins ranging from
three to ten, a combo bounce house with slide rental spreads kids across zones so they self regulate. The built in
basketball hoop becomes a surprise hit, but hide hard balls and use soft foam.

If your yard is tight, measure precisely and ask for the layout footprint including blower and access. There are
compact 12 by 12 bounce houses that fit townhouse yards. If shade is limited, consider a unit with a covered roof
to keep surfaces cooler. Dark colored vinyl heats faster in July sun. Operators sometimes carry shade sails or
recommend mid day water slide rentals for summer parties with the hose set on low.

For event inflatable rentals at schools and churches, redundancy saves the day. Two medium units keep the line
moving better than one giant showpiece, and if a blower trips a breaker, the second line still runs while you reset
power.

The booking timeline and the quiet art of delivery windows
Spring and early summer Saturdays book out first. For May and June weekends, many families reserve 4 to 6
weeks in advance. For fall festivals, schools start calling in August. Weekdays and Sundays are easier to grab on
shorter notice.

Delivery windows protect logistics. A company might promise arrival between 8 and 11 for a 1 pm start. That is
not hedging, it is how crews handle traffic, unexpected gate issues, and weather delays. If your party has a sharp
start time, tell the scheduler and request an earlier window. I have arrived at 7 am for a noon event when access
was tight and the client needed extra time to decorate around the inflatable.

Expect a 20 to 40 minute setup for a simple bounce house, and up to 60 to 90 minutes for large slides or multiple
units, plus hose runs and power testing. Teardowns are quicker, but water slides need a few minutes to drain. If
the inflatable sits on clean grass, crews can roll without leaving a trace. On dirt or after rain, plan for a little
cleanup.

Weather calls, rain checks, and what happens when the radar is noisy
Operators track radar like pilots. A light passing shower is not a problem for a dry moonwalk if the unit is zipped
closed and the blower stays on. For heavy rain, we power down and cover the blower. Water slides love warm rain,
but lightning within 10 miles stops play. When wind readings hover near the limits, a professional will
communicate clearly and may postpone, substitute a lower profile unit, or offer a credit. Reputable companies
build their policies around manufacturer guidelines and ASTM standards, not just personal opinion.

If you have a tent, keep it 10 plus feet away from the inflatable to avoid stake line conflicts. Never tether a tent to
an inflatable. It sounds obvious until someone does it.

The neighbor factor, permits, and HOA rules



Noise is usually acceptable. Blowers sound like a shop vacuum. Set them 15 to 25 feet from seating if possible. If
you are in a tight urban courtyard, warn the neighbor who works night shifts. Most cities do not require permits
for backyard party rentals, but public parks often do, and they may require a certificate of insurance and list the
park district as additionally insured. Some parks also ban stakes. That one detail can kill a plan for a 22 foot slide,
since sandbags become unwieldy at that scale.

Homeowners associations sometimes prohibit inflatables visible from the street, or restrict deliveries before 9 am.
Check before you place the order so you can choose a backyard position or a unit that fits behind fencing.

Cleaning, materials, and how to tell quality vinyl from tired inventory
Vinyl weight is rated in ounces per square yard. Most commercial inflatables use 15 to 18 ounce PVC vinyl, with
double stitched or quadruple stitched seams, reinforced stress points, and heavy duty zippers with hook and loop
covers. Residential grade inflatables that you buy online use thinner material and small blowers, not designed for
the wear of event use. Reputable rental companies rotate inventory and retire units when patch counts rise or
colors fade.

Ask how often units are sanitized and how they dry them. The answer you want is after every rental, with a
hospital grade or EPA registered disinfectant safe for contact surfaces, a rinse if required, and a full dry in a climate
controlled or shaded area to prevent mildew. On hot days, crews may wipe surfaces again at delivery. If the unit
arrives visibly wet without explanation, it might have been cleaned that morning, or it might have been rolled in
the rain the night before. Communication is the difference.

What to ask your rental company before you book
Here is a compact set of questions that make conversations efficient and clear:

Are you insured, and can you send a certificate naming my venue if needed?

What power and water requirements does this specific unit have, and will you provide heavy gauge cords and
GFCI protection?

How much space, including height and blower clearance, does this unit need, and can you work with my
surface?

What is your weather policy for wind and storms, and how do you decide on postponement?

How do you clean and sanitize your units between events, and how do you handle muddy or wet pickups?

Strong answers here usually correlate with a team that shows up on time, sets up cleanly, and treats your yard
and guests with respect. This is the heart of safe and insured inflatable rentals.

A quick site readiness check the day before delivery
Measure the space and confirm a clear path 36 inches wide from driveway to setup spot.

Mow and clear pet waste, toys, and branches so vinyl stays clean and stakes set well.

Locate a dedicated outlet within 75 to 100 feet, and test it with a phone charger for basic function.

If booking a water slide, attach the hose and check for leaks or weak pressure.

Plan adult supervision shifts so no one is stuck on duty for five hours straight.

Small prep tasks like these save 30 minutes of scrambling at delivery time and keep crews focused on a careful
setup.



The difference between all day bounce house rental and hourly rates
Many operators advertise all day rentals, which usually means delivery in the morning and pickup in the late
afternoon or early evening, a 6 to 10 hour window. Hourly rates appear more at festivals where a unit is staffed. If
you need a moonwalk overnight for a backyard sleepover, ask about security and dew. Some vinyl absorbs
morning condensation, and crews prefer to pick up in the evening to keep units dry. Overnight fees exist to cover
extra cleaning time when a unit sits under trees or near sprinklers.

For school events, per hour staffed rates make sense because the company provides attendants and insurance
requirements often demand it. For a private backyard event, unstaffed all day bounce house rental is common,
with the client providing supervision. Clarify which model you are booking.

When a water slide is the smart choice, even beyond July
Water slides feel like summer staples, but they solve other problems. If your backyard has only a small flat area
near the driveway, a compact 15 to 17 foot slide set on concrete with sandbags can fit where a wide bounce
house cannot. If your child tends to get overwhelmed by group play, a slide creates natural spacing. Kids climb,
take a turn, walk back, and queue. That rhythm reduces collisions and gives adults a chance to coach shy kids into
the fun.

In shoulder seasons, some companies offer hybrid slides that run dry with slick vinyl lanes and foam blocks at the
end. They are not as fast as wet, but they keep the thrill while jackets are still hanging by the door.

Don’t forget the rest of the event
Inflatables carry the headline, but the supporting cast makes the day. Shade for the seating area, a folding table
for cups and towels, and simple traffic rules help. For parties with many young kids, consider adding a toddler play
zone with foam mats and ride-on toys next to the big unit so parents with littles have a safe corner. Concessions
like cotton candy and snow cones are fun, but assign one adult to that station to avoid syrup puddles and sticky
electrical cords. A company offering party equipment rentals with setup can bundle these items, saving on
separate delivery fees.

If you are browsing a catalog of party rentals with inflatables, look for packages that include generators when
outlets are far away, or attendants for large public events. Those add-ons cost more, but they can be worth every
dollar when you have 200 wristbanded kids in a school parking lot and you need a crew that runs like clockwork.

A note on sourcing and the value of local
Typing local party rental company near me pulls up a mix of franchises, side gigs, and established family-owned
operators. Local companies who live in the neighborhoods they serve have an incentive to avoid lawn damage, to
call if they hit traffic, and to keep inventory fresh. They know which parks ban stakes, which cul-de-sacs wind too
tight for a box truck, and where to park without blocking a neighbor’s mailbox.

National directories and marketplaces are fine for browsing, but once you find candidates, read recent reviews for
specifics about punctuality, cleanliness, and how crews handled adversity. Did they arrive during a drizzle and
patiently wait for a safe break to set up, or did they push to inflate in marginal wind? That judgment is what you
hire.

Where moonwalks shine, and when to choose something else



Moonwalks shine at birthdays where photos matter and parents want a central, safe space to gather. Water slide
rentals anchor summer block parties because they cut through heat and keep kids onsite rather than running back
and forth to a neighbor’s sprinkler. Obstacle courses and interactive sports games like soccer darts or basketball
free throws keep a wide age range engaged at school carnivals.

There are cases to avoid inflatables. If your yard is all sharp gravel or the only access has a flight of narrow stairs,
do not force it. If your microclimate gusts to 25 mph by midday, a park shelter with crafts, yard games, and a face
painter might beat a moonwalk battle with the weather. The best operators will say no when the setup is unwise,
and offer alternatives or a credit.

Final practical tips from the field
Have towels ready if you book a slide. Station a shoe bin near the entrance of any bounce house, or you will find
sneakers scattered to the fence line. Keep a small trash can near the inflatable to cut down on snack wrappers
inside. If the blower power trips, send the kids off the unit calmly, turn the blower switch off, reset the breaker or
GFCI, and only then switch the blower back on. If you see sagging walls or hear a whistle of escaping air from a
zipper, call the company. Most fixes are quick, like closing a relief vent fully.

For kids party inflatable rentals, the smiles come easy, but the best days feel effortless because the host and the
rental team shared details in advance. Good companies make it easy, from clear pricing to texted ETAs. When you
find one that treats your yard like their own and your guests like family, bookmark them. Inflatable party rentals
are classic for a reason. They turn ordinary homes into event spaces, and a standard Saturday into a celebration
that lingers well past pickup.


