10 Things We All Do Not Like About Belgium Drivers License

Navigating the Road: A Comprehensive Guide to the Belgium Driver's
License

Obtaining and maintaining a driver's license in Belgium can look like a challenging process, particularly given the
nation's specific regional regulations and high requirements for road safety. Whether a citizen is a fresh-faced
teen excited to get behind the wheel or a global expat moving to the heart of Europe, understanding the Belgian

licensing system is essential for legal and positive driving.

This guide breaks down whatever one needs to understand about getting, converting, and renewing a motorist's

license in Belgium.

1. The Pathway to a Belgian Driver's License (Category B)

For the majority of people, the basic automobile driver's license is called Category B. The journey to securing this

card includes 2 primary obstacles: the theoretical exam and the practical test.

Before hitting the roadway, students must understand the two primary paths to learning how to drive in Belgium:

the Free Training System (with a guide) and the Driving School System.

Action 1: The Theoretical Exam

Before supporting the wheel for lessons, candidates must pass a computer-based theory test.

® Format: 50 multiple-choice questions in 15 minutes.
* Passing Score: At least 41 out of 50.

* Essential Rule: Major traffic infractions lead to a deduction of 5 points, implying a single major error can

lead to failure.

* Languages: Available in French, Dutch, German, and English (through an interpreter).

Action 2: Choosing a Learning Pathway

As soon as the theory exam is passed, candidates get a provisional driving license ( rijbewijs op voorhand/ permis

de conduire provisoire). They can choose between two primary methods of learning:

Feature Free Training (With Guide) Driving School System Minimum Practice Hours 1,500 km or 3 to 36 months
practice 20 hours of professional guideline Accompanying Person(s) Requires 1 or 2 guides who satisfy
particular requirements (e.g., clean driving record for the past 3 years) None required after the initial 20 hours
(can drive solo) Validity of Provisional License 36 months 18 or 36 months (depending on solo vs. guided

driving) Cost Lower (fuel and lorry wear) Higher (expert lesson costs)

Step 3: The Practical Exam

After completing the mandatory practice hours and reaching the age of 18, candidates can take the useful driving

test. This examination consists of two parts:

1. Off-road maneuvers: Performed on a closed course (supporting in a straight line, parallel parking, kipping

down a confined space).



2. On-road driving: Testing the candidate's ability to browse normal traffic safely while complying with all road

indications and speed limitations.

2. Exchanging a Foreign License in Belgium

For expats transferring to Belgium, the guidelines concerning foreign chauffeur's licenses depend completely on

the releasing country.

EU/ EEA Citizens

Motorists holding a license released by a member state of the European Union (EU) or the European Economic
Area (EEA) can generally utilize their license in Belgium till it ends. However, voluntary registration with the local

municipal workplace ( Gemeente/ Administration Communale) is advised.

Non-EU/ Non-EEA Citizens

Non-EU licenses are normally legitimate for 185 days after signing up as a resident in a Belgian town. Within this

window, the license needs to be converted into a Belgian motorist's license.
Conditions for conversion:

* The foreign license needs to be valid.
* The chauffeur needs to have been a legal resident in Belgium for a minimum of 185 days before applying.

e Particular countries have reciprocal arrangements with Belgium, allowing a direct swap without testing. Other

nationalities might be needed to retake the theoretical and/or practical tests.

3. Structure and Categories of Belgian Licenses

Belgium utilizes the standardized European Union credit-card-style chauffeur's license. Depending on the type of

lorry, different categories use.

Common License Categories

® Category AM: Mopeds and light quadricycles (speed restricted to max 45 km/h). Minimum age: 16.

* Category A1, A2, A: Motorcycles of varying engine sizes and power outputs. Minimum age ranges from 18
to 24.

* Classification B: Standard automobiles and light vans (approximately 3,500 kg, developed for an optimum of

8 guests). Minimum age: 18.

e Category BE/ C/ D: Towing heavy trailers, medium-to-heavy trucks, and buses/coaches respectively. These

need advanced medical checks and specialized screening.

4. Credibility, Renewal, and Points to Remember

Driving legally in Belgium requires keeping administrative information as much as date.

License Validity Periods

* Requirement EU Card: The physical card itself usually needs to be restored every 10 years (this is an

administrative renewal to upgrade the photo and personal information, not a re-testing of driving skills).



* Maedical Checks: Drivers holding heavy vehicle licenses (C and D classifications) should go through regular

medical exams every 3 to 5 years to keep credibility.

Vital Rules of the Road in Belgium
* Right-of-way ( Priorité de droite): Unless otherwise suggested by signs, traffic originating from the best
constantly has the right of way at crossways. This is among the most common pitfalls for foreign motorists.

* Speed Limits:

o Built-up locations: 30 km/h or 50 km/h (depending upon the region/municipality).

© OQutdoors built-up locations: 70 km/h to 90 km/h (varies by region: Flanders, Wallonia, and Brussels have

slightly different standard limitations).
© Highways ( Autoroutes): 120 km/h.

* No Tolerance: Driving under the impact of alcohol is strictly penalized. The legal blood alcohol limitation is
0.22 mg/L breathed out breath (approx. 0.05% BAC), and significantly lower for amateur chauffeurs (0.02%
BAC).

Summary Checklist for New Drivers in Belgium

To Belgisch Rijbewijs ensure a smooth procedure when getting or managing a Belgian motorist's license, keep
this list helpful:

® Pass an eye test and basic medical fitness check if needed.
e Study and pass the theoretical examination (legitimate for 3 years).
® Choose between the Free Training or Driving School pathway.
* Total the minimum needed driving hours and practice securely.
® Pass the practical test.
® Register the passed license at the local community office ( Gemeente/ Commune).
® Ensure the physical card is renewed every 10 years.
Navigating the Belgian chauffeur's license system needs patience and adherence to strict protocols, once earned,

it opens up the flexibility to check out Belgium's abundant landscapes and the wider European roadway network

with confidence.


https://snelrijbewijs.com/

