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Injury Lawyers

Who is at fault if you hit a cyclist in

(303) 209-9395

A bicycle crash can turn an ordinary afternoon into months of medical appointments, missed work, insurance
calls, and financial pressure. The physical injuries are often only part of the problem. Riders also face damaged
bikes, ongoing pain, disputes over fault, and the frustrating realization that insurers do not always treat a cyclist

fairly. That is where a Bicycle Accident Lawyer can make a real difference.

People often hesitate to call a lawyer because they assume the crash was minor, the driver's insurer will handle
things reasonably, or the legal process will be more trouble than it is worth. Sometimes those assumptions hold.
Often they do not. In practice, bicycle collision cases can become complicated quickly, especially when the
injured rider has a concussion, a fractured wrist, road rash with scarring, a shoulder injury, or a knee problem that

lingers long after the emergency room visit.

A good lawyer does far more than file paperwork. The right attorney steps in early, preserves evidence before it
disappears, calculates losses that are easy to overlook, and keeps an injured cyclist from being pushed into a
quick, low settlement. That support matters whether the crash happened in a bike lane, at a four-way stop, in a

crosswalk, or on a rural road where a motorist claimed they “never saw” the rider.

Why bicycle cases are different from ordinary car wrecks



Bicycle crashes are not just car accidents with smaller vehicles. They present their own dynamics, both medically
and legally. A cyclist has almost no physical protection, so even a low-speed impact can produce serious injuries.
A driver backing out of a driveway at 10 mph may leave a cyclist with a broken collarbone, facial injuries, or a

traumatic brain injury despite a helmet.

There is also a bias issue that many riders have felt firsthand. Some adjusters, witnesses, and even police officers
may start with assumptions that cyclists are hard to see, move unpredictably, ignore traffic rules, or “take risks.”
Those assumptions are not evidence, but they can shape how a claim is handled. A Bicycle Accident Lawyer

knows how to push back with facts, not emotion.

The evidence in bicycle cases can also be more fragile. Skid marks fade. Nearby businesses record over
surveillance footage. Damage to a carbon frame may be misunderstood by someone who does not know
bicycles. Road design defects, debris, or poor signage can matter, but only if someone documents them
promptly. In one common scenario, a rider is taken by ambulance from the scene and the bike is later moved,
repaired, or discarded before anyone photographs the pattern of damage. That can erase important proof of how

the collision occurred.

Medical proof can be tricky as well. Cyclists often try to tough it out. They go home thinking they are bruised,
then wake up the next day with neck stiffness, numb fingers, a severe headache, or pain bearing weight on a
knee or hip. Delayed treatment gives insurers room to argue that the injury was not serious or was unrelated. A

lawyer cannot change the timing of treatment, but can help explain it in a credible, well-documented way.

The first days after a crash shape the whole claim

The strongest bicycle injury claims usually begin with careful action in the first few days. That does not mean a
rider needs to behave like an investigator while lying on the pavement. It means that once immediate safety and

medical care are addressed, the case needs structure.

A lawyer often starts by gathering the basic building blocks of the claim: the police report, scene photographs,
witness identities, medical records, insurance information, bike repair or replacement estimates, and any available
video footage. If liability is disputed, the attorney may also look at traffic signal timing, road markings, sight lines,

weather, and local ordinances affecting cyclists and motorists.

This early work matters because insurance companies begin evaluating the claim right away. They want recorded
statements. They may ask broad questions designed to lock the rider into specifics before the full medical picture
is clear. They may request authorizations that go far beyond the crash-related treatment. Injured people often do

not realize how much those early interactions can affect their bargaining position.

| have seen situations where a cyclist, trying to be honest and cooperative, tells the insurer, “I'm okay, just sore,”
two days after the crash. Three weeks later, an MRI shows a torn labrum in the shoulder. The initial offhand
remark then becomes part of the insurer's strategy: if you were really hurt, why did you say you were okay? A

Bicycle Accident Lawyer helps prevent those avoidable problems.

What a Bicycle Accident Lawyer actually does

At a practical level, the lawyer’s job is to build a persuasive, documented case that connects four things: who
caused the crash, what injuries resulted, what those injuries cost, and why the insurer or defendant should pay

fairly.

That sounds simple. It rarely is.



Liability can be contested in many bicycle cases. Drivers may say the cyclist came out of nowhere, failed to signal,
rode outside the bike lane, wore dark clothing, or entered the intersection against the light. Sometimes the rider
shares some fault, which can reduce recovery depending on state law. A lawyer sorts out which facts matter

legally and which are just noise.

Damages are also broader than people think. The emergency room bill is obvious. The lost use of a high-end
commuter or road bike, the physical therapy co-pays, the canceled race entry fees, the child care needed during
treatment, and the reduced ability to do a physical job are less obvious but still real. Pain and suffering is not just
a phrase. In bicycle cases, it may involve sleep disruption, fear of riding again, permanent scarring, or the loss of a

primary form of transportation.

Many claims turn on details that seem small until they are not. A fractured hand may heal, but if the rider is a
dental hygienist, mechanic, surgeon, or graphic designer, grip strength and dexterity matter enormously. A mild
traumatic brain injury may not show on a routine scan, yet still affect concentration, light sensitivity, memory, and
work performance for months. A seasoned lawyer knows how to present those consequences in a way that

insurers, judges, and juries can understand.

Evidence that can make or break the case
Bicycle cases are won with specifics. The more concrete the evidence, the less room there is for speculation.
Useful evidence often includes:

* Photographs of the scene, injuries, helmet, clothing, and bicycle damage
* Names and contact information for witnesses

® Police reports and any body camera or dash camera footage

* Medical records, imaging, and doctor recommendations

® Bike repair estimates or proof that the frame and components are unsafe to ride

Those items may sound straightforward, but each can become a battleground. A cracked helmet can support the
severity of impact. A bent fork may help reconstruct angle and point of contact. A witness who saw the light cycle
can be more valuable than three people who only heard the crash after it happened. A repair estimate from a
general sporting goods store may not carry the same weight as a detailed evaluation from a reputable bike shop

familiar with carbon failure, wheel integrity, and component stress.

If there is video, timing matters. Some businesses keep footage for only days. Some city systems purge
recordings on a short schedule. A lawyer can send preservation letters promptly, which sometimes makes the

difference between a clear liability case and a murky one.

Phone data and vehicle data may also matter in serious cases. If a driver was texting, using navigation, or
traveling faster than claimed, that can dramatically affect settlement value and trial posture. Those records are

rarely handed over voluntarily without pressure.

Dealing with the insurance company without getting boxed in

Insurance adjusters are trained professionals. Some are courteous and reasonable. Some are skilled at minimizing
claims while sounding helpful. Most are under pressure to close files efficiently. Injured cyclists should keep that

in mind.



A Bicycle Accident Lawyer handles communication in a way that protects the claim. That includes screening
requests for recorded statements, organizing medical updates, responding to liability arguments, and pushing
back when the insurer understates the impact of the injuries. It also means recognizing when the insurer is

negotiating in good faith and when it is simply waiting for the rider to get desperate.

One of the most common mistakes after a crash is settling too early. The offer arrives at a moment when the
rider is overwhelmed by bills and uncertainty. It may cover the urgent expenses, and that can be tempting. But
once a release is signed, the case is usually over. If the wrist needs surgery six months later, or the concussion

symptoms linger, that money is gone.

A lawyer’s role is not to inflate a claim beyond what the facts support. The role is to value it accurately. That often
requires waiting until the medical condition stabilizes enough to understand future treatment, work restrictions,
and long-term effects. In some cases, that means several months of treatment before meaningful settlement

discussions can happen.

When fault is not completely one-sided

Not every bicycle crash involves a blameless rider and a reckless driver. Real life is messier. A cyclist may have
been riding without lights at dusk, rolling through a stop sign, wearing earbuds, or traveling outside the marked
lane. A driver may still be primarily at fault for turning across the cyclist's path, opening a door into traffic, or

failing to yield.

This is where legal judgment matters. Many states use comparative fault rules, which means an injured person
can still recover damages even if they were partly responsible, though the amount may be reduced. Other states

apply harsher rules. A Bicycle Accident Lawyer evaluates the local standard and frames the case accordingly.

The important point is that partial fault does not automatically destroy a claim. Insurers often overplay cyclist
conduct because it is an effective pressure tactic. They know many people hear “you might be partly at fault” and
assume the case is lost. Often it is not. The outcome depends on the evidence, the law, and how persuasively the

facts are presented.

| have seen viable cases where a cyclist was not in a marked bike lane because the lane ended half a block earlier.
| have seen insurers argue that bright daytime clothing would have prevented a collision even when the driver
admitted looking at oncoming traffic and never checking the shoulder. Those arguments are not uncommon.

They have to be answered carefully, not emotionally.

Serious injuries deserve a broader case strategy

When injuries are significant, the case becomes more than a claim for reimbursement. It turns into a project of

documenting a changed life.

The injuries most likely to increase complexity include brain trauma, spinal injuries, fractures requiring surgery,
dental damage, shoulder tears, pelvic injuries, and extensive scarring. These cases often involve multiple
specialists, longer recovery windows, and uncertainty about future limitations. A rider may recover enough to

return to work, but not enough to lift the same weight, ride the same distances, or tolerate the same hours.

For serious injuries, a lawyer may work with outside professionals such as accident reconstructionists, vocational
experts, or medical specialists. That does not happen in every case, and it should not be automatic. Experts cost
money and are best used where Bicycle Accident Lawyer their opinions will materially strengthen the claim. But

when liability is sharply disputed or future losses are substantial, their input can be decisive.
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The attorney also watches for insurance coverage issues that clients rarely spot on their own. There may be
multiple policies involved, including the driver's bodily injury coverage, uninsured or underinsured motorist
coverage, umbrella coverage, or in some states, med-pay benefits. If the driver was working at the time, a
commercial policy could come into play. If a road defect contributed, a government claim may require special

notice deadlines.

Those deadlines matter. Missing one can wipe out an otherwise valid case.

The bicycle itself is part of the damages, and part of the proof

Cyclists know that a bike is not just an object with two wheels. It may be daily transportation, exercise equipment,
a competition machine, or a customized setup built over years. After a crash, insurers sometimes undervalue the
bike because they price it like a used department store item rather than a quality machine with high-end

components.

A competent lawyer understands that damage valuation may require more than a quick internet search. Frame
material, groupset, wheels, power meter, pedals, saddle, fit adjustments, racks, lights, electronic shifting, and
helmet replacement all count. Carbon components are a frequent source of dispute because damage may not be

fully visible. A shop's written opinion that the bike is unsafe can be important evidence.

The bike also helps tell the story of the collision. Impact points, scrape direction, wheel deformation, fork failure,
and torn clothing can support or contradict both sides’ versions. That is another reason not to rush into repairs or

disposal before the damage is documented.

How to know when hiring a lawyer makes sense

Not every bicycle incident requires legal representation. If there was no real injury, fault is clear, and the insurer
promptly pays property damage and minor medical bills, a formal claim may stay manageable. But several signs

suggest it is wise to at least consult a Bicycle Accident Lawyer.
Here are common triggers for getting legal help:

® The injuries involve more than a few days of soreness
® Fault is disputed, or the police report is inaccurate
® The insurer asks for a recorded statement or denies responsibility

* A surgery, concussion, fracture, or lengthy physical therapy is involved

The rider missed work, has lasting symptoms, or faces a low settlement offer

Most injury lawyers who handle cycling cases offer consultations without an upfront fee. That does not obligate
the rider to file suit. It gives them a clearer sense of what the case is worth, what deadlines apply, and whether

self-handling is realistic.

Choosing the right lawyer matters more than choosing the first one

Experience with injury law is helpful, but experience with bicycle cases is better. Cycling claims have factual
patterns, injury profiles, and bias issues that general practice lawyers may not fully appreciate. A lawyer does not
need to be a racer or a daily commuter to do a good job, but they should understand how bicycle crashes

happen and how juries may perceive them.



Ask practical questions. Has the attorney handled bike-specific cases before? Who will actually manage the file?
How do they approach disputed liability? Will they explain medical liens and case costs clearly? Are they ready to

litigate if the insurer refuses to move?

Fee structure should also be discussed plainly. Most personal injury attorneys work on contingency, meaning
they are paid a percentage of the recovery. That can be fair and useful for injured clients who cannot afford
hourly fees, but the details matter. Litigation costs, expert expenses, and medical liens can affect the net recovery.

A professional lawyer should be able to explain that without evasiveness.

Client communication is another overlooked factor. Bicycle injury claims often take time. A rider dealing with pain
and uncertainty should not have to chase updates Bicycle Accident Lawyer for months. Responsiveness does not

win cases by itself, but it makes the process far less stressful.

After the crash, the goal is not just compensation

Money matters because injuries are expensive and lost income is real. Still, the larger goal is stability. A strong
legal claim can create room for proper treatment, protect a family budget, replace essential equipment, and
acknowledge the disruption the crash caused. It can also force accountability when a driver, company, or public

agency failed to act safely.

For many cyclists, there is another layer that does not fit neatly into a settlement demand. Riding may be part of
identity, routine, and independence. After a bad crash, some people are afraid to get back on the road. Others do
return, but only after months of hesitation. A lawyer cannot fix that part, but can remove one major burden by

taking over the legal and insurance fight while the rider focuses on healing.

That division of labor is often the real value. The injured person goes to appointments, follows medical advice,
and tries to rebuild normal life. The lawyer protects the case, measures the losses honestly, and presses for a

result grounded in evidence rather than pressure.

When a bicycle crash leaves more than scrapes and a broken taillight, having a skilled Bicycle Accident Lawyer
can change the outcome in concrete ways. Not because every case needs a lawsuit, and not because every

insurer acts unfairly, but because serious claims are rarely as simple as they look in the first week after impact.

CGH Injury Lawyers

2701 Lawrence St Suite 201
Denver, CO 80205, United States
Phone: +1 720-669-8062
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FAQ About Bicycle Accident Lawyer

Who is at fault if a car hits a bicycle?

Fault depends on the evidence and the traffic rules that applied to the collision. A driver, cyclist, or another party
may share responsibility. Police reports, witness accounts, video, and the physical evidence can help establish

what happened. A collision with a car does not automatically determine legal fault.

Can you sue someone for hitting you on a bike?

You may have a claim when another person's negligent conduct causes your injuries and losses. The available
evidence, applicable deadlines, insurance coverage, and any shared fault affect your options. A lawyer can review
the circumstances and explain whether an insurance claim or lawsuit is appropriate; compensation is not

guaranteed.

What percentage does an injury lawyer usually take?

There is no single percentage that applies to every injury case. Many lawyers use a contingency fee based on a
share of the recovery, with the terms stated in a written agreement. Ask how the percentage is calculated,

whether it changes during litigation, and how case expenses are handled before signing.



