
RTP matters when you clear a casino bonus—but it is only one part of the cost. A slot’s return-to-player
percentage can help estimate the theoretical loss from your betting, while the bonus rules determine how much
you must bet, which games count, and whether you can withdraw what remains. A generous-looking match
bonus can still be poor value if it comes with high wagering, excluded games, or a low maximum cashout.

The useful way to assess a promotion is to put its requirements into one number: how much you must bet. Then
estimate the expected loss on that turnover, check which games count, and read the cashout rules before opting
in. This guide explains the relationship between RTP and wagering without treating a theoretical percentage as a
promise about what will happen in one session.

Start With the Wagering Requirement
A wagering requirement, or playthrough, tells you how much eligible betting is required before a bonus—or
sometimes your deposit and bonus—can be withdrawn. The requirement may be expressed as a multiple of the
bonus, the deposit, or the combined amount. Those bases produce very different totals.



For example, suppose you deposit $100 and receive a $100 bonus:

30x bonus: 30 × $100 = $3,000 you must bet.

30x deposit plus bonus: 30 × ($100 + $100) = $6,000 you must bet.

That distinction is easy to miss when a headline only says “30x wagering.” Look for the exact basis in the
promotion’s bonus terms. If it is not stated clearly, ask support before claiming the offer. Also check whether the
wagering applies only to bonus funds or to both your deposit and bonus.

RTP and Wagering: The Expected-Loss Estimate
RTP, or return to player, is a game’s theoretical return over a very large number of bets. A slot with 96% RTP has a
theoretical house edge of 4%. Put simply, for every $100 wagered, the long-run expected loss is about $4. That is
an average over extensive play—not a forecast that you will lose exactly $4 for each $100 in a short bonus
session.

To estimate the expected loss from eligible turnover, use this basic calculation:

Expected loss = amount bet × (1 − RTP)

At 96% RTP, a $3,000 wagering requirement has an estimated loss of $120 before considering game
contributions, bonus restrictions, volatility, or withdrawal conditions. A $6,000 requirement at the same RTP has an
estimated loss of $240. This is the “expected loss playthrough” estimate: a useful comparison tool, not a
guaranteed outcome.

Eligible wagering RTP Theoretical house edge Estimated expected loss $3,000 96% 4% $120 $3,000 94% 6% $180
$6,000 96% 4% $240

On paper, the difference between a 96% RTP slot and a 94% RTP slot across $3,000 of betting is $60 in expected
loss. That is meaningful, but it does not make the bonus automatically profitable. You may win or lose much more
than the average during a particular session, and a bonus may impose conditions that reduce or eliminate the
value of a balance you build.

What 96% RTP Slots Can—and Cannot—Tell You



Searching for 96% RTP slots can help you compare games, but first confirm that the listed RTP applies to the
version available at the casino. Some games can have multiple RTP settings. The casino’s game information, the
game’s help screen, or the published rules may identify the version, but if those sources disagree or do not give a
figure, do not assume the most favorable percentage.

RTP also does not describe how quickly a game pays out or how bumpy the results may be. Two slots with the
same theoretical RTP can have very different volatility. A high-volatility slot might produce long stretches with few
wins and occasional large payouts; a lower-volatility one may have smaller, more frequent results. Neither pattern
guarantees that you will clear a requirement with money left over.

For that reason, RTP is best used as a rough cost-comparison tool. It can help you see why a lower-return game
may make the same wagering requirement more expensive on average. It cannot predict a session’s outcome,
override a game restriction, or make a bonus’s cashout cap disappear.

Game Contribution Can Change the Real Bet Total
Casinos may count different games at different rates toward wagering. A slot might contribute 100%, while a table
game contributes only 10%—or does not count at all. A 100% contribution means each eligible dollar bet counts
as one dollar toward the requirement. At 10%, each $1 bet adds only $0.10 of wagering progress.

Suppose your requirement is $3,000 and a game contributes 10%. You would need to place $30,000 in actual
bets for those bets to generate $3,000 of credited wagering, assuming the stated contribution applies
throughout. That is a different figure from the nominal requirement, and it can make the expected cost far higher.

Check the game list and contribution table before playing. Terms such as “selected games only” are not specific
enough to plan around. The rules should identify eligible categories or games, their contribution rates, and any
excluded titles. If the details are scattered across general terms, a promotion page, and a separate game list, get
clarification in writing before you opt in.

Also look for progressive jackpots and other special exclusions. Some bonus terms exclude progressive games or
say that bets on them do not count. Others may restrict them while a bonus is active. Starting a progressive slot
before noticing the rule can leave you with wagering that does not advance—or, depending on the terms, put the
bonus at risk. Check the restriction first rather than assuming every slot counts equally.

Software names do not settle the question. If a casino offers games associated with RealTime Gaming (RTG) or
SpinLogic, check the specific casino’s bonus rules and the particular game’s contribution status. Do not infer
eligibility, RTP, or contribution from a provider or platform name alone.

Compare the Bonus Cost, Not Just the Headline
A practical first-pass comparison is to calculate the required turnover and multiply it by the theoretical house edge
of an eligible game. Then adjust for contribution rates and consider whether the bonus has a cashout cap. This will
not calculate your exact result, but it can flag offers where the likely cost is large relative to the bonus amount.

1. Identify the wagering basis. Is the multiplier applied to the bonus, deposit, or both?

2. Calculate the credited wagering target. Convert the multiplier into one total bet requirement.

3. Check contribution rates. If a game contributes less than 100%, work out the actual betting needed to
reach the credited target.

4. Estimate expected loss. Use the RTP of eligible games as a rough long-run estimate, not a promise.



5. Read the cashout conditions. Check maximum cashout, withdrawal limits, deadlines, and verification
requirements.

Say a $100 bonus has 30x bonus wagering, so you must bet $3,000. If an eligible slot contributes 100% and has
96% RTP, the simple expected-loss estimate is $120. If only games with a 90% contribution are permitted, you
would need about $3,333 in actual bets to generate $3,000 in credited wagering. At a 4% theoretical house edge,
that turnover corresponds to an estimated loss of about $133. The estimate still leaves out volatility and any
additional bonus conditions.

Max Cashout Caps and Withdrawal Friction
A maximum cashout can limit what you may withdraw after meeting the playthrough. For example, a bonus might
allow only a set amount to be cashed out, or cap winnings derived from bonus play. The exact wording matters: a
cap may apply rakeback.com to winnings, the bonus balance, or the total withdrawal. Never assume which balance
it covers.

This condition can dominate the RTP calculation. If you hit a large win while clearing the bonus, a low cap may
prevent you from withdrawing the full amount. Look for the maximum cashout in the offer terms, along with any
rules about removing the bonus, forfeiting winnings, or converting bonus funds to cash.

Withdrawal friction matters too. Check whether there are minimum withdrawal amounts, identity-verification
steps, payment-method restrictions, processing times, or limits on how much can be withdrawn at once. These
conditions do not change the slot’s RTP, but they affect how usable the outcome is. A bonus is not worth much in
practice if its key withdrawal conditions are unclear or inconvenient.

Where to Check Bonus Details
Let me tell you about a situation I encountered thought they could save money but ended up paying more..
Affiliate and comparison sites can be useful starting points, but verify the current offer with the casino before
depositing. Sites such as Rakeback.com and casino.info may help readers compare promotions or find information;
still, the casino’s current bonus rules should be the final reference. Promotions change, and a summary cannot
replace the full terms.

Keep a short checklist of red flags:

High playthrough without a clear explanation of whether it applies to the bonus or deposit plus bonus.

Progressive games or other common titles excluded from playthrough.

Low or unclear maximum cashout.

Different contribution rates hidden in a separate rules page.

Unclear wording about eligible games, deadlines, or withdrawal conditions.

If you cannot find a direct answer in the bonus terms, contact customer support before claiming the bonus and
save the response. That is especially important when the rules are buried in general terms rather than displayed
beside the offer.

Bottom Line: RTP Matters, but the Terms Matter More
RTP helps estimate the theoretical cost of wagering: at 96% RTP, the expected loss is roughly 4% of eligible bets
over the long run. But the most important first step is still finding out how much you must bet. After that, game
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contributions, exclusions, volatility, maximum cashout, and withdrawal rules determine how meaningful the RTP
estimate is.

Want to know something interesting? use rtp and wagering together as a screening method—not as a guarantee
of profit. If the playthrough is high, progressive exclusions are unclear, or the cashout cap is too low, a seemingly
attractive bonus may not be worth taking. And if gambling stops being enjoyable or begins affecting your
finances, take a break and seek support. The National Council on Problem Gambling provides resources at
ncpgambling.org.


