
Choosing the right horse feed is less about chasing a famous name and more about matching nutrition to the
horse in front of you. A good horse grain should help maintain equine nutrition, digestive health, and the horse’s
workload without overloading the diet with unnecessary starch or sugar. The best horse feed brands usually
balance fiber, protein, fat content, vitamins and minerals, and digestibility in a way that fits the horse’s age group
and body condition score.

This article breaks down how horse feed and horse grain work, how to read a feed label, which brands are widely
trusted, and how to compare horse feed cost against real nutritional value. It also covers sweet feed for horses,
horse feeding charts, weight gain, and common feeding mistakes so you can create a balanced ration with
confidence.

What Horse Feed Is and How Horse Grain Fits In
Horse feed is a general term for anything fed to horses, including forage, concentrates, pellets, textured mixes,
and supplements. Horse grain is a concentrate that often includes grains or grain by-products designed to add
calories, protein, fat, vitamins and minerals, or specific performance support. For most horses, forage remains the
foundation of the diet, while grain covers the gap when more energy or nutrients are needed.

There are a number of types of horse feed, and each meets a different purpose:

Forage such as hay or pasture, which should account for the bulk of the diet for most horses.

Concentrate feeds like grain mixes and pellets that deliver additional calories and nutrients.

Pellets, which are often simpler to measure and can help reduce selective eating.

Sweet feed, a textured horse grain often made with molasses for palatability.

A horse feeding chart can be a useful starting point, but it is not a total nutrition plan. It should be used
alongside body condition score, workload, forage quality, and the horse’s age. An idle horse with good pasture
may need hardly any grain, while a performance horse may need a carefully managed concentrate to stay in top
shape.

How to Select the Top Horse Feed Brand
The top horse feed brands do far more than advertise vitality or luster. They offer clear label details, follow
consistent ingredients, and promote a balanced ration. Good equine nutrition starts by asking what problem the
feed is meant to solve: improving body condition, muscle support, endurance, digestive health, or maintenance.

When comparing brands, look at these points:

Equine nutrition profile: Seek the proper balance of fiber, protein, fat, starch, and micronutrients.

Feed label transparency: A good label shows guaranteed analysis, ingredients, and feeding directions
clearly.

Balanced ration support: Some feeds are formulated as complete feeds, while others need added forage or
a balancer.

Digestibility: Horses generally do better when the feed is easy to digest and not overly rich in starch.

Use case: A feed for a performance horse is not the same as a feed for an idle horse or one recovering body
condition.



Do not assume the highest-calorie feed is automatically better. The best horse feed brands match calorie density
and nutrient density to the horse’s needs. If a horse is hard keeper, a higher-fat feed may be a better choice than
a high-starch mix. If the horse is overweight, a lower-calorie, higher-fiber formula may be more appropriate.

Best Horse Grain Brands to Consider
A number of brands consistently surface in conversations about top horse feed brands because of their product
range, easy availability, and performance-oriented formulas. Among the most recognized are Purina horse feed,
Tribute horse feed, Nutrena horse feed, and Triumph horse feed. Each has options for maintenance horses,
performance horses, and horses needing support for weight gain or digestive health.

Purina horse feed is known for its extensive lineup, from basic maintenance formulas to specialized performance
feeds. It is often selected for consistency and broad availability. Tribute horse feed has a strong reputation
among owners seeking quality ingredients and targeted nutrition for different activity levels. Nutrena horse feed
offers a large lineup that includes options for pasture horses, growing horses, and performance horses. Triumph
horse feed is often valued for straightforward nutrition and practical use across many barn settings.

When comparing these brands, look beyond the name and compare:

Protein content and source

Fat levels for added calories

Starch percentage and grain content

Fiber levels for gut support

Vitamin and mineral fortification

Feeding rate needed to meet nutrient requirements

The best horse grain brands are the ones that help you formulate a stable, balanced ration without overfeeding
calories or shorting key nutrients.

Purina Options: Impact Performance and Performance Feeds

Purina horse feed includes several products aimed at specific work levels. Purina Impact horse feed is often
discussed for horses needing concentrated support in conditioning and workload management. Purina Impact
Performance is a name many horse owners associate with athletic horses that need controlled energy and a
nutrient-dense formula. Purina Performance horse feed is a broader category of performance-oriented
products designed to help fuel a horse with regular training demands.

These feeds are frequently used for horses that want a careful combination of calories, protein, fat content, and
digestibility. For a performance horse, the goal is usually stable fuel rather than a rapid sugar surge. That renders
ingredient quality and starch control especially important. If the horse is sensitive, inspect the feed label carefully
and compare the total grain content with the overall forage program.

Other Popular Brands and Retail Options

Beyond the major feed companies, retail channels matter as well. Tractor Supply horse feed gives a wide range
of options, from store-brand essentials to well-known national labels. One common example is Tractor Supply
sweet feed, which may appeal to picky eaters or barns looking for a palatable textured feed. Runnings horse
feed is a further retail option where availability and selection can vary by location and season. Chewy horse feed
is popular with buyers who want simple ordering and delivery.



Store convenience can be handy, but it should not take the place of comparing labels. Two products may look
similar on the bag and still be different in how well they digest, roughage, protein, and starch. Always check the
guaranteed analysis, feeding directions, and the total amount required each day. At times the less expensive bag
is not the best value if the horse needs a larger serving to get the same nutrients.

Sweet Ration for Horses: When It Helps and When to Avoid It
Sweet feed for horses is a textured feed often coated with molasses to improve taste and reduce dust. Some
horses readily eat it, and owners may find it helpful for horses that are difficult to keep on feed. That said, sweet
feed is not automatically the best choice for every horse. Depending on the formula, it may contain more starch
and sugar than necessary.

Tractor Supply sweet feed and similar products can be useful for an idle horse that needs encouragement to eat
or for an owner looking for a familiar, palatable mix. Still, sweet feed should be approached carefully if the horse
has metabolic concerns, is prone to tying up, has a history of digestive issues, or gains weight too easily. Excess
starch can challenge digestive health and may not fit a horse that does better on forage-based calories.

Sweet feed can help when a horse is hard to maintain and the formula is well balanced, but it is often not the
best choice when the goal is steady nutrition without excess sugar. If you use sweet feed, pair it with high-quality
forage and monitor body condition score regularly.

Best Horse Feed for Weight Gain and Performance
The top horse feed for weight gain depends on what is causing the horse to lose condition. Some horses need
more calories because of work, while others need improved digestibility or a different protein and fat profile. For
true weight gain, the feed should support muscle and body reserves without overwhelming the hindgut.

Look for these features when searching for the ideal horse feed for weight gain:

Higher fat content for dense calories without excessive starch

Moderate to good protein to support muscle maintenance

Strong fiber base to encourage gut health

Added vitamins and minerals to support overall condition

For a performance horse, energy should be steady and sustainable. Some horses do better with feeds that rely
more on fat and fiber, while others need slightly more starch to support intense work. The key is matching the
feed to workload and monitoring the horse’s response over time. If the horse is losing weight during training,
you may need to increase forage first, then add or adjust concentrate. That approach often supports better gut
function than simply pouring in more grain.

Remember that weight gain is not just about adding calories. It is about building a balanced diet that supports
muscle, topline, and digestive health at the same time.

How Much Grain to Feed a Horse Per Day
How much grain to feed a horse per day depends on body weight, forage intake, workload, and body condition
score. A horse feeding chart can provide a basic guide, but individual needs vary greatly. Many horses only need
a small amount of concentrate, especially if forage quality is excellent.

A simple way to approach feeding is:



Begin by starting with a forage-first plan.

Use grain or concentrate only to fill nutritional gaps.

Change based on weight, activity, and condition over time.

Split larger grain meals into smaller-sized portions to support digestive health.

If a horse is getting most of its calories from forage, the grain portion may be minimal. A harder keeper or
performance horse may need more concentrate, but the goal should still be to avoid large starch-heavy meals.
Feeding too much grain at once can affect digestive health and may be not as efficient than improving forage
access.

Use a horse feeding chart as a baseline, then assess the horse’s body condition score every several weeks. If the
horse is ribby, lacks topline, or is dropping energy, the ration may need changes. If the horse is gaining too
quickly, reduce calories before problems develop.

How Much Does Horse Feed Price?
Horse feed cost varies widely based on brand, formula, bag size, ingredient quality, and where you buy it. So
when people ask, how much does horse feed cost, the honest answer is that it depends on both the horse and
the feed strategy. A lower-priced bag may look appealing, but if you need more pounds per day to meet nutrient
needs, the true horse feed cost may be higher than expected.

A horse feed cost calculator can help estimate monthly expenses by factoring in the number of horses, pounds
fed per day, and bag price. This is especially useful when comparing a premium performance feed against a basic
textured mix. The feed with the lower bag price is not always the lower total cost.

When comparing horse feed cost, consider:

Daily feed amount

Monthly bag usage

Whether good forage lowers concentrate requirements

If the feed provides balance without extra supplements

In many barns, the smartest money is spent on a feed that cuts waste, promotes steady intake, and fits the
horse’s actual needs instead of overfeeding empty calories.

Worst Horse Feed Brands: Caution Signs to Watch For
There is no universal list of the worst horse feed brands because product lines change and some feeds work well
in one setting but poorly in another. Still, there are clear red flags that should make you cautious. In that sense,
the worst horse feed brands are often the ones with poor label transparency, weak nutrient balance, or formulas
that do not fit the horse.

Be aware of these warning signs:

High starch with little explanation of how the feed supports digestive health

A feed label that is vague about ingredient quality or nutrient targets

Low or incomplete vitamins and minerals for the intended use

Claims that sound impressive but do not match the guaranteed analysis

Feeding directions that seem unrealistic for the horse’s workload



Also be careful with a feed that is marketed as suitable for every horse. Horses have different needs, and a one-
size-fits-all formula can fail both the easy keeper and the hard keeper. The best horse feed brands show exactly
who they suit and which horses they are not meant for.

Can You Feed Horses Carrots and More Treats?
Yes, offering horses carrots is generally fine in moderation. Carrots can be a helpful treat, but they should not
replace forage or be treated like a nutritional staple. The same applies to apples and common treats. Small
amounts are often fine, but the main diet still needs to be built around forage for healthy digestive health.

Because horses are designed to graze, they do best when most of their intake comes from forage. Treats should
be rare and controlled so they do not distort the balance of the ration or encourage overfeeding. If a horse is on
a special diet or has dental, metabolic, or digestive concerns, it is wise to keep treats small and consistent.

Offering horses carrots can be a practical way to reward good behavior, but it should never become a substitute
for sound horse feed management. Think of treats as supplements, not part of the core nutrition plan.

Final Takeaway: Selecting the Right Horse Feed Grain
The right horse feed is the one that fits the horse’s life stage, workload, body condition score, and digestive
needs. The best horse feed brands make it easier to build a balanced ration, but the brand name alone does not
guarantee success. Focus on equine nutrition, forage quality, digestibility, and how the feed performs over time
in your horse.

Whether you are comparing Purina horse feed, Tribute horse feed, Nutrena horse feed, Triumph horse feed, or
store and retail options like Tractor Supply horse feed, Runnings horse feed, and Chewy horse feed, the same
rules apply: read the Bifid equine feed feed label, compare protein, fat content, fiber, and starch, and choose a
product that supports the horse rather than just appealing to the owner.

If you keep the horse’s forage first, use grain only where needed, and monitor condition regularly, you will be far
more likely to choose the right horse grain and avoid costly feeding mistakes.

FAQ

What is the best horse feed brand for most horses?

The best horse feed brand for most horses is one that offers a balanced ration, clear feed label information,
appropriate fiber, moderate starch, and enough vitamins and minerals for the horse’s workload. For many horses,
the right choice depends more on life stage and condition than on brand popularity.

How much of grain should I feed my horse per day?

Daily grain amounts for a horse depends on body weight, forage intake, workload, and body condition score.
Begin with forage, then add only enough concentrate to meet the horse’s needs. A horse feeding chart can help
guide the starting point, but individual adjustment is important.

Is sweet feed for horses a good choice?

Sweet feed for horses can be a good choice for some horses because it is palatable and easy to eat. However, it is
not ideal for every horse, especially if the feed is high in starch or sugar. Be sure to compare the horse feed feed

https://bifid.com/sustainability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/?search=horse%20feed


label and consider digestive health before choosing sweet feed.

What is the best horse feed for weight gain?

The best horse feed for weight gain usually has enough calories from fat content and digestible fiber, along with
adequate protein and vitamins and minerals. The best option depends on whether the horse needs more calories,
better digestibility, or additional support for muscle and body condition.

How much does horse feed cost on average?

Average horse feed cost varies by brand, formula, and feeding rate. A horse feed cost calculator can help
estimate monthly expense based on pounds fed per day and bag price. The cheapest bag is not always the least
expensive choice overall if the horse needs more of it to stay in condition.


