
Ten Irish Driving Licence Myths That Aren't Always True

The Ultimate Guide to the Irish Driving Licence: From Learner to Full
Driver
Browsing the roads in Ireland provides amazing picturesque views, from the Wild Atlantic Way to the bustling
streets of Dublin. Nevertheless, before supporting the wheel, chauffeurs must understand the comprehensive and
structured system of the Irish driving licence. Handled by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS), the
process of getting and maintaining a licence includes specific steps, varying automobile categories, and rigorous
regulatory compliance.

Whether someone is a total newbie aiming to obtain a student license or a knowledgeable driver exchanging a
foreign licence, this guide covers whatever one needs to learn about the Irish driving licence system.

1. The Foundation: The Learner Permit
Before a person can lawfully drive on Irish roads, they need to initially get a Learner Permit. This is not a full
driving licence, but rather a provisionary file that permits people to learn how to drive under particular
conditions.

Requirements for a Learner Permit

To request a newbie student authorization for a vehicle (Category B), applicants need to:

Be at least 17 years of age.

Pass the Driver Theory Test within the last two years.

Pass an eyesight test (submitting an eyesight report kind if needed).

Supply proof of identity, address, and PPSN.

Conditions of Driving on a Learner Permit

Student motorists in Ireland should adhere to stringent policies to ensure road safety:

Display L-Plates: Red 'L' plates (or '17' plates in Northern Ireland) should be plainly displayed on the front
and back of the lorry at all times.

Sponsor Requirement: Learner motorists need to be accompanied by a qualified chauffeur who has held a
full driving licence for at least two years.

Zero Tolerance: Learners go through lower alcohol-tolerance thresholds than complete licence holders.

Towing Prohibited: Learner motorists are not allowed to tow any trailer.

Freeway Restriction: Historically, students were banned from motorways, though current legal updates
allow students on motorways only when accompanied by an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI) in dual-
controlled automobiles.

2. The Road to a Full Licence
Transitioning from a student license to a full Irish driving licence requires conference obligatory training and
screening turning points.



Necessary Driver Training (EDT)

For Category B (car) motorists, completing Essential Driver Training (EDT) is mandatory.

It consists of 12 one-hour lessons with an ADI.

Each lesson covers a particular module, ranging from automobile controls to night driving and anticipation.

Logbooks (physical or digital via the MyEDT portal) should be updated after every lesson.

Note: Reduced EDT programs are readily available for specific classifications, such as motorbikes, or for drivers
exchanging specific foreign licences.

The Driving Test

As soon as EDT is total and a mandatory practice duration has passed, the candidate can book the practical
driving test irishdrivinglicense through the Road Safety Authority (RSA). The test evaluates:

Technical automobile checks (Show Me, Tell Me questions).

Road positioning, observation, and mirrors.

Reversing around a corner and a turnabout (three-point turn).

General reaction to threats and adherence to the guidelines of the road.

3. Irish Driving Licence Categories
Different automobiles need different types of licences. The table listed below details the most common car
categories on the Irish driving licence:

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds (2 or 3 wheels, max speed 45 km/h) 16 A1/ A2/ A Motorcycles
(varying from light to unlimited power) 16/ 18/ 24 (or 20 with progressive access) B Cars and trucks, light vans,
and other automobile as much as 3,500 kg 17 BE Cars and trucks or light vans hauling a much heavier trailer 17
C/ C1 Medium and heavy products cars (trucks) 21 (18 with CPC)/ 18 D/ D1 Buses and minibuses for guest
transport 24 (21 with CPC)/ 21

4. Applying and Renewing via the NDLS
The National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) is responsible for processing applications for learner authorizations
and driving licences.

How to Apply

Applications can be made in two ways:

1. Online: This is the most convenient technique. Candidates require a Public Services Card (PSC) and a
validated MyGovID account.

2. In-Person: By scheduling an appointment at one of the across the country NDLS centres.

Files Typically Required:

A Public Services Card (PSC) and verified MyGovID (for online applications).

Current or latest learner permit/driving licence (if relevant).

Completed eyesight report form (if aged 70 or over, or for certain medical conditions).

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Application cost payment.

5. Credibility, Renewal, and Endorsements
Driving licences in Ireland do not last permanently. Comprehending the validity periods assists prevent driving
unlawfully with an ended card.

Credibility Periods

Learner Permits: Generally valid for 2 years.

Full Driving Licences (Cars/Motorbikes): Typically released for 10 years for motorists under the age of 60.

Older Drivers: Drivers aged 60 to 69 receive licences legitimate until their 70th birthday. For those aged 70
and over, licences are normally renewed every 1 or 3 years, often needing a medical report.

The Penalty Point System

Ireland operates a penalty point system for driving offences.

Collecting 12 penalty points within a three-year period results in an automated 6-month disqualification
from driving.

Beginner drivers (those in their first two years of holding a complete licence) face disqualification at simply 7
penalty points.

Typical offences resulting in points include speeding, using a cellphone while driving, not wearing a seat belt, and
tailgating.

Summary Checklist for New Drivers
For anyone starting the journey to protect an Irish driving licence, keep this list handy:

Study and pass the Driver Theory Test.

Get the Learner Permit by means of the NDLS.

Purchase and display screen L-plates on your lorry.

Total all 12 EDT lessons with an Approved Driving Instructor.

Practice driving frequently with a skilled sponsor.

Schedule and pass the RSA Practical Driving Test.

Apply for your Full Driving Licence.

Stick to beginner driver rules for the first 2 years.

Getting an Irish driving licence is a rigorous procedure created to ensure that every vehicle driver on the road has
the knowledge, ability, and mindset needed for safe driving. By following the legal actions, appreciating speed
limitations, and staying watchful, motorists can enjoy the liberty of the open roadway safely and responsibly.


