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There is no single formula that determines the value of every Washington car accident injury claim.

Insurance companies generally evaluate the available evidence about fault, the nature and extent of the

injuries, medical treatment, financial losses, insurance coverage, and how well the claimed damages are

documented.

For an injured person, Car accident lawyer understanding those categories can make the claims process less

confusing. Puyallup personal injury attorney John Forsythe represents people injured in motor vehicle

collisions and has prior defense-side experience that gives him perspective into how injury claims may be

evaluated and challenged.

Liability: What Happened and Who Was at Fault?

An insurance carrier will first look at how the crash occurred. That evaluation may involve driver statements,

a police report, photographs, witness information, vehicle damage, traffic laws, and other evidence.

Fault can directly affect the amount that may ultimately be recovered. Washington follows a comparative-

fault rule. Under RCW 4.22.005, fault attributed to an injured claimant can proportionately reduce

compensatory damages rather than automatically barring recovery.

That makes accurate documentation important, especially when the drivers disagree about how the collision

happened.

Medical Evidence: What Injuries Were Caused by the Collision?

After liability, the insurer will look closely at the claimed injuries. Medical records can help document

symptoms, diagnoses, treatment, functional limitations, referrals, and the course of recovery.
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The key issue is not simply whether someone received medical care. The records must help connect the

treatment and claimed limitations to the accident. When symptoms change over time, consistent

documentation can make the chronology easier to understand.

Some claims involve a relatively short course of care. Others involve surgery, prolonged rehabilitation,

permanent limitations, or future treatment. Those differences can materially change the scope and

complexity of a claim.

Financial Losses: What Did the Collision Cost?

Insurance companies may also evaluate economic losses caused by the crash. Those can include medical

expenses, lost income, vehicle-related losses, and other documented costs that are legally recoverable

under the circumstances.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Need

help after a crash? Speak with Puyallup car accident lawyer John Forsythe about your next steps.

If a person misses work, payroll records, employer documentation, tax information, or other records may be

needed to establish the income loss. If future work ability is affected, the analysis can become more

involved.

Washington consumers can also review the Office of the Insurance Commissioner's guidance on filing an

auto insurance claim for general information about the claims process and policyholder responsibilities.

The Effect on Daily Life

A serious injury can affect far more than medical bills. Depending on the case, an injured person may be

unable to drive, work normally, exercise, care for family members, sleep comfortably, or participate in

activities that were part of everyday life before the collision.

These effects are harder to show with a single invoice. Consistent medical records, personal documentation,

employment records, and information from people familiar with the person's limitations may help explain the

broader impact of the injury.

John Forsythe's personal injury FAQ emphasizes documenting both the financial losses and the way an

accident has affected work and daily life.

Insurance Coverage and Policy Limits
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Even when liability and damages are well supported, available insurance coverage matters. The at-fault

driver's liability limits may affect what can be paid under that policy. In some cases, uninsured or

underinsured motorist coverage under the injured person's own policy may also become relevant.

Other coverage, such as personal injury protection, can have a role in paying certain expenses when the

coverage applies. The exact policy language, exclusions, limits, and coordination among coverages should

be reviewed rather than assumed.

Consistency and Documentation Matter
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An insurer evaluates a claim based on the information it has. Gaps or inconsistencies can create questions.

For example, Puyallup car accident lawyer differences between an early statement and later account of the

crash, missing records, unexplained treatment gaps, or unsupported wage-loss claims may require

additional explanation.

This does not mean every claim must look perfect on paper. Real recoveries can be complicated. The goal is

to present an accurate, organized record that explains what happened and how the injury affected the

person.

Why Prior Defense-Side Experience Can Be Useful

John Forsythe has approximately 15 years of legal experience, including prior defense-side experience. That

background can provide useful perspective when evaluating how an insurer may review liability, medical

documentation, damages, and potential challenges to a claim.
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At Campbell Barnett PLLC, John handles personal injury and motor vehicle accident matters with an

emphasis on direct attorney involvement. His role can include investigating the collision, reviewing insurance

coverage, documenting injuries and losses, communicating with insurers, preparing a demand, negotiating,

and pursuing litigation when necessary.

John M. Forsythe Campbell Barnett PLLC 317 South Meridian Puyallup, WA 98371 (253) 848-3513 Injured in

a car accident? Contact John Forsythe to discuss your case and learn about your legal options.

Preparing a Car Accident Claim for Review

An injured person can make the process easier to understand by keeping accident photographs, insurance

information, medical records, bills, wage-loss records, repair documents, and important communications



organized in one place.

If the claim involves substantial injuries, disputed liability, insufficient insurance, or uncertainty about a

settlement, consider speaking with a lawyer before making a final decision. You can review John Forsythe's

car accident and personal injury services or request a case evaluation.

This article provides general information and is not legal advice. Claim evaluation varies according to the

facts, available evidence, policy terms, and applicable law.

https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/services/
https://puyallupcaraccidentlaw.com/contact/

