
What Is Irish License And How To Use It?

Navigating the Road: The Ultimate Guide to the Irish Driving License
For homeowners, expatriates, and newbies alike, obtaining and managing an Irish driving license is an initiation
rite. Whether you are planning to navigate the winding country lanes of County Kerry or commute through the
busy streets of Dublin, understanding the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) system is essential.

The procedure of getting, upgrading, or exchanging a driving license in Ireland can appear complex at very first
glance. However, with the right info, it becomes a simple journey. This thorough guide breaks down everything
one requires to understand about protecting and maintaining an Irish driving license.

1. The Graduated Driving License System in Ireland
Ireland runs a finished licensing system designed to ensure new chauffeurs get the essential abilities and
experience securely. The journey starts with a Learner Permit and culminates in a Full Driving License.

The Learner Permit Stages

Before anyone can sit a driving test, they need to hold a legitimate Learner Permit for the specific lorry
classification.

Classification B (Cars): The most typical license. Applicants must be at least 17 years of age.

Vital Driver Training (EDT): Learner chauffeurs in Category B must complete a compulsory course of 12
one-hour lessons with an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI) before they can sit their useful driving test.

Sponsor Requirements: Learner drivers should be accompanied at all times by somebody who has held a
complete driving license for a minimum of 2 years.

2. The Steps to Getting a Full Irish Driving License
Securing a full license requires passing three distinct obstacles: the Driver Theory Test, the Hazard Perception Test
(where applicable), and the Practical Driving Test.

Step-by-Step Overview:

1. Pass the Driver Theory Test (DTT): A computer-based multiple-choice test covering guidelines of the road,
roadway signs, and safe driving practices.

2. Obtain a Learner Permit: Once the theory test is passed, use through the NDLS with the required
documentation (evidence of identity, address, and PPS number).

3. Complete EDT Lessons: Complete the 12 compulsory lessons and log them in the main MyEDT logbook.

4. Practice and Gain Experience: Spend a minimum of six months experimenting a qualified sponsor.

5. Pass the Practical Driving Test: Book and pass the Road Safety Authority (RSA) practical driving test.

6. Request the Full License: Submit the Certificate of Competency released upon passing the test to the NDLS
to receive the full license.

3. Irish License Categories at a Glance



Various lorries need different authorizations. The table listed below details the most typical lorry categories on an
Irish driving license.

Category Description Minimum Age AM Mopeds (max speed 45 km/h) 16 A1/ A2/ A Motorbikes (ranging from
light to unlimited) 16/ 18/ 24 (or 20 with progressive access) B Vehicles, light vans, and other motor lorries as
much as 3,500 kg 17 BE Cars and truck and trailer mixes (trailer over 750kg) 17 C/ CE Medium/Heavy trucks and
truck-trailer combinations 21 D/ DE Buses/Minibuses and bus-trailer mixes 21 (24 for regular scheduled services)

4. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Ireland
Among the most regularly asked concerns concerning Buy Irish Driving License the Irish driving license system
issues foreign nationals transferring to Ireland. The rules differ depending on where the initial license was issued.

Who Can Exchange Their License?

EU/ EEA Member States: If a license was provided by an EU or EEA member state, it remains legitimate in
Ireland till its expiration date. Drivers can likewise exchange it for an Irish license at any time.

Acknowledged States: Ireland has reciprocal exchange arrangements with particular nations and
jurisdictions, called "Recognized States." This list includes Australia, Canada (select provinces), New Zealand,
South Africa, South Korea, Taiwan, and the UK, to name a few.

Non-Recognized States: Individuals holding a license from a nation outside the EU and acknowledged
states can not exchange it. They need to begin the process from scratch-- passing the theory test, obtaining
a student permit, completing EDT, and passing the useful test.

5. Credibility, Renewal, and Endorsements
An Irish driving license is not valid permanently. Routine renewals are required to make sure that motorists'
individual information, medical fitness, and pictures depend on date.

Credibility Periods

Student Permits: Typically legitimate for 2 years.

Full Driving Licenses (Category B/AM): Generally valid for 10 years for motorists under the age of 60.

Senior Drivers: For drivers aged 60 and over, validity durations decrease incrementally, frequently requiring
a medical report from a physician.

Secret Documents Needed for Renewal via NDLS:

Current or expired Irish driving license/learner license.

Evidence of your Personal Public Service Number (PPSN) via a main file (e.g., P60, medical card, payslip).

Completed NDLS medical report form (if suitable by age or medical condition).

Proof of address (dated within the last six months) if altering address.

Application fee.

6. The Penalty Points System
Ireland operates a robust charge points system to punish risky driving behaviors. Points remain on a driver's
record for three years.

https://irishdrivinglicense.com/


Common Infractions and Points:

Speeding: Generally results in 3 charge points (can increase to 5 upon conviction in court).

Using a Mobile Phone While Driving: Results in 3 penalty points (increasing to 5 upon court conviction)
and a fixed charge fine.

Failure to Wear a Seatbelt: 3 penalty points.

Driving Without Insurance: 5 charge points.

Important Rule: If a chauffeur builds up 12 charge points within a three-year duration, they will Ireland Driving
Licence face an automated disqualification from driving for six months. For beginner motorists (those in their
very first 2 years of holding a very first full license), the threshold is more stringent: a disqualification is activated
at just 7 penalty points.

Final Thoughts
Browsing the guidelines of the roadway and the administrative requirements of the NDLS might seem
challenging, but preparation is key. Whether you are studying for the theory test, logging your EDT hours, or
simply aiming to restore your 10-year card, keeping an eye on the requirements will conserve you time and
inconvenience.

Drive safe, obey the rules of the road, and delight in the liberty that features holding a legitimate Irish driving
license!
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