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Navigating the Polish Driving License Process: A Comprehensive Guide
Obtaining a driving license in Poland ( Prawo Jazdy) is a structured, careful procedure. Whether a local is a young
adult excited for self-reliance or a migrant relocating to Central Europe, browsing the Polish administrative
system requires patience, preparation, and a clear understanding of the legal requirements.

Poland runs under European Union standards, suggesting its driving licenses are acknowledged across the EU
and the European Economic Area (EEA). Nevertheless, the journey from studying traffic indications to holding the
physical card includes numerous distinct steps. This guide breaks down whatever one requires to learn about
securing a Polish driving license.

Requirements and Basic Requirements
Before registering in a driving school, candidates should meet specific legal and medical requirements. The most
typical category pursued is Category B, which allows the chauffeur to operate passenger cars and trucks.

Age Requirement: The minimum age for a Category B license in Poland is 18 years. However, individuals can
start classes and theoretical training three months before turning 18.

Residency Status: Applicants need to live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days annually, corroborated by a
signed up address ( zameldowanie) or a legitimate house card ( karta pobytu).

Medical Examination: A necessary medical examination must be carried out by an authorized occupational
physician to ensure the applicant is physically and mentally in shape to drive.

Step-by-Step Guide to Getting a Polish Driving License
The course to supporting the wheel lawfully includes five main milestones, each managed by either personal
driving schools ( OSK) or regional government offices ( Urząd).

Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę)

The Driver Candidate Profile (PKK) is an unique electronic identification number created by the regional authority.
Without a PKK, no driving school will register a trainee for official lessons.

To get a PKK, the candidate needs to go to the regional district office ( Starostwo Powiatowe or Urząd Dzielnicy)
bringing:

1. A finished application type.

2. A legitimate identity document (passport or home card).

3. A medical certificate verifying fitness to drive.

4. One recent biometric photograph (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

5. Verification of legal residency in Poland.

Step 2: Complete Theoretical and Practical Training

As soon as the PKK is protected, the candidate enlists in a certified driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców -
OSK).



Theory Course: Typically includes a minimum of 30 hours of classroom instruction covering traffic
guidelines, roadway indications, and safe driving techniques. Additionally, trainees can study separately and
pass the state theoretical exam without formal school attendance.

First Aid Training: A necessary component of the theoretical phase, normally included in the driving school
curriculum.

Practical Lessons: A minimum of 30 hours behind the wheel with a certified trainer. This consists of city
driving, steering on a closed training track, and practicing parking techniques.

Step 3: Pass State Exams (WORD)

Upon finishing the driving school course, the candidate must pass 2 state assessments administered by the
Provincial Road Traffic Center ( Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego-- WORD).

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test including multiple-choice concerns. It evaluates understanding of
traffic regulations and hazard perception. The test is available in Polish, English, and German.

2. Practical Exam: Conducted in 2 parts. First, the inspector tests vehicle checks (inspecting fluids, lights, and so
on) and standard maneuvers (smooth starting on a hill, reversing). Second, the candidate drives in genuine
traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following the inspector's directions.

Step 4: Pay for and Collect the License

After successfully passing both state exams, the WORD center updates the candidate's status in the central
computer system registry. The candidate needs to then return to the regional district workplace ( Urząd) to settle
the documents and pay the production cost for the physical card.

Summary of Costs and Timeline
Budgeting for a Polish driving license kartaxpresspoland.com needs accounting for medical examinations, school
tuition, state exam fees, and administrative expenses.

Cost Breakdown (Estimates in PLN)

Expense Item Approximate Cost (PLN) Description Medical exam 200 PLN Requirement fee set by the Ministry of
Health. Driving School Course (OSK) 2,500-- 4,000 PLN Varies by city, school, and transmission type (manual vs.
automatic). State Theory Exam (WORD) 50 PLN Repaired charge per attempt. State Practical Exam (WORD)
200 PLN (Cat. B) Fixed cost per effort. License Production Fee 100.50 PLN Paid to the regional administration
office upon passing exams. Overall Estimated Investment 3,050-- 4,550 PLN Total depends heavily on the
number of exam retakes are required.

Important Checklist for Applicants
To guarantee a smooth procedure without administrative delays, applicants must keep the following list helpful:

Valid passport or Polish home card

Evidence of legal home (lease arrangement, utility costs, or zameldowanie)

Medical certificate from an authorized doctor

One recent passport-style photo

Completed PKK application form

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/


Certificate naturally conclusion from an OSK (if taking official classes)

Payment invoices for state examinations and license processing

Exchanging a Foreign License in Poland
For migrants who already hold a driving license provided outside of the EU/EEA, Poland has specific regulations
regarding license exchange.

EU/EEA Licenses: Drivers holding a valid license from another EU or EEA nation are normally not required to
exchange it. They might drive in Poland till their license ends. However, they can voluntarily exchange it for a
Polish file if they wish.

Non-EU/EEA Licenses: According to Polish law, holders of non-EU licenses who reside in Poland for more
than 185 days must exchange their foreign license for a Polish one.

If the license was released by a nation that signed the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic, the
procedure usually involves sending the foreign license, a translation, a medical certificate, and paying
administrative fees. A re-test is normally not required.

If the license is from a country outside the Vienna Convention, the candidate should pass the state
theoretical exam (WORD) before the Polish license can be provided.

Last Thoughts
The process of getting a Polish driving license demands time, financial investment, and a willingness to
understand local administrative treatments. Nevertheless, the structured nature of the training guarantees that
newly accredited chauffeurs are well-equipped to deal with Poland's vibrant traffic environments. By preparing
documentation ahead of time, studying vigilantly for the examinations, and choosing a trusted driving school,
candidates can effectively shift from eager students to positive, lawfully certified drivers on Polish roads.


