
Understanding Agency Adoption and Identified
Adoption in Florida
When prospective adoptive parents begin their journey, they often encounter two main paths:
agency adoption and identified adoption. Each approach has its own structure, level of
involvement, and legal requirements. Knowing the differences can help you decide which route
aligns with your circumstances and preferences.

In a traditional agency adoption, a licensed adoption agency handles nearly every step. The
agency recruits expectant parents, conducts home studies, provides counseling, and manages
the legal paperwork. For many families, this full-service model offers reassurance that
professionals are guiding the process. The agency also typically has a pool of expectant
parents already working with them, which can shorten the wait for a match.

Identified adoption, sometimes called private or independent adoption, takes a different
approach. In this model, the prospective adoptive parents find an expectant parent on their
own, often through personal networks, online communities, or an adoption facilitator. Once the
two parties agree on an adoption plan, they work with an attorney to handle the legal steps.
The role of the adoption agency in this scenario is usually limited to completing the home
study and providing post-placement supervision if required by state law. This is where an
identified adoption attorney becomes essential. An attorney experienced in this area can guide
you through consent procedures, finalization, and the legal rights of all parties involved.



One key difference between the two models is the level of control and involvement. With
agency adoption, the agency often mediates communication between the prospective adoptive
parents and the expectant parent. This can be helpful for those who prefer a more structured
process with less direct negotiation. In identified adoption, the parties communicate more
freely, which can lead to a more open and personal relationship from the start. Some expectant
parents prefer this direct connection, as it allows them to choose the family they feel is the
best fit for their child.

Another consideration is the timeline. Agency adoption can move quickly if the agency has a
current match, but the wait depends on the number of available expectant parents and the
preferences of the adoptive family. Identified adoption may take longer initially because the
prospective parents must locate an expectant parent on their own. However, once a match is
made, the process can be faster since many steps happen concurrently rather than
sequentially through an agency.

Cost is another factor that often influences the decision. Agency adoption fees can be
substantial because they cover the agency's services, including counseling, advertising, and
administrative costs. Identified adoption may have lower overall fees, but it still involves
expenses such as the home study, legal representation, and any required post-placement
services. An identified adoption attorney can help clarify what fees are typical and what to
expect.

Legal requirements also differ between the two paths. In Florida, both agency and identified
adoptions must comply with state laws regarding consent, home studies, and finalization. For
identified adoption, the role of the attorney is more central. The attorney ensures that the
consent from the birth parent is properly obtained and filed, that the adoption plan meets legal
standards, and that the finalization hearing goes smoothly. The attorney also coordinates with
the adoption agency that performs the home study and any required post-placement reports.
For more information on how this process works in Florida, you can visit
jacksonvilleadoptionattorney.com for guidance on identified adoptions from matching through
finalization.

https://jacksonvilleadoptionattorney.com/


Another point to weigh is the level of support available to the expectant parent. Agency
adoption typically includes counseling and support services for the expectant parent, both
before and after the adoption. In identified adoption, the expectant parent may rely more on the
prospective adoptive parents or their attorney for support. Some attorneys can recommend
resources or counseling services, but the expectant parent might not have the same structured
support as they would through an agency.

Safety and risk management are also worth considering. Agency adoption usually involves
background checks and screening of both the adoptive family and the expectant parent. The
agency's protocols can reduce the risk of last-minute changes or legal complications. In
identified adoption, the prospective adoptive parents and the expectant parent are responsible
for verifying each other's backgrounds and intentions. Working with a qualified identified
adoption attorney can help mitigate these risks by ensuring that all legal documents are
properly executed and that the adoption complies with Florida law.

For some families, a hybrid approach works best. They may start with an identified adoption
but later decide to register with an agency if they are unable to find a match on their own.
Others may begin with an agency but later shift to an identified adoption if they prefer more
direct involvement. It is possible to switch paths, but doing so may require additional
paperwork and coordination between the attorney and the agency.

Ultimately, the choice between agency adoption and identified adoption depends on your
comfort level, budget, timeline, and desire for control. If you value a structured, full-service
process with built-in support, agency adoption may be the right fit. If you prefer a more hands-
on approach where you can directly connect with an expectant parent and have greater say in



the adoption plan, identified adoption could be a good match. An identified adoption attorney
can help you understand the legal nuances and ensure that your rights and responsibilities are
clear throughout the process. For more detailed information on the steps involved in an
identified adoption in Florida, visit jacksonvilleadoptionattorney.com to learn about the legal
process from matching through finalization.

No matter which path you choose, the goal remains the same: to build a family through
adoption. Taking the time to understand both options, consulting with professionals, and
asking questions can help you make a confident decision that aligns with your values and
circumstances.


