
10 Things Everybody Gets Wrong About The Word "How To Get Irish Driving Licence"

How to Get an Irish Driving Licence: The Complete Step-by-Step Guide
Protecting an Irish driving licence is a significant milestone, offering self-reliance and opening up brand-new
travel opportunities throughout Ireland and the European Union. However, the National Driver Licence Service
(NDLS) maintains an extensive, multi-step procedure created to ensure that every vehicle driver on the road is
safe, qualified, and completely informed.

Whether a candidate is a brand-new driver or moving an abroad licence, navigating the system requires careful
planning. This extensive guide outlines everything one needs to understand about acquiring an Irish driving
licence, from the initial theory test to getting complete accreditation.

Stage 1: Preparing for the Driver Theory Test (DTT)
The journey to a complete Irish driving licence starts long in the past anyone gets behind the wheel of a vehicle.
The necessary primary step is passing the Driver Theory Test (DTT).

The DTT is a computer-based multiple-choice test designed to evaluate an applicant's knowledge of:

Rules of the road

Threat awareness

Excellent driving behaviour

Road indications and signals

How to Prepare:

1. Study the Official Material: Candidates must purchase or study the main Rules of the Road book and utilize
the main DTT CD-ROM or online revision apps.

2. Schedule the Test: Tests can be scheduled online through the main Driver Theory Test website. A charge
(usually EUR45 for automobile chauffeurs) applies.

3. Sit the Test: The test includes 40 multiple-choice concerns, and candidates must score at least 35 correct
answers within 45 minutes to pass.

As soon as passed, candidates receive a DTT certificate, which is needed to look for a Learner Permit.

Phase 2: Applying for the First Learner Permit
With the theory test certificate in hand, the candidate can now apply for their very first classification B (cars and
truck) Learner Permit.

Important Requirements for a Learner Permit:

Be at least 17 years of age.

Offer a valid DTT certificate (issued within the last 2 years).

Provide proof of identity, address, and PPS number.

Pass a vision report (if relevant).



Complete the application form (readily available online or at NDLS centres) and pay the relevant fee.

Stage 3: Essential Driver Training (EDT) and Practice
In Ireland, student chauffeurs can not simply practice with pals or household without professional assistance. The
Road Safety Authority (RSA) mandates Essential Driver Training (EDT), a training program consisting of 12 one-
hour lessons with an Approved Driving Instructor (ADI).

Overview of the EDT Programme:

Structured Learning: Each lesson covers a specific module, varying from automobile controls and moving
off to threat understanding and night driving.

Logbook: The ADI will tape-record and approve each completed lesson in the student's main EDT logbook.

Sponsor Practice: Between lessons, students are motivated to experiment an experienced chauffeur (who
has actually held a full driving licence for at least two years). The student should display amber "L" plates on
the front and rear of the car at all times and must never drive unaccompanied.

Summary of the Licensing Process Timeline

Phase Action Required Secret Requirements Approximated Timeframe 1 Pass Driver Theory Test Study guidelines
of the roadway; pass computer exam 1-- 4 weeks 2 Get Learner Permit DTT certificate, ID, proof of address,
application cost 1-- 2 weeks 3 Total EDT Lessons 12 compulsory lessons with an ADI Minimum 6 months 4 Pass
Driving Test Dry run with RSA examiner Differs by test centre 5 Get Full Driving Licence Pass certificate, NDLS
application, fee 1 week

Stage 4: The Driving Test
After completing all 12 EDT lessons and holding the Learner Permit for a compulsory minimum period of six
months, the student is qualified to get the useful driving test.

What to Expect on Test Day:

1. Vehicle Check: The inspector will ask standard technical questions about the car and examine that the lorry
is roadworthy (valid NCT, tax, insurance coverage, and working lights/indicators).

2. Eyetest: The candidate should check out a number plate from a distance of approximately 20 metres.

3. Under-the-Hood/Controls Check: The prospect must demonstrate knowledge of secondary controls
(demisters, wipers, lights) and mention fluid check locations under the bonnet.

4. The Drive: A 35-to-40-minute drive on different road types, checking the prospect's observation,
positioning, usage of mirrors, progress, and total safety.

5. Reversing Maneuvers: Candidates will be tested on reversing around a corner and either a turnabout (three-
point turn) or parallel parking.

Phase 5: Applying for the Full Driving Licence
Upon successfully passing the practical driving test, the examiner will issue a Certificate of Competency. This
certificate stands for two years, within which the chauffeur should get their complete driving licence.



To complete the final step, applicants should visit an NDLS centre (or use online with a MyGovID Buy Irish
Driving License account) and submit:

The Certificate of Competency.

Their present Learner Permit.

A finished NDLS application.

The proper licence cost (ten-year licences are basic for most motorists).

Typical Mistakes to Avoid During the Process

Avoiding the EDT Logbook Entries: Ensure the ADI submits every finished lesson to the RSA portal quickly.

Expired Theory Certificates: Remember that the DTT certificate ends after 2 years if a Learner Permit is not
declared.

Driving Unaccompanied: Learner chauffeurs captured driving without a certified sponsor face large fines,
charge points, and potential car impoundment.

Getting an Irish driving licence needs persistence, financial investment, and devotion to security. By following the
structured path-- from passing the theory test and completing the 12 EDT lessons to passing the practical exam--
brand-new chauffeurs develop the critical skills needed to navigate Irish roads safely and confidently. As soon as
the complete licence is secured, vehicle drivers can enjoy the liberty of the open road while continuing to practice
safe, responsible driving practices.
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