
In 2026, enterprises handling payment card data face mounting pressure to meet PCI DSS (Payment Card
Industry Data Security Standard) requirements without sacrificing agility or innovation. Snowflake’s modern data
platform has emerged as a powerful choice for storing and processing regulated data, but its complexity and
compliance demands pose challenges. This raises the question: can a trusted partner ease your PCI DSS
journey on Snowflake? In this blog, we explore how partnering with vendors like STX Next, NTT DATA, and
Cognizant can help organizations efficiently achieve security and compliance readiness. We’ll also cover key
vendor selection factors for 2026, including partner tier verification, SnowPro certification counts, and AI
enablement via Snowpark and Snowpark ML.

Why PCI DSS Compliance Remains a Priority on Snowflake
PCI DSS is mandated to protect cardholder data and combat fraud. It mandates:

Encryption of stored and transmitted card data

Access controls and strict authentication

Regular vulnerability scanning and audit logging

Strong security governance and policies

Snowflake’s cloud-native architecture offers scale and flexibility but adds complexity to these controls:

Multi-cloud deployments require consistent security policies

Complex entitlement management for thousands of users

New tools like Snowpark introduce fresh layers needing validation

Without expert guidance, organizations risk compliance gaps that show up late in audits — causing costly
remediation.

Snowflake Partners: Why Vendor Selection Matters in 2026
Not all Snowflake partners are equally prepared to assist with PCI DSS and other regulated datasets. Here are key
criteria for selecting vendors that can truly add value:



1. Partner Tier & SnowPro Certification Counts: Verify partner tiers (Premier, Advanced, Elite) on Snowflake’s
partner directory. Higher-tier partners typically invest in skill development, particularly SnowPro certifications,
which ensure deep technical proficiency. Large SnowPro counts signal a team capable of complex compliance
implementations.

2. Security & Compliance Readiness: Look for documented experience with PCI DSS projects and evidence of
mature security governance practices. Partners like NTT DATA frequently publish case studies illustrating how
they integrated Snowflake’s security features with client compliance frameworks.

3. AI Enablement Expertise: Future proof your data environment by selecting partners skilled in Snowpark
and Snowpark ML. This enables advanced analytics and machine learning without exporting data—critical for
maintaining compliance boundaries.

4. Transparent Reviews on Clutch and G2: Always verify vendor claims with actual customer feedback on
review platforms. Be wary of buzzword-heavy profiles lacking concrete compliance examples.

Spotlight on STX Next, NTT DATA, and Cognizant

Vendor Partner Tier SnowPro Certifications PCI DSS Experience AI & Snowpark Skills Customer Ratings Summary
(G2/Clutch) STX Next Advanced 20+ SnowPro Certified Engineers Strong hands-on PCI DSS implementations in
fintech and retail Proficient in Snowpark development and ML deployment Consistently positive, praised for clear
communication and compliance focus NTT DATA Elite 50+ SnowPro Certifications Deep experience integrating
Snowflake security into PCI DSS frameworks globally Leading innovation in Snowpark ML and Cortex AI services
High satisfaction scores; noted for large-scale enterprise compliance projects Cognizant Premier 40+ SnowPro
Specialists Extensive PCI DSS consulting and managed compliance services Strong Snowpark ML capabilities; early
adopter of Cortex AI ecosystem Robust reviews highlighting security maturity and compliance governance

How Partners Support PCI DSS Compliance on Snowflake
A knowledgeable partner performs several key roles:

Governance Framework Setup: Defining access policies, segregation of duties, and audit controls aligned
with PCI DSS requirements.

Technical Security Implementation: Configuring network security, encryption at rest and in transit, and
integrating with identity providers like SSO and MFA.

Compliance Monitoring and Reporting: Establishing automated alerts for suspicious behavior, retention of
audit logs, and readiness for PCI DSS audits.

Snowpark & AI-Enhanced Controls: Employing Snowpark to run analytics and machine learning models
within Snowflake, reducing data movement risk. For example, use Snowpark ML to detect anomalies in
transaction data in real time, a strong fraud prevention mechanism aligned with PCI DSS.

Real-World Example: Using Snowpark for Compliance Automation

Imagine using Snowpark ML to automate evaluation of data access patterns—this can flag anomalous queries or
excessive https://www.devopsschool.com/blog/leading-snowflake-implementation-providers-8-firms-ranked-for-
2026/ extraction of cardholder data. Coupled with Cortex AI tools, organizations can proactively enforce policies,
achieving continuous compliance rather than reactive auditing. Partners like NTT DATA have pioneered such
solutions, weaving AI into security and compliance workflows.

Avoiding Pitfalls: Governance and Compliance as a Continuous Process

https://www.devopsschool.com/blog/leading-snowflake-implementation-providers-8-firms-ranked-for-2026/
https://www.devopsschool.com/blog/leading-snowflake-implementation-providers-8-firms-ranked-for-2026/


From firsthand experience in DevOps and cloud delivery, common implementation pitfalls include:

Unclear Scope: Avoid a cookie-cutter approach to PCI DSS. Define the exact regulated data and processes
touching Snowflake to scope controls properly.

Weak Governance: Without strong role-based access control by partners, organizations risk unmonitored
data exposure.

Ignoring Compliance until Late: Incorporating PCI DSS controls early in Snowflake deployment saves costly
rework and audit failures.

Choosing a partner with a proven track record in governance and compliance prevents these issues. Cognizant,
for example, emphasizes compliance from design through delivery across their Snowflake projects.

Cut Through AI Buzzwords: Verify Snowflake AI Readiness
Many vendors claim to be "AI-ready," but without specifics on Snowpark or Cortex integration, such claims can
be hollow. Verify that AI enablement is backed by:

Use cases implemented with Snowpark ML

Knowledge of Snowflake’s AI ecosystem (including Cortex)

Security and compliance controls embedded in AI workflows

Only then can organizations unlock innovations like real-time fraud detection or PCI DSS reporting automation
safely.

Summary: Can a Partner Help with PCI DSS Compliance on Snowflake?
Yes, but due diligence is essential. Selecting the right partner—based on partner tier, SnowPro
certifications, documented PCI DSS experience, AI enablement skills, and verified customer ratings—is critical
for success.

STX Next, NTT DATA, and Cognizant are strong contenders in 2026 with demonstrated capabilities in
security, compliance, and Snowpark ML innovations.



Partner enablement reduces late-stage compliance surprises by embedding governance deeply into Snowflake
from the get-go.

Real AI readiness involves measurable use of Snowpark and Cortex tools, not just marketing buzzwords.

If your organization handles regulated cardholder data on Snowflake, engaging a qualified partner is a strategic
investment to ensure tomorrow’s payments ecosystem stays secure, compliant, and intelligent.

Next Steps
1. Verify potential partners’ Snowflake tier and SnowPro certification counts on the official Snowflake Partner

Network website.

2. Check recent PCI DSS-related case studies and compliance project details on vendors’ websites.

3. Consult Clutch and G2 reviews specifically for compliance and Snowflake engagement feedback.

4. Ask partners for demonstrations of Snowpark ML use cases related to security and PCI DSS monitoring.

5. Plan a phased Snowflake compliance strategy with your chosen partner to integrate AI tools gradually and
securely.

By following these guidelines, your PCI DSS compliance on Snowflake will be more than a checkbox exercise—it
becomes a competitive advantage.


