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The Ultimate Guide to Obtaining a Polish Driver's License
Browsing the roads of Poland uses amazing liberty, whether one is commuting through the historical streets of
Warsaw or embarking on picturesque roadway journeys through the Tatra Mountains. However, for expats,
foreign citizens, and worldwide trainees, acquiring a Polish motorist's license ( Prawo Jazdy) can seem like a
challenging administrative labyrinth.

The process is rigorous, guaranteeing that every motorist on the roadway is thoroughly prepared. Thankfully,
with the right info, preparation, and patience, earning a Polish driver's license is totally achievable. This thorough
guide describes whatever one needs to know about the requirements, steps, costs, and exams involved.

1. Who Needs a Polish Driver's License?
Before beginning the procedure, it is important to determine whether getting a local license is necessary. The
rules depend heavily on the candidate's nation of origin and present residency status in Poland.

EU/EEA Citizens: Drivers holding a valid license released by an EU or EEA member state can typically drive in
Poland until their license ends. They are not needed to exchange it, though voluntary exchange for a Polish
license is permitted.

Non-EU Citizens (Vienna Convention): Individuals holding a license from a nation that signed the 1968
Vienna Convention on Road Traffic can drive in Poland for up to 185 days after taking up residency. After this
period, they must exchange their foreign license for a Polish one.

Non-EU Citizens (Non-Vienna Convention): Those originating from nations not celebration to the Vienna
Convention face more stringent guidelines. They can normally drive using an International Driving Permit
(IDP) together with their nationwide license for approximately 6 months, after which they should pass the
theoretical and practical examinations from scratch to get a Polish license.

2. Step-by-Step Guide to Getting a Polish License
For those who need to undergo the full training and screening process, the journey includes a number of unique
stages.

Step 1: Obtain a PESEL Number and Residency Proof

To connect with Polish government workplaces, a candidate must have a PESEL number (Polish resident
recognition number) and confirmation of momentary or long-term residency ( meldunek).

Action 2: Get a Medical Examination

An applicant needs to check kartaxpresspoland.com out an authorized occupational medication doctor ( lekarz
uprawniony do badań kierowców) for a quick health check-up. The physician will evaluate eyesight, hearing, and
general physical fitness to drive.

Cost: Approximately 200 PLN.

Step 3: Obtain a PKK Number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcu)

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/


The PKK is a distinct candidate profile number needed for all driving trainees in Poland. To get it, one must go to
the regional district workplace ( Urząd Dzielnicy or Starostwo Powiatowe) and send:

An application form.

The medical certificate.

One passport-sized photo (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

Evidence of identity (Passport and house card).

Step 4: Complete State-Approved Driving School Training ( Ośrodek Szkolenia
Kierowców - OSK)

While self-study is allowed for the theory examination in some contexts, registering in a qualified driving school
is highly recommended and obligatory for useful training.

Basic Category B (Car) Requirements:

30 hours of theoretical classes (covering traffic guidelines, first help, and vehicle mechanics).

30 hours of practical behind-the-wheel driving.

Note: For non-Polish speakers, finding an OSK that provides direction and examination preparation in English is
essential. Lots of schools in major cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław cater particularly to internationals.

Step 5: Pass the State Exams

Once training is complete, candidates need to pass 2 main tests administered by the provincial roadway traffic
center ( WORD - Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

3. Summary of Costs and Timelines
Budgeting for a Polish driver's license needs factoring in numerous costs, from medical checks to examination
attempts.

Expense Category Description Approximated Cost (PLN) Medical Exam Necessary health and vision check 150--
200 PLN Pictures Biometric driver's license images 30-- 50 PLN Driving School (OSK) Theory + 30 hours of
useful lessons 2,500-- 4,000 PLN State Theory Exam Cost paid straight to WORD 50 PLN State Practical Exam
Charge paid directly to WORD (Category B) 200 PLN License Issuance Plastic card production fee 100.50 PLN
Total Estimated Cost Full zero-to-hero procedure ~ 3,000-- 4,500 PLN

Timeline: The whole procedure generally takes anywhere from 2 to 4 months, depending on the driving school's
schedule, the student's learning rate, and waiting times for WORD test slots.

4. Deep Dive into the State Exams
Passing the state tests is the supreme difficulty. Fortunately, both tests can be taken in English (as well as
German and Russian, depending on the WORD branch), and translators are permitted for the useful exam under
specific conditions.

The Theory Exam ( Teoria)

Format: Computer-based test consisting of 32 multiple-choice concerns.



Scoring: The test utilizes a point system (from 1 to 3 points per concern based upon importance). Out of 74
total possible points, a prospect should score at least 68 points to pass.

Time frame: 25 minutes.

Idea: Practice apps including the authorities database of concerns are widely available and crucial for
success.

The Practical Exam ( Praktyka)

The practical test is notoriously strict and examines every aspect of car operation and roadway safety awareness.
It is divided into 3 stages:

1. Vehicle Preparation and Checks: The inspector will ask the candidate to inspect specific fluid levels (oil,
coolant, brake fluid) or test lights (indications, brake lights) on the car.

2. Manivering on the Course (Plac manewrowy):

Smoothly starting on an incline without rolling back.

Reverse driving (using the "S" shape or parallel parking/garage parking, depending on the random draw).

3. Urban Driving: Driving in genuine traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following the examiner's
instructions while obeying all roadway indications, speed limitations, and right-of-way guidelines.

5. Tips for Success
To take full advantage of the chances of passing on the first attempt, prospects ought to keep the following best
practices in mind:

Language Support: Ensure the chosen driving school and WORD center officially support English screening
to avoid miscommunication.

Master the Vocabulary: Learn fundamental Polish automotive terms (e.g., sprzęgło for clutch, hamulec for
brake) even if taking the exam in English, as inspectors may utilize standard terminology throughout useful
checks.

Practice Mock Exams: Use official state question banks repeatedly up until consistent scores of 90% or
higher are achieved.

Stay Calm During the Practical: Minor mistakes are typically forgivable, however vital errors (such as failing
to yield to a pedestrian or running a red light) result in immediate failure.

Summary Checklist for Applicants
Protect a PESEL number and temporary/permanent residence.

Pass the medical exam and receive the medical certificate.

Obtain and obtain a PKK number from the local community office.

Enlist in a licensed driving school (OSK) with English-language capabilities.

Total 30 hours of theory and 30 hours of practical driving lessons.

Pass the state theory exam at WORD.

Pass the state useful driving test at WORD.

Pay the license issuance charge and gather the physical Prawo Jazdy.



Starting the journey to protect a Polish chauffeur's license needs dedication and an investment of both money
and time. However, as soon as finished, motorists open the full capacity of Poland's well-maintained road
network, making travel, work commutes, and weekend expeditions incredibly practical.


