Choosing a divorce lawyer in Maryland is not a formality. It shapes your finances for years, your relationship with
your children, and how hard the next 12 to 24 months are going to be. People often shop for an attorney the way
they shop for a car, focusing on price or reputation, and then realize too late that they never asked the questions
that actually mattered.

The goal is not to find a perfect lawyer. The goal is to find the right lawyer for your case, your budget, and your

temperament, who truly understands Maryland law and the courts where your case will be heard.

Below are the key areas you should probe, along with the questions that usually separate a good fit from a bad

one.

First, ask how well they understand Maryland’s new divorce law

Maryland overhauled its divorce laws effective October 1, 2023. If a Divorce Lawyer In Maryland is not

immediately familiar with those changes, that is a serious warning sign.
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Maryland eliminated “limited divorce” and most fault grounds. Now, absolute divorce is generally based on:

® A 6-month separation, or
* |rreconcilable differences, or

* Mutual consent with a written agreement that resolves all issues

You want a lawyer who can explain, clearly and without legal jargon, how the new law for divorce in Maryland

applies to your situation.



Questions to ask:

“How does the new law for divorce in Maryland affect my case?”
Listen for whether they:

* Ask follow-up questions about how long you have been separated, whether you still live under the same roof,

and whether you and your spouse can reach a written agreement.
* Explain the difference between filing now versus waiting to meet the 6-month separation.

* Talk about strategy, not just procedure. For example, whether it is smarter in your case to negotiate a mutual

consent divorce, or to proceed based on irreconcilable differences.

If a lawyer gives you a canned response and does not tailor the explanation to your facts, imagine how generic

their strategy will be.

“Does Maryland require a separation notice or formal agreement?”

Maryland does not require a formal “separation notice,” but your lawyer should talk about how to document that
you are separated, especially if you still live in the same home. Courts care about when the marital relationship

truly ended, not just who moved out.

The answer should include practical guidance, such as sleeping in separate rooms, separate finances, and

communication that reflects a clear end to the marriage.

Questions about experience and fit, not just credentials

People often ask, “Who is the best divorce attorney in Maryland?” That question has no single answer. The “best”
for a high-conflict custody battle is not the “best” for a cooperative couple with complex finances, and certainly not

the “best” if you have a modest budget.

Better questions to ask in your consultation:

“What types of divorce cases make up most of your practice?”

You want to know whether they regularly handle:

® High-conflict custody disputes
* Middle-class asset division, including homes and retirement
* High net worth cases with businesses and multiple properties

* Mediation and collaborative divorce
If your case involves a contested custody fight and they tell you they mostly do amicable, paper-only divorces, you
may not be aligned.
“What courts do you practice in most often?”
Divorce in Maryland is handled at the circuit court level, and judges vary by county. Ask:

® Which counties they most frequently appear in

® Whether they have handled cases before judges who are likely to hear yours



A lawyer who knows the tendencies of a specific judge can give you better guidance on questions Divorce Lawyer
In Maryland like how to impress a judge in family court, what colors do judges like to see in terms of courtroom

attire, and how aggressively to litigate certain issues.

By the way, judges tend to prefer conservative, neutral colors: navy, gray, black, or muted tones. Clothes should be

clean, well-fitted, and unobtrusive. Your lawyer should care enough to tell you that unprompted.

“How do you approach communication with clients?”
This is where many relationships break down. Ask:

* How fast they typically respond to emails or calls
® Whether you will mostly deal with them, an associate, or a paralegal

* How they handle urgent issues, like a spouse cutting off access to money or trying to move the children

unexpectedly

If you leave the meeting unclear about who your actual day-to-day contact will be, expect frustration later.

The money questions: costs, fees, and financial strategy

People often whisper, “"How much does a divorce lawyer cost in Maryland?” instead of asking directly. You should
not tiptoe around this. Any professional Divorce Lawyer In Maryland should handle this question comfortably and

transparently.

“What is your billing structure, and what do you estimate my total fees might be?”

Most divorce lawyers in Maryland bill by the hour. Typical rates are often in the range of about $250 to $500 per
hour, depending on experience and geography. Retainers commonly start around $3,000 and can go up

significantly in complex cases.

A good lawyer will not promise a fixed total cost, but they should be able to give ranges for different scenarios,

such as:

e |f we reach a settlement early
* |f we need a temporary hearing on support and custody

e |f the case goes to a multi-day trial

If they refuse to give even a ballpark estimate, assume costs may spiral.

“Who pays for a divorce in Maryland? Can | get my fees back?”

In most cases, each spouse pays their own attorney. Maryland courts can award attorney's fees in some
circumstances, particularly if one spouse has significantly more financial resources or has acted in bad faith, but

you should treat that as a possibility, not a plan.

Your lawyer should clearly say that fee-shifting is discretionary and rare for the entire case. Be skeptical of any

promises that “your spouse will end up paying for this.”

“Can my husband cut me off financially during separation?”

If you are a lower-earning or non-working spouse, this is critical. Ask what happens if your spouse cuts off access

to joint accounts, closes credit cards, or refuses to pay basic bills.
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An experienced attorney will explain:

* How to seek temporary child support or alimony
* How judges view spouses who intentionally starve the other financially

* How to document current living expenses and income

You want a concrete plan for survival during the case, not just long-term strategy.

“How do you help me protect money before divorce?”

This should not trigger advice about hiding assets, which is illegal and self-defeating. Instead, a disciplined lawyer
will talk about:

® Gathering full financial records

® Closing or limiting joint credit lines

® Opening an individual checking account for your income

® Understanding which assets are marital property versus non-marital

If they gloss over documentation and budgeting, they are skipping the foundation of “how not to get screwed in

divorce.”

Property, retirement, and “what am | entitled to?”

Two of the most common questions at initial consultations are “What is a wife entitled to in a divorce in

Maryland?” and “What assets cannot be touched in a divorce?”

The law does not guarantee a wife half of everything. Maryland follows “equitable distribution,” which aims for a

fair division of marital property, not necessarily a 50/50 split.

"What assets are marital, and what assets are untouchable during divorce?”

Your lawyer should walk through the difference between marital and non-marital property. Non-marital property

can include:

* Assets owned before the marriage
® |nheritances or gifts to one spouse only
e Certain personal injury settlements

Even then, increases in value of non-marital assets and marital contributions to them can become part of the
analysis. There is no magic vault of assets that can never be considered.

When you ask what assets are untouchable during divorce, the honest answer is that very little is automatically off
the table. The better question is: “Which of my assets are strong candidates to be treated as non-marital, and how

do we preserve that argument?”

“Is my wife entitled to half my 401(k) in a divorce?”

Maryland courts can divide the marital portion of retirement accounts. Whether your spouse receives “half”
depends on the length of the marriage, contributions before and during the marriage, and the overall division of

property.



You should also ask, “Does my wife get half my pension if we divorce?” Pensions, military retirement, and other

defined benefit plans are often divided by formulas that account for service time during the marriage only.
Ask your lawyer:

* How retirement accounts are divided in your specific county
* Whether you will need a Qualified Domestic Relations Order (QDRO)

* How to offset retirement with other assets, like home equity

A careful attorney will not toss around "half” as a blanket answer. They will break down the numbers.

“Am | responsible for my spouse’s credit card debt in divorce?”

This is another area where Maryland law focuses on fairness, not automatic rules. You can be responsible for
marital debt, even if it is only in your spouse’s name, if the debt was used for marital purposes. By contrast, a

secret card used to finance an affair is a different conversation.

Ask how the judge in your jurisdiction typically looks at debt, and what documentation you should gather now.

Alimony and support: What to expect and what to ask

Alimony in Maryland is not guaranteed, nor is it strictly formula-based like child support. When you ask, “What
qualifies you for alimony in Maryland?” the answer should include several factors, such as:

® Length of the marriage

® |ncome and earning capacity of each spouse

* Age and health

® The standard of living during the marriage

® Contributions as a homemaker or primary parent

Ask your prospective lawyer:

“Given my facts, what kinds of alimony might realistically apply?”

Temporary alimony (during the case), rehabilitative alimony (shorter term to get you back on your feet), and, in
fewer cases, indefinite alimony. Good counsel will not promise lifetime support unless your case really appears to
justify it.

If you are the higher earner, also ask, “What is the biggest mistake in a divorce regarding alimony?” Often it is

agreeing to obligations you cannot meet long term just to “get it over with.” A seasoned attorney will talk
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honestly about your payment capacity and cash flow.

The house: why leaving can be a major strategic mistake

You will hear people say "Why is moving out the biggest mistake in a divorce?” or "Why should you never leave

your house in a divorce?” That advice is too absolute, but it signals an important issue.

In Maryland, whoever stays in the home often ends up with a practical advantage, especially if children are
involved. Judges like stability for kids, and the parent who remains in the home can appear as the “primary”
caretaker, even if that was not historically true.

Ask your lawyer:



“Who has to leave the house in a separation in Maryland, and what happens if | move
out?”

The answer should cover:

* How moving out can affect a later argument over custody

* How it impacts your use and possession rights to the home

Whether the court can grant one spouse temporary exclusive use

Safety concerns, including domestic violence, which override strategy

There are cases where leaving the house is clearly the right move, for safety or mental health. A nuanced lawyer

will help you weigh those factors instead of reciting a hard rule.

Children and parenting: questions that reveal real skill

Custody and parenting time issues require more than knowledge of statutes. They demand judgment, empathy,

and a clear sense of how to show the court you are a good parent.

“How do you build a custody case that shows | am a good parent?”
Look for an answer that goes beyond “we call witnesses.” Your lawyer should speak about:
* Documenting your day-to-day involvement: school, medical care, activities
® Using calendars, texts, and emails to show patterns

* How to talk to teachers and doctors without appearing to recruit them to “your side”

® Preparing you to testify in a calm, child-focused way

Judges want to see parents who put the child first, support the child's relationship with the other parent, and

avoid using the child as a messenger or therapist.

“What should a wife not do during separation? What should a husband not do?”

The gender does not matter. The same rules apply to both parents. Ask your lawyer to be brutally honest.
Common mistakes include:

* Trash-talking the other parent in front of the child

® Blocking reasonable parenting time out of anger

e OQOversharing adult details with the child

® Posting about the case on social media

® Introducing new romantic partners too quickly

When you ask, "How not to get screwed in divorce,” and children are involved, the answer often boils down to this:

act like the parent you hope the judge sees.

Mediation, negotiation, and what not to say

Maryland courts expect parties to try to resolve issues through negotiation or mediation where possible. Even

high-conflict cases often settle shortly before trial.

Ask your prospective lawyer:



“"What is your approach to mediation, and what not to say in divorce mediation?”

You want someone who can change gears. A lawyer who is only comfortable fighting can sabotage settlement.
They should warn you against:

® Making threats you are not prepared to carry out

* Confessing “I just want this over, | do not care about the money” in front of the mediator, because that will be

heard as an invitation to take advantage
® Using mediation as a therapy session to relive every wrong in the marriage

The lawyer should also explain how they prepare you: reviewing goals, creating a range of acceptable outcomes,

and identifying your real bottom lines.

Courtroom presence: judges, credibility, and small details that matter

People are often surprised by questions like “What colors do judges like to see?” or “"How to impress a judge in
family court?” They sound superficial until you have watched a custody case where one parent shows up in ripped

jeans and a graphic T-shirt.

Ask your lawyer:

“How do you prepare clients for court so they present well?”

The best attorneys treat your appearance and demeanor as part of the evidence. Listen for advice on:

® Dressing conservatively and neatly in court
® Speaking directly to the judge, not to your ex, when answering questions
* Avoiding eye rolls, sighs, and visible anger

* Being specific and factual in answers instead of venting

If your lawyer shrugs and says, “Just be yourself,” without guidance, that is not enough. Courts decide where your

children live and how your finances are divided, based in part on credibility. You need coaching.

Documents and preparation: what to gather before and after you hire

Before your first substantive meeting, ask the attorney which documents will be most helpful. Typically, for a
divorce in Maryland involving property, income, and children, you will be asked for a significant amount of

paperwork.
Here is a short checklist you can use as a starting point:

® |ast three years of tax returns and W-2s or 1099s
® Recent pay stubs and proof of any other income
® Bank, credit card, loan, and retirement account statements
* Mortgage documents, property deeds, and vehicle titles
® Any existing prenuptial or postnuptial agreements
A lawyer who does not care about documentation is leaving you exposed. These records will answer many of the

key questions: What assets cannot be touched in a divorce, how to protect money before divorce, and whether

you might be responsible for certain debts.



Spotting red flags in an attorney’s answers
The specific questions you ask matter, but how the lawyer answers matters more. Certain responses are red flags.
During the consultation, watch for these danger signs:

* They promise a specific outcome, such as “You will definitely get the house” or “Your wife will not see the kids
again.”

* They encourage hiding assets or suggest that the court "does not need to know" about certain accounts.

® They speak dismissively about judges, opposing counsel, or their own former clients.

* They refuse to discuss fees in writing or dodge questions about billing practices.

® They show little interest in your children or your safety, focusing only on “winning.”

An attorney cannot ethically guarantee results. Anyone who does is telling you what you want to hear, not what
you need to hear.

The biggest mistakes people make during divorce
Clients often ask, “What is the biggest mistake during a divorce?” There is no single answer, but patterns repeat.
Common mistakes in Maryland divorces include:

* Moving out of the home impulsively, then struggling to reestablish a presence in the children’s daily lives.

* Signing a settlement agreement without understanding long-term consequences for pensions, 401(k)s, or

taxes.
¢ Underestimating how much it costs to run two households and overreaching on alimony or support numbers.
® Ignoring court orders, even temporarily, which damages credibility severely.

* Treating the case as a moral referendum instead of a legal and financial process.

Another recurring problem is that people choose a lawyer based entirely on who sounds the most aggressive.
They later discover that “scorched earth” tactics have burned through their savings without improving the

outcome.

Final thoughts before you hire
Before you make a decision, reflect on what to know before you divorce:

* Are you clear about your priorities: children, home, retirement security, or emotional peace?
* Did the lawyer actually listen to you, or just talk over you?

® Do you understand their plan for the next 60 to 90 days?

A Divorce Lawyer In Maryland cannot make this painless. What they can do is protect your rights, reduce

avoidable damage, and guide you through a complex system with a clear head.

If you leave a consultation feeling more grounded, with a realistic sense of your options, that is a strong sign you
are in the right office. If you leave confused or pressured, trust that feeling and keep looking. The questions you

ask at the beginning may be the most important part of your entire case.
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