
When a small entryway feels crowded, the answer is not always “get rid of everything.” The better question is
whether each piece earns the space it takes up. A large console may offer useful storage, for example, but if it
narrows the path from the front door or becomes a drop zone for clutter, it may be making the entry harder to
use.

Start with measurements—not guesses. Before moving, buying, or keeping furniture, measure the entryway, the
pieces you own, and the route those pieces must travel into the apartment. As a Houston real estate broker, I’ve
seen plenty of downsizing moves go sideways because someone measured the room but forgot the doorway,
hallway turn, elevator, or building rules. A piece that fits in the floor plan still has to make it through the building.

Use this guide to decide what to remove, what to keep, and what to replace with something better suited to a
compact space.

First, Measure the Apartment and the Route In
Do not begin by shopping for compact shoe storage or a slimmer console. First, find out how much space you
actually have and what the building will allow. A tape measure, a notepad, and a few photos can prevent
expensive, frustrating surprises.

Measure the entryway

Record the entryway’s width and length, then note the space needed for the front door to open fully. Include the
door swing in your plan: a cabinet that fits against a wall can still block the door, interfere with the handle, or make
it difficult to get in and out. Also note the location of closets, outlets, vents, light switches, and any nearby doors.

Next, consider how much clear walking space you need. If a person carrying groceries or a suitcase has to turn
sideways to pass a piece of furniture, that piece may be too deep or too wide for the location. Your entry should
let people enter, leave, and set down everyday items without an obstacle course.

Measure the furniture and every doorway along the route

Measure each item’s height, width, and depth. For pieces with drawers, doors, or lids, measure how much room
they need to open. Then check the route from the outside entrance to the apartment: building doors, hallways,
tight turns, stairs, and elevators all count. Check the usable elevator dimensions and your building’s move-in
requirements with management.

Measure doorway width before you make plans for a sofa or other bulky furniture. For any large piece, compare its
dimensions with the narrowest point on the route and consider whether it can be safely turned or carried at an
angle. Do not rely on “it will probably fit.” Measure first, and ask movers about tricky turns before moving day.

Furniture to Remove From a Small Entryway
In a compact entry, prioritize the pieces that take up floor space without solving a real, everyday problem. These
are common candidates to remove, store, sell, or replace.

1. Large consoles

A deep console table can dominate a narrow entryway. It may look proportional in a spacious house but feel like
an obstacle in an apartment. Large consoles are especially likely to become clutter magnets: mail, bags, keys,



packages, and odds and ends collect on the surface, while the table’s depth cuts into the walking path.

Remove or replace a console if it narrows the route, blocks a door, or holds things you do not need near the
entrance. If you truly use an entry table, look for a shallower option that leaves the path open. A narrow wall-
mounted shelf may provide a landing spot for keys without taking up the same floor area.

2. Oversized benches and accent chairs

Seating can be useful for putting on shoes, but a full-size bench or accent chair drop-leaf table may be more
furniture than the entryway can accommodate. Keep a seat only if you use it regularly and can still move
comfortably around it. Otherwise, consider a small stool that can tuck beneath a shelf or a compact bench with
storage—provided its dimensions work in the actual space.

3. Extra shoe racks and bulky cabinets

Multiple shoe racks often appear one at a time, then gradually take over the floor. Count how many pairs need to
stay by the door, and remove shoes that belong in a closet or another room. Replace an open, sprawling rack with
compact shoe storage only if it holds the pairs you use most and does not interfere with the door or walking
route.

Be realistic about capacity. A slim cabinet that holds four pairs may be a good solution for one household and
useless for another. Check its internal dimensions, ventilation, and door clearance—not just its exterior width.

4. Freestanding coat racks

A tall coat tree can take up a surprising amount of floor space, especially when coats, bags, and umbrellas are
hanging from it. If you own a coat closet, use it. If you need everyday hanging space, coat hooks mounted
securely on the wall may reduce visual and physical bulk. Limit how many items hang there; a row of hooks
carrying every coat you own can look and feel just as crowded as a freestanding rack.

5. Furniture that stores things you do not use

A cabinet is not automatically useful because it has storage. If it is filled with out-of-season accessories, old mail, or
items that belong somewhere else, it may be using valuable entry space to hide a separate decluttering problem.
Empty it before deciding. You may find that you need a smaller piece—or no piece at all.

Decide What to Keep, Store, Sell, Donate, or Replace
Use a simple decision process for each item. Make the choice based on the item’s usefulness, condition, fit, and
replacement cost—not only on whether you own it or like it.

Decision Choose it when… Example Keep The item fits, serves a regular need, and leaves a clear path. A shallow
shoe cabinet used daily. Store You value the piece, but do not need it in the entryway right now. A seasonal bench
or rarely used coat rack. Sell The item is in good condition but too large or unnecessary for the new home. A large
console that works better in a bigger room. Donate The item is usable, but selling it is not worth the time and
effort. An extra shoe rack in decent condition. Replace You need the function, but the current piece is the wrong
size or shape. Replacing a deep table with wall-mounted coat hooks and a small shelf.

Ask five questions before keeping a piece

1. Do I use this item at least weekly?
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2. Does it fit the measured space without blocking a door or narrowing the route?

3. Can it get through the building and into the apartment?

4. Does it hold something I genuinely need near the entrance?

5. Would I choose this item again for this apartment, knowing its dimensions?

If an item fails the fit or access test, do not move it into the apartment just because it is already yours. A storage
unit can buy time if you are unsure, but set a date to revisit the decision. Paying to store furniture you do not
want is just a slower way to let it go.

Think About Scale and Visual Weight
Furniture can feel too large even when it technically fits. Its visual weight—the impression it makes in a room—
comes from more than its measurements. Dark colors, solid sides, chunky legs, heavy materials, and tall shapes
can make a small entryway feel crowded. Open frames, lighter finishes, and visible floor beneath furniture tend to
feel less imposing.

This does not mean every small apartment needs pale, delicate furniture. It means a piece should be considered in
relation to the whole space. A tall cabinet might work well against a broad wall but feel looming beside a narrow
doorway. A bulky bench with solid sides may look heavier than a simple bench of similar size.

Use a “one main function” rule

In a very small entry, choose one primary furniture function: shoe storage, a place to sit, or a landing spot for
essentials. A piece that combines functions can be worthwhile, but avoid stacking multiple items to solve the same
problem. For example, a shoe cabinet and a separate shoe rack may be unnecessary if the cabinet holds the pairs
you actually wear.

Keep useful items off the floor where possible

Coat hooks can move everyday jackets and bags onto the wall. A small wall shelf can hold keys or sunglasses.
Wall-mounted solutions do not create more square footage, but they can preserve the floor area that makes a
narrow entry feel passable. Install hooks securely and at a height that works for everyone who will use them.



For shoe storage, choose a location and capacity before you shop. If compact shoe storage cannot fit without
crowding the door, a closet, bedroom, or designated spot elsewhere may be the better answer. The entry does not
have to hold every item related to leaving the house.

What a Small Entryway Actually Needs
Most households need a practical landing system, not a collection of furniture. Start with the habits you want to
support. A simple setup may include a small tray or shelf for keys, a few coat hooks, and one compact shoe
solution. If you need a place to sit, add a seat only when there is enough room to use it comfortably.

For keys and small essentials: Use a shallow tray or wall-mounted shelf.

For everyday outerwear: Add a limited number of coat hooks or use the entry closet.

For shoes: Keep only the pairs used regularly near the door; store the rest elsewhere.

For sitting: Choose a compact seat only if it does not obstruct the route.

For packages and mail: Create a simple routine rather than dedicating a large table to accumulating piles.

A Practical Plan Before Moving Day
1. Measure the entryway, door swing, and available wall space.

2. Measure each furniture piece, including how drawers and doors open.

3. Check the full route into the apartment and confirm building move-in rules.

4. Mark the entryway dimensions on the floor with painter’s tape, then test the walking path.

5. Sort furniture into keep, store, sell, donate, and replace groups.

6. Move only the pieces that fit and serve a clear purpose.

7. Live with the essentials before buying anything new.



That last step matters. It is tempting to buy a new console or shoe cabinet before you move because it looks like
the perfect solution online. Wait until you see how the door opens, where people naturally drop their bags, and
what you actually use. A week of living in the apartment can reveal more than a furniture listing can.

The Bottom Line
Remove furniture from a small entryway when it blocks circulation, duplicates another item, stores things you do
not need at the door, or feels too visually heavy for the space. Large consoles, oversized benches, extra shoe racks,
and freestanding coat racks are common candidates—but the right answer depends on your measurements and
routines.

Measure the apartment, measure the furniture, and measure the route in before making a decision. Then keep
only what earns its footprint. A few well-chosen essentials—perhaps compact shoe storage, a small landing spot,
and coat hooks—can make an entryway work better than a room full of furniture.


