What to Expect When Hiring a DUl Defense
Attorney Media PA Residents Trust

If you have been arrested for driving under the influence in Delaware County, you are probably
feeling a mix of confusion, embarrassment, and fear. Those feelings are normal. What matters
next is how you respond. A DUI charge moves fast, and the decisions you make in the first few
days can shape the outcome for months or even years. That is why so many people in Media
and the surrounding towns turn to a DUI defense attorney Media PA when they get that
summons or citation.

| have sat across from clients who thought their case was hopeless. They blew over the legal
limit. They failed field sobriety tests. They had a prior offense. And in nearly every instance,
there was something we could do. Not a magic trick, but real legal work: challenging the stop,
the testing procedure, or the chain of custody on the blood sample. Pennsylvania DUI law gives
prosecutors a lot of power, but it also gives defense lawyers specific tools to push back. The
key is knowing when and how to use them.

Understanding What You Are Up Against

Pennsylvania divides DUI charges into three tiers based on blood alcohol content. The first tier
starts at 0.08 percent. The second at 0.10 percent. The third at 0.16 percent or higher. The
penalties get stiffer as you go up. A first offense at the general impairment level might carry no
jail time but still brings a license suspension, fines, and mandatory alcohol education. A third
offense at the highest tier can mean serious prison time.

But the numbers only tell part of the story. The real fight happens over the evidence. Was the
traffic stop lawful? Did the officer have reasonable suspicion to pull you over? Were the field
sobriety tests administered correctly? Did the officer follow the required observation period
before chemical testing? These are not technicalities. They are constitutional requirements. A
good lawyer knows how to expose a weak stop or a flawed test.

How ARD Can Change Your Outcome

One of the most valuable options in Pennsylvania is the Accelerated Rehabilitative Disposition
program, commonly called ARD. This program is not available to everyone, but for many first-
time offenders it can be a lifeline. Acceptance into ARD means you do not plead guilty. Instead,
you complete a period of probation, attend alcohol safety classes, perform community service,
and pay costs. At the end, the charge is dismissed and you can pursue expungement of the
arrest record.



ARD is not automatic. The district attorney in Delaware County has discretion over who gets in.
Some offices require a clean driving record. Others look at the BAC level. Some will deny ARD if
a minor was in the car or if there was an accident. A DUl defense attorney Media PA can
negotiate for your acceptance into ARD and argue why you fit the program. Without a lawyer

pushing for it, the DA may never consider you.

License Suspension and the SRN

One of the most immediate consequences of a DUI arrest is the potential loss of your driver's
license. PennDOT handles suspensions, and the clock starts ticking from the date of the arrest,
not the conviction. If you refuse chemical testing, Pennsylvania imposes an automatic one-year
suspension under the implied consent law. Even if you take the test and blow under 0.08, a
suspension can still happen if you are under 21 or if there were drugs involved.

There is a way to get limited driving privileges during a suspension: the SRN, or Special
Restricted Number. This allows you to drive to work, school, medical appointments, and court-
ordered programs. It is not a free pass. You must install an ignition interlock device on your
vehicle, and you can only drive during certain hours. But for people who live in the suburbs of
Delaware County where public transit is limited, the SRN can mean the difference between
keeping a job and losing one.

Ignition interlock is not just for the SRN period. For high BAC offenders and repeat offenders,
Pennsylvania now requires an interlock for a set period after the suspension ends. You pay for
the device and the monthly monitoring. It is inconvenient, but it beats sitting out a full
suspension with no driving at all.

The Court Process: What Happens After the Arrest

Most DUI cases in Delaware County start with a preliminary hearing at the district court level.
This is where the prosecution presents enough evidence to hold the case for trial. It is also
where your lawyer can cross-examine the arresting officer and start poking holes in the state's
case. Many people think the preliminary hearing is just a formality, but a skilled attorney can
use it to learn how the officer will testify later and to lock in statements that might help later.

After the preliminary hearing comes the pre-trial conference. This is where plea negotiations
happen. Your lawyer can present mitigating evidence: a letter from your employer, proof of
voluntary treatment, character references. The goal is to get a sentence reduction or a better
offer from the DA. Sometimes the best deal is ARD. Other times it is a reduced charge or a
shorter suspension.

If the case cannot be resolved, it goes to a formal arraignment and then to trial. Most DUI trials
in Delaware County are bench trials, meaning a judge decides the verdict rather than a jury.


https://stevenomearalaw.com/dui-offenses/delco-pa/

Your lawyer can file motions before trial, including a habeas corpus motion that challenges
whether the state has enough evidence to keep you in the system. If the stop was illegal or the
testing was botched, the whole case can fall apart before it ever gets to trial.

Field Sobriety Tests and Drug Recognition Experts

Field sobriety tests are not mandatory in Pennsylvania. You can politely decline them. Most
people do not know that. They assume they have to perform the walk-and-turn, the one-leg
stand, and the horizontal gaze nystagmus test. Those tests are subjective and often
administered poorly. The officer decides whether you pass or fail based on clues that can be
influenced by fatigue, nervousness, uneven pavement, or physical conditions.

If drugs are suspected, the police may call in a drug recognition expert. These officers are
trained to identify impairment from marijuana, stimulants, depressants, and other substances.
Their opinions carry weight in court, but they are not infallible. A good defense lawyer will
scrutinize the DRE's training, the specific indicators they noted, and whether those indicators
could have been caused by something else, like a medical condition or lack of sleep.

Chemical testing is another battleground. Blood samples can be mishandled, mislabeled, or
stored improperly. Breathalyzers need regular calibration and maintenance. If the chain of
custody is broken or the machine was not properly maintained, the test results may be
inadmissible. That can gut the prosecution's case.

Long-Term Consequences and How to Protect Yourself

A DUI conviction stays on your record permanently unless you get an expungement. For ARD
graduates, expungement is available after the program ends. For those convicted, it is much
harder to clear. Employers, landlords, and professional licensing boards can see a DUI
conviction. It can affect your insurance rates for years. It can also trigger a drive under
suspension charge if you are caught driving while suspended, which adds another layer of
penalties.

Pennsylvania DUI law is complex, and the stakes are high. You do not have to navigate it alone.
A DUI defense attorney Media PA can look at the specific facts of your case, identify the
weaknesses in the state's evidence, and build a strategy that gives you the best possible
outcome. Whether that means fighting the charges, negotiating a deal, or getting you into ARD,
having someone who knows the local courts and the prosecutors makes a real difference.

If you are facing DUI charges in Media or anywhere in Delaware County, do not wait. The
sooner you talk to a lawyer, the more options you have. The system moves fast, but with the
right guidance, you can move through it without losing everything.



