
Online slot rules should be easy to find before a player stakes money, clear enough to explain how the game
works, and available again while the game is being played. That sounds straightforward, but rules are often split
between a help screen, a paytable, a seperate terms page and information supplied by the operator. Important
details can be missed when players have to hunt across several places.

Regulatory requirements differ by jurisdiction and can change. This article explains practical expectations and the
principles behind rules availability, with a focus on MGA guidance. It is not legal advice. Operators and
suppliers should check the current rules that apply to their licence, products and markets rather than treating a
general explanation as a compliance checklist.

Where should the rules appear?
For a player, the most useful place is inside the game itself: a clearly labelled “Help”, “Rules” or “Paytable” button
that is available before a spin and remains accessible during play. The information should explain the mechanics of
that specific game, not just link to generic casino terms. If the game launches in a new window or on a mobile
screen, the rules should still be easy to locate and read.

Game rules can also be provided on an operator’s website, but a separate page should not be the only practical
route if the player cannot readily find it from the game. An operator’s general terms may explain account, payment
or bonus conditions; they do not replace a game-specific explanation of symbols, winning combinations and
feature triggers.

In the game: Provide a visible, working route to the rules and paytable.

Before play: Let players review the information before staking, where the product and applicable rules
require or expect this.

During play: Keep the rules accessible without forcing the player to guess how a feature works.

Outside the game: Use operator help pages or links as a supplement, not as an obscure substitute for game
information.

Whether a particular regulator prescribes a precise button label or screen position is a separate question. Avoid
turning a sensible usability recommendation into a claim that every regulator mandates the same interface design.



The important editorial and compliance question is whether the required information is accurate, understandable
and readily available to the player.

What does MGA guidance mean in practice?
The Malta Gaming Authority (MGA) regulates authorised gaming activity in Malta’s jurisdiction. Its framework and
technical requirements should be read in their current form and applied to the relevant licence, game and
operator. The phrase “MGA guidance” is often used loosely online, so it is worth distinguishing a binding rule or
directive from a guidance document, an audit expectation or a general best practice.

In practical terms, an MGA-regulated business should be able to show that players receive clear information about
the games offered and that the published information matches the game’s approved configuration. The exact
obligations depend on the applicable instruments and the roles of the operator and supplier. A compliant-looking
help screen is not enough if it describes a different version of the game or leaves out a material condition.

For content teams, the safest approach is to verify the current rules against the approved game materials and the
applicable regulatory requirements. Do not assume that a short summary on an affiliate page, app listing or game-
launch screen replaces the full information that the operator must make available. Nor should a general statement
about an MGA licence be presented as proof that every game screen meets every requirement.

Operators such as MrQ may present games from multiple suppliers, each with its own interface and
documentation. The operator’s role is not simply to trust that a supplier’s rules are understandable: the
information shown to its customers should be accessible and consistent with the game being offered. This is a
practical point, not a claim about the compliance status of any particular product or screen.

What should the rules explain?
You know what's funny? a useful rules screen does more than list symbol values. It tells players how to identify a
win, what happens when a feature is triggered, and which conditions can change the result. A clear paytable
should be specific to the game and should not leave core mechanics to interpretation.

Information What players need to understand Symbols and payouts Which ordinary symbols pay, how many are
needed, and the value or method used to show the award. Win evaluation Where matching symbols must land
and how the game counts combinations or groups. Wilds and special symbols What a symbol substitutes for, what
it cannot substitute for, and any special conditions. Features Trigger requirements, feature behaviour, retriggers
and any stated limits or reset conditions. Bet and award basis Whether displayed awards depend on the stake,
coin value, number of ways or another game-specific setting.

Ordinary symbols and how wins are evaluated

Rules should identify the ordinary symbols—the standard card ranks, objects or themed icons that form regular
wins—and explain what combinations qualify. It is not enough to say that three matching symbols “win” if the
game actually requires them on a particular line, in a specified direction, or in connected positions.

Players also need to know whether the game evaluates wins from left to right, from either end, on fixed paylines,
or through another stated method. If multiple wins can occur on one spin, the rules should make clear how they
are counted and whether overlapping combinations are treated separately. The information should match the
paytable and the game’s dearblessings.com actual behaviour.

Paylines, adjacent pays and cluster pays are not interchangeable
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These terms describe different ways of evaluating symbols. On a paylines game, matching symbols generally need
to land on one of the displayed lines, with the paytable explaining the required positions and direction. A game
may have fixed lines or another defined line configuration; the rules should say which.

Adjacent-pay games typically evaluate matching symbols in neighbouring reel positions, often beginning from a
specified side. “Adjacent pays” does not, by itself, tell a player every detail: the rules still need to state the required
sequence, direction and any relevant reel conditions.

Cluster pays usually count a connected group of matching symbols, rather than a line. The game should explain
what counts as connected, the minimum cluster size and what happens to winning symbols after a feature or
tumble, if applicable. A general “ways to win” label is not a substitute for explaining the game’s actual evaluation
method.

Theme and visuals do not mean identical rules

Two slots can use similar artwork, sound, characters or symbol designs while having different mechanics. A familiar
theme does not establish that the games share a payline layout, symbol values, bonus triggers or wild behaviour.
Even games from the same supplier may differ in their rules or configuration.

That is why rules should be checked on the specific game screen rather than copied from a visually similar title. The
game name and version matter. If an operator offers a mobile and desktop presentation, editors should verify that
the information refers to the same underlying game and that the accessible rules are not stale.

Wild substitution rules and exclusions

A wild symbol is not automatically a substitute for every symbol. The rules should state what it can replace and list
meaningful exclusions. For example, a wild may substitute for ordinary symbols but not for a scatter or bonus
symbol; it may appear only on certain reels; or it may have a special role instead of ordinary substitution.

Check whether the wild can form a win on its own, whether it appears in all game modes, and whether any
enhanced or expanding behaviour has conditions. These details should not be inferred from the symbol’s
appearance or animation. A dramatic wild animation does not explain its full rules.

Downloaded games rules: what if the game is installed?



Some products are accessed through a download, installed client or app rather than a conventional browser game.
“Downloaded games rules” should still be treated as player information, not as a reason to make the rules difficult
to inspect. The player should be able to find the relevant rules in the game or through a clear route provided by
the operator.

Where a download includes game information locally, it should correspond to the version actually being played. If
the game needs an internet connection to show current rules, the link should work on the supported device.
Operators and suppliers should also consider what happens after a game update: old screenshots, cached help
files or outdated documents can create a mismatch between the rules and the live product.

“No prices mentioned in the scraped content” is not a licence to guess
One common content mistake is to see the note “No prices mentioned in the scraped content” and then fill
the gap with invented payout amounts or assumed symbol values. Do not do that. A scrape may have missed an
image-based paytable, a pop-up, a dynamic value or content that only appears after a setting is selected. The
absence of data is not evidence that the game has no payouts, nor is it permission to estimate them.

For slot rules, “price” may also be an imprecise label for an award, payout or symbol value. If the source provides
no figures, say that the values were not available in the material reviewed. One client recently told me learned this
lesson the hard way.. Then inspect the game’s own paytable or obtain the approved documentation before
publishing numerical claims. Never copy figures from a lookalike title.

When scraping or summarising, preserve the distinction between what the source states and what still needs
verification. A useful editorial note is: “Payout values were not present in the supplied text; check the in-game
paytable.” That is more reliable than presenting a complete-looking table built from assumptions.

A practical review checklist
Before publishing or approving a rules page, work through the game itself and its documentation. As a minimum,
check:

1. Access: Can a player find the rules before play and return to them during play?

2. Version: Does the screen describe the exact game and configuration being offered?

3. Ordinary symbols: Are qualifying combinations and their award basis explained?

4. Evaluation method: Are paylines, adjacent pays, ways or clusters described accurately?

5. Special symbols: Are wild substitutions and exclusions stated clearly?

6. Features: Are trigger counts, reel positions, exclusions, retrigger rules and reset rules checked?

7. Values: Are payout figures supported by the paytable rather than inferred from scraped text?

8. Readability: Can players read the information on the devices and screens the operator supports?

Clear rules are better than a buried link
The short answer to “where should online slot rules be displayed?” is: where players can readily find and
understand them, ideally within the game, with any operator help page serving as a useful additional route.
Regulatory details vary, so claims about what the MGA or another authority specifically requires should be
checked against current official material.



For operators, suppliers and publishers, the core task is to make game-specific information accurate and usable.
Explain how ordinary symbols are evaluated, distinguish paylines from adjacent and cluster pays, avoid assuming
that similar visuals mean identical mechanics, and spell out wild exclusions. If payout values are missing from
scraped content, verify them or say they are unavailable—never make them up.


