
Understanding concentrate horse feed?
Concentrate horse feed is a high-nutrient form of horse feed designed to supply more digestible energy,
protein, vitamins, and minerals per pound than forage alone. It is typically fed alongside hay or pasture as part
of a balanced ration, especially when a horse’s needs are increased than what forage can provide by itself.

Common types of horse feed in the concentrate category include commercial pellets, textured feeds, ration
balancers, complete feeds, and traditional horse feed grain mixes. Some concentrates are built for maintenance,
while others support performance, weight gain, or specific life stages. The key difference is that concentrate is
not the base of the diet; it is a supplement to forage that helps fill nutritional gaps.

Many owners use the term horse feed to mean any feed product in a bag or bin, but in practical equine nutrition,
concentrate has a specific role. It delivers a concentrated source of calories and nutrients in a smaller serving
size. That can be useful for horses that struggle to hold condition, have increased workload, or need targeted
support for gut health and recovery.

Not every horse needs concentrate horse feed. A mature horse on excellent pasture and good hay may maintain
body condition with little or no concentrate at all. Others, especially hard-working horses or hard keepers, may
need a more calorie-dense option to meet daily requirements without overloading the digestive tract with large
meal sizes.

Concentrate vs forage: what sets them apart?
The key difference in equine nutrition is between forage and concentrate. Forage covers hay and pasture, and
it should be the basis of the horse’s diet. Concentrate horse feed is the “top-up” that provides nutrients and
energy when forage is not enough.

Forage is naturally high in fiber, which supports chewing, saliva production, and digestive function. That makes it
vital for gut health and steady digestion. Concentrates are usually lower in fiber and higher in starch, fat, or other
calorie sources, which makes them more energy-dense. A horse may eat many pounds of hay to meet daily fiber
needs, but only a smaller amount of concentrate to increase calorie intake.

This is the practical way to view it:

Forage is the foundation for digestive health and normal feeding behavior.

Concentrate adds energy, protein, and nutrients that forage may not fully supply.

A horse with lower demands may do well on forage alone.

A horse in performance, underweight, or growing may need concentrate to maintain a proper body
condition score.

As forage and concentrate digest in different ways, the goal is always to preserve a healthy balance. Excess
concentrate with too little forage can increase digestive stress. A smart feeding program keeps forage as the base
and uses concentrate only as needed to support the horse’s workload, body condition, and health.

Why horses are given concentrates
Owners feed concentrates for a few main reasons: additional energy, added nutrients, improved body
condition, and stronger support for work capacity. Animals that work hard burn more calories, and forage alone
may not suffice to replace what they use during training, competition, or heavy labor.



Such rations can also help horses that are older, growing, recovering, or naturally lean. Many horses simply need
more nutrients than they can consume from hay and pasture alone. In those cases, a concentrate can make the
diet more concentrated without forcing the horse to eat excessive amounts of forage at one time.

This nutrient is another reason concentrates are used. While forage contains protein, the amount and amino acid
profile may not be ideal for every horse. A concentrate can help support muscle maintenance, topline, and overall
condition when paired with quality forage.

In many cases, the actual goal is not “more feed” but a better well-balanced diet. That might mean a horse with
good hay but a higher workload gets a performance concentrate, while a horse that is easy keeping may need
only a ration balancer or very small amount of feed. The right choice depends on the horse’s needs, not just the
label on the bag.

What amount of grain to feed a horse per day
There is no universal answer to how much grain to feed a horse per day. The ideal feeding rate horse feed for
weight gain in UAE depends on the horse’s body weight, exercise demands, roughage quality, body condition,
and the calorie density of the feed. A useful horse feeding chart will always be a starting point, not the final
word.

In general, horses should not be given large grain meals. Their digestive tract is better suited to smaller meals
given more often paired with adequate forage. Overfeeding grain can increase the risk of digestive upset and
other nutritional problems.

To estimate a starting point, compare the horse’s current body condition score and activity level to the product’s
recommended feeding range. Then adjust slowly while watching condition, energy level, and manure consistency.
Horses in light work usually need less concentrate than horses in moderate or heavy performance programs.

An easy approach looks like this:

Calculate the horse’s body weight.

Read the concentrate label for the recommended feeding range.

Set the amount to the horse’s workload and body condition.

Start at the low end and increase gradually if needed.

Keep forage available as the diet base, including free choice hay when appropriate.

A horse feeding chart can help you compare the total feed plan, but it should always be used with common
sense and product-specific directions. If a horse is not holding weight, the answer may be a more calorie-dense
feed, better forage, or both.

What is sweet feed for horses?
Sweet horse feed is a textured feed mix that often includes horse feed grain, feed pellets, and molasses syrup.
Molasses boosts flavor appeal, which means many horses often prefer sweet feed more attractive than straight
pellets or a dry mix. That can be helpful for picky eaters, but it can also encourage overconsumption if not
managed carefully.

People often ask about tractor supply sweet feed because it is a common example of this product style. Sweet
feed is usually marketed as an budget-friendly, easy-to-feed option, but the nutritional profile can vary widely.
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Some versions are primarily grain heavy and higher in starch, while others include more fiber or added vitamins
and minerals.

Sweet feed is not automatically better or worse than other concentrates. The real question is whether it fits the
horse’s needs. For a horse that needs extra calories and readily accepts textured feed, sweet feed may work well.
For horses prone to metabolic issues, a lower-starch option may be more appropriate.

When comparing sweet feed products, look beyond the taste appeal. Check fiber, starch levels, protein content,
fat content, and mineral balance. The best choice is the one that supports digestion, energy needs, and healthy
body condition rather than the one that simply smells the sweetest.

Best horse feed brands and popular product lines
There are many best horse feed brands depending on the horse’s needs, but some names come up often
because they offer a wide range of formulas. Shoppers frequently compare purina horse feed, tribute horse
feed, nutrena horse feed, and triumph horse feed when looking for performance, maintenance, or weight-
support diets.

Brand reputation counts, but the product label matters more. A brand may provide a great performance feed and
a basic maintenance option at the same time. The goal is not to choose the most famous name; it is to pair the
product to workload, body condition, age, and forage quality.

Purina Impact Performance and other performance feeds

purina impact performance is considered one of the most recognized performance feeds in the Purina
collection, and it is frequently discussed alongside purina impact horse feed and purina performance horse
feed. These products are generally created for horses with greater calorie demands, increased exercise, or a need
for support beyond basic maintenance.

A proper performance horse feed usually focuses on digestibility, moderate starch, and a nutritional profile that
supports muscle function and recovery. When feeding horses with consistent exercise, a performance formula
can support maintain a strong body condition score without requiring excessive grain meals.

Tractor Supply, Runnings, and Chewy horse feed options

Many horse owners get horse feed from retail chains and online suppliers, so it is usual to look at tractor supply
horse feed, runnings horse feed, and chewy horse feed. Such sellers often stock multiple horse feed brands,
which makes head-to-head ingredient comparison easier.

The convenience of these stores can be useful, especially when you need a reliable supply. Still, focus on
ingredient quality, nutrient balance, and appropriateness for the horse rather than the retailer name alone. A feed
that works for one horse may be unsuitable for another.

Best horse feed for weight gain and hard keepers
The ideal horse feed for weight gain is not necessarily the one with the highest amount of grain. For hard
keepers, the ideal feed often offers a smart blend of calories, digestibility, and digestible fiber. That helps the
horse absorb more usable energy without taxing the digestive system.

Begin by assessing the horse’s condition score. If the score is low, the horse may need more calories overall,
better-quality forage, or a more energy-dense concentrate. In many cases, adding fat and highly digestible fiber



can be a better approach than simply increasing starch-heavy grain.

Feeds for weight gain often prioritize:

Greater calorie density

Quality protein

Easily digested fiber sources

Managed starch levels

Good palatability so the horse actually eats the ration

Hard keepers may premium horse feed UAE also benefit from more frequent meals and consistent access to
forage. If a horse still fails to gain despite a proper plan, the issue may be health-related rather than nutritional.
That is when a professional review becomes important.

How to read a horse feeding chart
A horse feeding chart is a tool for matching feed amount to weight, workload, and body condition. It usually
provides a feeding rate based on the horse’s size and the product’s nutrient density. But the chart is not a one-
size-fits-all rulebook.

When reading a chart, first identify whether the recommendation is for maintenance, light work, moderate work,
or heavy work. Then compare that recommendation to the horse’s actual body weight and current feed intake. A
chart may assume good forage intake, so if forage quality is poor, the concentrate amount alone may not solve
the problem.

It helps to think of the chart as part of the larger ration plan. A horse receiving free choice hay may need a
different concentrate amount than one with restricted forage access. The chart also should be adjusted for
weather, workload changes, and body condition shifts over time.

If you apply a guideline correctly, it can help prevent underfeeding, overfeeding, and guesswork. The best results
come from combining label directions with frequent condition checks and steady observation of appetite,
manure, and overall demeanor.

How much does horse feed cost?
The cost of horse feed varies by brand, formula, and region, which is why many owners search how much does
horse feed cost before making a decision. Concentrated feeds with specialized ingredients, higher fat, or
performance-focused nutrition usually cost more than basic grain mixes.

If you want a clearer estimate, a feed cost calculator for horses can be useful because it helps convert bag price
into daily or monthly cost. That gives a better picture than simply comparing shelf prices. Two products may have
very different costs per bag but nearly the same cost per feeding if one is more nutrient-dense.

Bag weight matters too. A larger bag might seem cheaper, but the real value depends on the recommended
feeding rate and how long the bag lasts. A feed that requires a smaller daily amount may actually cost less over
time even if the bag price is higher.

To compare cost fairly, look at the price per day, not only the sticker price. Consider the horse’s actual nutrient
needs, the quality of forage, and whether the concentrate replaces other supplements or simply adds to the
ration.
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Which horse feeds should be avoided?
There are certainly worst horse feed brands in the sense that some products are poorly matched to equine
needs, but no brand is universally bad in every situation. The smarter approach is label review and ingredient
selection review. A feed can look appealing on the front of the bag while still offering weak nutritional balance
or an awkward ingredient profile.

When evaluating horse feed, examine whether the product fits the horse’s workload, age, and body condition.
Watch for vague ingredient descriptions, excessive filler, or a formula that is too high in starch for a sensitive
horse. A feed can be inexpensive and still be a poor value if it does not support the ration properly.

Potential red flags include:

Vague ingredient origin

Unsuitable fit for the horse’s workload

Uneven nutrient levels for the intended use

Heavy dependence on starch when fiber or fat would be better

It is usually wiser to compare the horse’s needs against the label than to chase the top-selling product. A feed
that is “good” for one horse can be the wrong choice for another.

Can you feed horses carrots and treats?
Yes, feeding horses carrots is generally fine in moderation, and many horses enjoy them. The same goes for
other treats, as long as they are offered as part of safe feeding practices. Treats should remain a small part of
the diet so they do not displace forage or concentrate balance.

Because carrots contain sugar, they should be fed thoughtfully to horses with metabolic concerns or those on
controlled diets. The goal is not to eliminate treats but to keep them sensible. Treats are best used as occasional
rewards, not routine calorie sources.

Safe feeding means thinking about size, frequency, and the horse’s health status. Large pieces can be a choking
risk, and too many sugary treats can interfere with a carefully designed ration. If a horse has special dietary
needs, it is wise to ask a professional before making treats a regular habit.

Choosing the right concentrate for your horse
Selecting the right concentrate depends on age, activity level, body condition, and the advice of a
veterinarian. A young horse, a senior horse, and a hard-working athlete all have different nutritional
requirements. The right product for one may be inappropriate for another.

Begin by determining the horse’s main need. Is the horse underweight, in moderate training, sensitive to starch,
or simply maintaining condition? Then compare that need with the feed’s calorie source, protein level, fiber
content, and intended use. Concentrates should support the total ration, not replace forage.

This practical decision framework looks like this:

If the horse maintains weight easily, a lighter concentrate or feed balancer may be enough.

If work makes the horse lose weight, a higher-calorie concentrate may help.

If the horse is a hard keeper, focus on digestibility and dense calories.

When digestive or metabolic concerns are present, choose the formula carefully and consult a professional.



The best plan is one that remains realistic over time. This means the feed needs to match the horse, the barn
schedule, and the budget without giving up nutrition.

When to call a vet or equine nutritionist
Contact a veterinarian or equine nutritionist when the horse is losing weight, eating poorly, showing digestive
discomfort, or not responding to a well-planned ration. Problems like colic and laminitis can be serious, and
feeding changes should be handled carefully when those risks are present.

Professional help is also important when you are unsure whether the problem is dietary or medical. A horse that
appears underconditioned may need parasite control, dental care, or disease evaluation in addition to feed
changes. Good digestive health is about the whole picture, not only the bag in the feed room.

When a horse has repeated loose manure, poor condition despite adequate feed, or sudden behavior or appetite
changes, do not continue guessing. A professional can help refine the ration, assess forage quality, and
determine whether a different concentrate or management change is necessary.

FAQ

What is concentrate horse feed?

Concentrate horse feed is a dense source of nutrients used to provide calories, protein, vitamins, and minerals in
a horse’s diet. It is usually fed with forage such as hay or pasture and is helpful when a horse needs more
nutrition than forage alone can provide.

Is concentrate the same as grain or sweet feed?

Not exactly. Grain is a single kind of concentrate, and sweet feed is a textured concentrate that usually contains
grain plus molasses. Concentrate is the broader category, while grain and sweet feed are specific examples within
it.

How much concentrate should a horse eat per day?

The proper amount depends on body weight, workload, forage intake, and the specific product’s feeding rate.
Begin with the label directions, then tweak based on body condition, appetite, and overall ration balance.

What is the best horse feed for weight gain?

The ideal horse feed for putting on weight is usually one that provides more calories through digestible fiber, fat,
and balanced nutrients rather than excessive starch. The best option depends on the horse’s condition score,
workload, and digestive needs.

How do I choose between different horse feed brands?

Evaluate the label rather than the brand name. Assess ingredient quality, nutrient balance, feeding rate, and
whether the feed fits the horse’s age, activity level, and body condition. Brands such as purina horse feed, tribute
horse feed, nutrena horse feed, and triumph horse feed all provide different formulas for different goals.


