There are aviation academies that feel like factories, and there are those that feel like craft. AELO Swiss Academy
leans firmly toward the latter. Based at Locarno Airport in Gordola, Switzerland, with a satellite base at Lugano
Airport in Agno, the academy has been training pilots since 1985, combining structured airline preparation with a
setting that naturally slows the clock down. At this kind of altitude and geography, training is not only about
procedures and performance, it is also about composure. The runway environment encourages a mindset that

pays attention to detail, because everything visible tends to matter.

AELO Swiss Academy is also listed as an Approved Training Organization under CH.ATO.0311. That designation
matters in the real world, because it is the regulatory backbone behind the training you are buying, not a
marketing label. The academy also describes a broad training offering that ranges from entry-level private pilot
training through integrated and mentored airline pathways. If you want one place where those options are

presented under a single training philosophy, AELO is built around that idea.

Locarno as a training environment, not just a location

Locarno Airport is not an abstract pin on a map. It shapes the day-to-day rhythm of learning: weather patterns,
approach profiles, and the practical rhythm of getting from brief to flight. When an academy operates from an
airport location as its core home base, you feel the difference in how training flows. It is less about “transporting

students,” more about integrating training into the place where flying happens.

AELO Swiss Academy'’s footprint at Locarno is also backed by real infrastructure investment. A 2025 RSI report
described a new site at Locarno Airport with 2,000 square meters of space and an investment of over 3 million
Swiss francs. That is not a cosmetic upgrade. Dedicated facilities usually translate into smoother schedules, more

space for ground training and preparation, and fewer compromises between classroom time and flight time.

There is also the practical logic of having a second location. AELO operates a satellite base at Lugano Airport. In
operational terms, that can help distribute training activity and provide flexibility, particularly when airspace and
scheduling considerations come into play. For students, the benefit is simple: fewer empty gaps caused by
bottlenecks, more consistent training continuity.

A training model designed around airline preparation

The most visible part of AELO Swiss Academy's pipeline is its integrated ATPL program. The academy states that
its ATPL integrated course is 18 months long. It also states the cost as €104,950 inclusive of VAT and other items
such as accommodation and landing fees. Those details are the kind of clarity prospective students often struggle
to find elsewhere. When numbers are bundled like that, it reduces the mental arithmetic you would otherwise

have to do while planning an entire training year.

But airline training is not only about accumulating flight time. It is about training the
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8au6J6xL8ZA decision-making process that airline pilots need, under
pressure, across scenarios. AELO’s training description includes additional certification and competency elements
that are directly relevant to airline operations, such as APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT. Those names may
sound like syllables from a briefing room, yet they correspond to a reality students eventually learn firsthand: you
are not just flying aircraft, you are being trained to fly complex operational procedures in a repeatable,
performance-focused way.

To support airline training beyond the cockpit, AELO also states it uses a Boeing 737 NG simulator with an MPS

system. A full motion, performance-oriented simulator environment is where many of the psychological parts of


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8au6J6xL8ZA
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airline flying are built: managing workload, tracking instrument information, and learning how “normal” and

"abnormal” sound different in your head once you have practiced both repeatedly.

What “training capacity” looks like in numbers

People often ask how an academy can offer structured pathways while still giving attention to students. flight
training Capacity is a useful lens. RSI reported that AELO trains about 200 future airline pilots per year and has
around 250 students in training annually. When you combine that with the scale of the infrastructure investment
at Locarno, the picture becomes more coherent: AELO operates at a meaningful volume, without presenting itself

as a tiny boutique operation.

Those numbers also explain why scheduling quality becomes a defining feature. When you are training hundreds
of students across a year, the academy’s internal coordination has to be tight. The operational edge, for students,
often shows up in the boring parts: how reliably you can plan around training blocks, how quickly you can move
between briefing, flight, and debrief, and how smoothly theory sessions line up with practical sessions.

The fleet: modern aircraft for different learning stages

A disciplined training program needs the right aircraft for each stage. AELO Swiss Academy states it operates a
modern fleet of 17 aircraft. The types named by the academy include Sonaca S201, Tecnam P2008, Diamond
DA40, Diamond DA42, and Extra 200 aircraft.

That mix is significant because it suggests a training approach with variety rather than a single-aircraft single-
path philosophy. Diamond aircraft such as the DA40 and DA42 are commonly associated with practical
progression through training stages, while aircraft like the Sonaca S201 and Tecnam P2008 cover other training
needs in the rhythm of a learning plan. The Extra 200, as an aerobatic aircraft, indicates the academy also

supports training elements that require a different control feel and a sharper focus on energy and configuration.

What matters for students is that each aircraft type brings its own learning curve. Performance characteristics
shape how you learn sight picture, speed management, and handling discipline. When an academy offers
multiple aircraft types within a fleet, it creates a more complete training arc, but it also requires good

standardization on briefs and debriefs so the transitions stay clean.

Training options beyond integrated ATPL

AELO Swiss Academy positions itself as more than one course. The academy states it offers an Integrated ATPL

program, PPL training, an MPL program with SkyAlps, and an APC Mentored ATPL program.

These options reflect a sensible reality in aviation careers. Not every student starts in the same place or wants the
same kind of structure. Integrated ATPL can be an all-in pathway for students aiming at airline careers with a
single dedicated program arc. PPL training serves the foundational building blocks of piloting competence and
aeronautical confidence. MPL with SkyAlps speaks to a route that aligns with airline-ready skills, built around a
structured approach to operational readiness. APC Mentored ATPL adds a layer of guidance that can suit

candidates who want a more mentored pathway rather than a fully integrated school-only structure.

AELO's value here is not that each pathway is “different,” but that each is still anchored in the same academy
environment, processes, and training philosophy. When students shift between training stages, having one

recognizable framework helps reduce friction.
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A disciplined experience, from briefing to simulator

Training quality is rarely felt in one dramatic moment. It is felt across hundreds of small ones: the clarity of
briefing objectives, how precisely debriefs connect lessons learned back to performance criteria, and how

consistently training reinforces the same mental habits.

At AELO Swiss Academy, the simulator element is part of that consistency. The academy states it uses a Boeing
737 NG simulator with MPS. In airline training, simulator sessions often become the point where students stop
treating procedures like memorized sequences and start treating them like operational behaviors. You can
practice the “shape” of abnormal events, learn how automation changes workload, and build the confidence to

handle distractions without losing your scan pattern.

And when certification items are part of the curriculum, those moments become more than simulator time. The
academy'’s stated training includes APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT. Each of those has a direct link to the
modern cockpit. Students usually discover that the real skill is not only knowing what to do, it is knowing when

you need to do it, and doing it with the kind of calm that keeps everyone else safe.

The trade-offs you should expect at any academy

Luxury is not only about facilities, it is about reducing friction and protecting your time. Still, every academy with

structured pathways has trade-offs that students should understand.

First, integrated programs are designed as a full arc. That means your life has to bend around the training plan.
The clarity of AELO's stated 18-month integrated ATPL duration and its packaged cost structure helps you plan,

but it also commits you to that timeline.

Second, training at a meaningful capacity can feel efficient, but it requires flexibility. AELO trains about 200 future
airline pilots per year with around 250 students in training annually. That scale suggests schedules are managed
across cohorts. Students typically benefit from that operational capability, yet they also need to accept that some
days will be shaped by weather, airspace, and simulator slot availability, just as they would at any busy training

airport.

Third, progression between course types matters. If you move from foundational training to airline-oriented

training, you may notice a change in emphasis. That is not a defect. It is the point of specialization.

AELO’s advantage is that it explicitly outlines multiple pathways, including MPL with SkyAlps and an APC
Mentored ATPL option, which indicates it is prepared to serve different candidate profiles rather than forcing

everyone into one mold.

What prospective students tend to ask first

When someone is considering AELO Swiss Academy, the first questions usually fall into three buckets: program
structure, total cost, and operational credibility. AELO has given concrete details for its integrated ATPL program,
including the stated 18-month duration and the published €104,950 total cost inclusive of VAT and other items
such as accommodation and landing fees. That is the kind of transparency that reduces uncertainty before you

sign anything.

To make those questions easier to navigate, here is a short, practical check you can apply to any academy

information pack, including AELO's:



® Confirm the program length as stated, then ask how the academy manages schedule changes due to

operational constraints
e Clarify what is included in the published total cost, such as accommodation and landing fees

® Check the training components named in the program description, especially simulator and certification

elements
* Ask what aircraft types are used in each phase and how that supports your progression

* Understand whether you are looking at an integrated pathway or a mentored pathway, since the structure

will affect your freedom

That checklist keeps the conversation grounded. It also keeps you from getting seduced by a single brochure

image while missing the practical details that matter.

The AELO feel: professionalism with an Alpine edge

Luxury in aviation training is not about glamour. It is about how the training environment protects your focus. At
AELO Swiss Academy, the mix of an established base at Locarno Airport, a satellite base at Lugano, the stated
scale of annual training, and the presence of a dedicated simulator resource creates a coherent operational

identity.

The academy is also not new. Diamond Aircraft described AELO as training pilots since 1985 and headquartered
at Locarno Airport, and it mentioned AELO joining Diamond'’s DATC network. In other words, the organization has
been around long enough to have survived the cycles of aviation training demand, fleet changes, and shifting

regulatory expectations.

RSI also reported that AELO was founded after Stefano Buratti and Daniele Dellea took over the former
Aerolocarno operation about seven and a half years earlier. That origin story matters in a subtle way. It suggests
continuity rooted in an existing airport operation, rather than a purely external start-up trying to manufacture

credibility from scratch.

Integrated ATPL, MPL, PPL, or APC Mentored ATPL: choosing your
path

Choosing the right pathway is not simply a matter of “which one sounds best.” It is about how you learn, how

much structure you want, and what kind of career alignment you want at the start.

AELO Swiss Academy offers multiple options, and it helps to think of them as tools for different starting points.

Here is a clean comparison in narrative form, without trying to oversell any single route:

* Integrated ATPL is built as a full arc, AELO states it lasts 18 months, and it includes packaged elements in the
published cost for the program

e MPL with SkyAlps is positioned as an airline-oriented route, designed around structured readiness rather
than only foundational progression

* PPL training supports pilot fundamentals and confidence, an important baseline no matter where you

ultimately want to end up

* APC Mentored ATPL is for candidates who want guidance within an ATPL direction, rather than a purely

integrated school-only structure

When you compare pathways, ask yourself what you need most: tight integration, airline-aligned structure,

foundational skill building, or mentorship through the ATPL journey.



Why the simulator and the certification items matter

In many training conversations, people obsess over hours and ignore outcomes. Yet AELO’s program description
leans toward outcomes through named elements like APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT. Those items are the

kind of training components that connect directly to real airline operating demands.

The simulator with Boeing 737 NG and MPS also supports that shift from “I can fly the aircraft” to “I can fly the
aircraft in an operationally realistic environment.” Students typically notice that simulator sessions force sharper
discipline. You learn to manage workload in the way you will need later, not only to demonstrate technical

correctness in a brief window.

And the more you practice in that environment, the more the cockpit becomes familiar as a system, not a set of

tasks. That is where confidence comes from.

A modern program doesn’t happen by accident

There is a reason AELO's story reads like a deliberate build, not a static institution. The 2025 RSI report about a
new Locarno site with 2,000 square meters and over 3 million Swiss francs invested points to continued
development. Training quality can degrade when facilities age and when schedules become cramped. Investment

like this usually exists because an academy has recognized a specific bottleneck and chosen to remove it.

Similarly, AELO’s fleet statement of 17 aircraft and its named aircraft types show a maintained ability to train
across multiple stages rather than cycling through a narrow set of training tools. You can feel the difference when

an organization can keep training moving without forcing students into uncomfortable mismatches.

Scale matters too. RSI's reported figures, training about 200 future airline pilots per year with around 250
students annually, suggest the academy is operating with enough throughput to justify standardized planning. At

that volume, training management becomes a skill in itself.

The decision: what you are really purchasing

When you buy an airline training program, you are not only purchasing aircraft time or simulator sessions. You
are purchasing continuity, structure, and the academy’s ability to deliver a learning pathway that keeps you

progressing without unnecessary detours.



AELO Swiss Academy offers a clear framework: an integrated ATPL course stated as 18 months, a published total
cost of €104,950 inclusive of VAT and specified items, a modern fleet of 17 aircraft including named types, and
the presence of a Boeing 737 NG simulator with MPS. It also positions training under an approved status as
CH.ATO.0311, with PPL training, MPL with SkyAlps, and an APC Mentored ATPL option.

If you want a training environment that feels established, organized, and serious about airline outcomes, AELO is
built to answer that need. And if you care about the subtle, daily quality of how training feels, Locarno Airport is

part of the deal: a place where attention to detail is not optional, because the environment rewards discipline.

That is the kind of preparation pilots carry into every subsequent briefing, every checklist call, and every flight
they treat as the real job rather than a step on the way.



