
A Practical Guide to Metal Roofing Options for
Your Home

Why Metal Roofing Deserves a Second Look
For decades, asphalt shingles and clay tiles dominated the residential roofing market. But if
you have been watching the industry over the last ten or fifteen years, you have seen metal
roofing options move from a niche choice to a mainstream contender. I have worked on
enough roofs in Central Texas to tell you that the shift is not just about fashion. It is about
performance in a climate that tests every material.

When people ask me about metal roofing options, they usually want to know two things: how
long will it last and what will it cost. Those are fair questions, especially if you are used to
replacing asphalt shingles every twenty years. The honest answer is that metal roofs, when
installed correctly, can last forty to seventy years. That is a different conversation entirely from
what most homeowners grew up with.

Standing Seam vs. Corrugated: The Two Main Families
If you are looking at residential metal roofs, you will quickly run into two distinct styles:
standing seam metal roofing and corrugated metal roofing. They look different, they perform
differently, and they suit different kinds of homes.

Standing seam metal roofing uses panels that run vertically from the ridge to the eaves. The
seams between panels rise above the surface, creating a clean, modern look. The fasteners are
hidden beneath the seams, which matters for two reasons. First, it reduces the chance of leaks
at the fastener holes. Second, it allows the panels to expand and contract with temperature
changes without buckling. That is a big deal in a place like Austin, where summer heat can
push roof surface temperatures well over 150 degrees.

Corrugated metal roofing is the older, more utilitarian cousin. You have seen it on barns and
sheds for generations. The panels have a wavy profile that adds strength, and the fasteners go
through the tops of the waves. It costs less than standing seam, but it does not hide the
fasteners, and the exposed screws can become a maintenance point over time. That said, for a
modern farmhouse or a workshop, corrugated can look right at home.

Which Metal Should You Choose?
Beyond the panel style, you have to pick the actual material. This is where the decision gets
interesting. Each metal brings its own balance of cost, lifespan, and appearance.

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/metal-roofing


Steel Roofing

Steel roofing, usually coated with zinc or a zinc-aluminum alloy, is the workhorse of the metal
roof world. It is strong, it holds up to hail better than aluminum, and it is the most affordable
option for standing seam panels. The coating that protects steel roofing has improved
dramatically in the last twenty years. Galvalume, a coating of aluminum and zinc, resists
corrosion well. But in coastal areas or places with heavy acid rain, steel can still corrode at cut
edges if not detailed properly.

Aluminum Roofing

Aluminum roofing is lighter than steel and does not rust. It handles coastal salt air better than
almost any other metal. But it is softer, so it dents more easily from hail or foot traffic. In
Central Texas, where hailstorms are a real threat, aluminum needs a thicker gauge to survive.
That pushes the cost up.

Copper Roofing

Copper roofing is the premium choice, both in looks and price. It starts bright and shiny, then
oxidizes to a warm brown and eventually to a green patina. That patina protects the metal for
decades. A copper roof can last a hundred years or more. But the metal roof cost for copper
runs three to four times what steel costs. It is a choice for landmark homes or for details like
bay windows and porch roofs where you want something special.

Zinc Roofing

Zinc roofing is less common in the United States but has been used in Europe for centuries. It
develops a soft gray patina that blends well with modern architecture. Zinc is self-healing to
some extent; minor scratches slowly seal over with patina. It costs about the same as copper,
and it requires a specialized installer who knows how to work with it.

Coatings and Color: What Keeps the Roof Looking Good
The metal itself is only part of the story. The coating on top determines how the roof looks and
how long it resists fading and chalking. For steel and aluminum panels, the standard these
days is a PVDF coating, often sold under the brand name Kynar 500. This is a high-
performance paint that holds its color for decades. I have seen Kynar 500 coatings on roofs in
Austin that still look good after twenty-five years. Cheaper coatings might save you money
upfront, but they fade, chalk, and peel much sooner. In my experience, the coating is not a
place to cut corners.

The Hidden Parts: Underlayment, Insulation, and Ventilation



A metal roof is a system, not just panels on top of rafters. What goes underneath matters just
as much as what shows on top. A good metal roof underlayment provides a secondary water
barrier in case of wind-driven rain or ice dams. It also protects the metal from chemicals in the
decking that can cause corrosion over time.

Metal roof insulation is critical in a climate like Austin's. Without it, the heat radiating through
the metal panels would make the attic unbearable and drive cooling costs through the roof.
Insulation can go between the rafters or above the deck, depending on the roof design. Along
with insulation, metal roof ventilation keeps the underside of the panels from getting too hot.
Proper airflow extends the life of the coating and prevents condensation that can lead to
corrosion from the inside out.

Details That Matter: Flashing, Snow Guards, and Fasteners
Roof flashing is the metal pieces that seal transitions at walls, chimneys, and valleys. On a
metal roof, flashing should be the same material as the panels to avoid galvanic corrosion.
Mixing copper and steel, for example, will cause the steel to corrode rapidly. A good installer
knows how to handle these details.

If you live where snow is a concern, snow guards are a wise addition. They keep snow and ice
from sliding off a metal roof in a sheet, which can damage gutters, landscaping, or cars parked
below. Even in Austin, a few homes in the hill country see enough snow to make guards worth
considering.

Cost and Lifespan: The Big Picture
Let me give you a rough sense of numbers. A standing seam steel roof with a Kynar 500
coating will cost more than asphalt shingles but less than tile or slate. The metal roof cost for
an average home runs somewhere in the middle of the roofing market. The payoff comes in
lifespan. A well-installed standing seam roof can last forty to seventy years with minimal
maintenance. Over that time, you might replace asphalt shingles two or three times. The math
works out in metal's favor, especially if you plan to stay in the house for more than fifteen
years.

Corrugated panels cost less per square foot than standing seam, but their exposed fasteners
mean you will need to check and replace screws every twenty years or so. That is still less
maintenance than a shingle roof, but it is not zero-maintenance as some sales pitches
suggest.

Installation Matters Most



I have seen beautiful metal panels ruined by poor installation. Metal roof installation Austin has
a strong group of experienced contractors, but the skill level varies. A metal roof that is over-
driven at the seams, under-ventilated, or flashed with the wrong material will fail long before
the metal itself wears out. If you are considering a metal roof, pay as much attention to who
installs it as to what you install.

What to Look for in an Installer

Experience with the specific system you choose, whether standing seam or
corrugated.

References from jobs at least five years old, not just last year's work.

A clear warranty on both the materials and the workmanship.

Knowledge of local building codes and wind-load requirements.

Is a Metal Roof Right for Your Home?
Not every house suits a metal roof. If your home has a low slope under 3:12, standing seam
can work but requires special care at the seams. If you live in a neighborhood with strict HOA
rules, you may be limited to certain colors or profiles. And metal roofs are louder than asphalt
shingles in a rainstorm. That sound bothers some people and charms others. You can reduce
the noise with good insulation and underlayment, but it will never be silent.

For homes with steep slopes, modern architecture, or a desire for something that will outlast
the mortgage, metal is hard to beat. The key is matching the system to the house and the
climate. Standing seam with a quality coating in a moderate climate can be a set-it-and-forget-
it roof for two generations.

Final Thoughts
When I talk to homeowners about metal roofing, I always come back to the same idea: a roof is
a long-term investment, not a short-term fix. The metal roofing options available today give you
real choices in material, style, and cost. But the material is only half the equation. Good design,
proper ventilation, quality underlayment, and skilled installation separate a roof that lasts forty
years from one that leaks in ten. Take your time, ask the right questions, and do not let the
shiny surface distract you from what holds it all together.


