
Why Searching for Radon Services Near Me
Matters for Your Home

What Makes Radon a Hidden Threat
Radon is a radioactive gas that comes from the natural breakdown of uranium in soil and rock.
It moves up through the ground and can seep into any home, regardless of age or construction
quality. In the Midwest, where the geology includes significant amounts of shale and granite,
radon levels can be surprisingly high. For homeowners in St. Charles County, Missouri, this is
not a theoretical risk. The EPA has designated much of this region as Zone 1, meaning the
average indoor radon level is expected to exceed the action level of 4 picocuries per liter. I have
seen homes in St. Charles and O'Fallon where the radon level was over 10 pCi/L, which is more
than double the EPA's recommended threshold. The problem is that radon gas has no odor, no
color, and no taste. You cannot detect it without proper equipment. That is why a home
inspection that includes radon testing is so essential when you buy a house or even if you have
lived in your current home for years.

When I first started working in this field, I talked to a family in St. Peters who had been in their
home for over a decade. They had no idea that their basement had radon levels above 8 pCi/L.
They had no health symptoms that they connected to radon, which is typical because radon's
health effects - primarily lung cancer - take years to develop. The only way they found out was
through a routine radon test during a home sale. That test changed their perspective entirely.
They realized that searching for "radon services near me" was one of the most important steps
they could take for their family's health. That phrase, "radon services near me," is something I
hear more and more often as awareness grows, and it points to a critical need: finding local
experts who understand the specific soil and housing conditions in your area.

The Role of Proper Radon Testing
Radon testing is not something you can shortcut. There are short-term tests that last two to
seven days, and long-term tests that run for three months to a year. The EPA recommends
starting with a short-term test, but if you are in a hurry - say, during a real estate transaction -
you can use a continuous radon detector that gives hourly readings. However, the most reliable
approach is to hire a professional who knows how to place the radon detector correctly. The
device needs to be in the lowest livable level of the home, away from drafts, heat sources, and
exterior walls. I have seen homeowners place a test kit on a shelf in their finished basement,
but the shelf was right above a sump pump opening. That test gave a false reading because
the detector was too close to a major entry point for radon gas. A professional radon tester
from a company like Air Sense Environmental knows to avoid these pitfalls. They also



understand the seasonal variations in St. Charles County. In winter, when homes are sealed
tight, radon levels can spike. In summer, open windows may lower readings temporarily. A
single test in July might give you a false sense of security.

For homeowners in Wentzville, where newer developments often sit on expansive clay soils,
the radon risk can be different from older neighborhoods in St. Charles city. The geology
changes within a few miles. That is why "radon services near me" is not just a convenience
phrase; it reflects the need for local knowledge. A company that only operates in one part of
the state may not know that the soil in St. Peters has a higher permeability than the soil in
O'Fallon, which affects how quickly radon moves into a home. Local radon services bring that
experience to every test and every mitigation project.

When Testing Reveals a Problem: Radon Mitigation
If your radon test shows a level at or above 4 pCi/L, the next step is radon mitigation. This is
not a DIY job. The most common and effective system is called sub-slab depressurization, also
known as soil suction. It works by creating a vacuum under the concrete slab of your basement
or crawl space. A radon vent pipe is installed through the slab, connected to a radon fan that
runs continuously. The fan pulls radon-laden air from beneath the house and exhausts it safely
above the roofline, where it dilutes into the outdoor air. The system is simple in concept, but
the installation requires careful planning. The location of the suction point matters. The fan
must be sized correctly for the square footage and soil conditions. The vent pipe must be
routed so that it does not create a tripping hazard or an eyesore. And the system must include
a manometer - a small gauge that shows whether the fan is working. I have seen homeowners
try to seal cracks and openings in their foundation without addressing the pressure difference
that draws radon in. That approach rarely works. The radon will find another path, often
through floor drains, sump pits, or the gap between the wall and the slab.

A properly designed mitigation system can reduce radon levels by 99 percent or more. I worked
on a house in O'Fallon where the initial reading was 12 pCi/L. After installing a sub-slab
depressurization system with a high-quality radon fan, the level dropped to 0.8 pCi/L. The
homeowner was relieved, but they also had to maintain the system. The fan needs to run 24/7,
and the manometer needs to be checked periodically. Some fans last five to seven years;
others last longer. When the fan fails, radon levels can bounce back quickly. That is why
ongoing radon services near me are valuable. You want a local company that can respond fast
if your system stops working. Air Sense Environmental, for example, offers maintenance
checks and can replace a radon fan or repair a vent pipe that has been damaged by weather or
construction work. They also test the system after installation to confirm it is performing
correctly.

https://stcharlescountyradon.com/


Choosing a Radon Professional
Not all radon services are equal. Some companies offer testing but not mitigation, or vice
versa. Others may try to sell you a mitigation system before they have even done a proper test.
The best approach is to work with a company that does both testing and mitigation, because
they understand the full picture. They can interpret the test results in the context of your
home's construction and the local soil. They will also be certified by the National Radon
Proficiency Program (NRPP) or an equivalent body. In Missouri, there is no state licensing
requirement for radon professionals, so certification matters. Ask potential providers about
their experience with homes in St. Charles County specifically. How many systems have they
installed in St. Charles, O'Fallon, St. Peters, or Wentzville? Do they have references from recent
jobs? A good company will be happy to share that information.

I also recommend getting a second opinion if the first test gives a high reading. Sometimes a
short-term test can be affected by unusual weather, such as a sudden drop in barometric
pressure that pulls more radon out of the soil. A follow-up long-term test gives a more accurate
picture. If the level is still high, then mitigation is the right step. But do not delay. Radon
exposure is cumulative. The longer you wait, the higher the risk.

What to Expect During Mitigation Installation

The installation of a mitigation system usually takes one day. A crew will drill a hole through
the basement slab, excavate a small pit under it, and insert a pipe. They will mount a radon fan
on the exterior of the house or in an attic or garage, and run the vent pipe to a point above the
roofline. The work is not disruptive, but it does create some dust and noise. Afterward, the
crew will seal the pipe penetration and test the system. They should also conduct a post-
mitigation radon test to confirm the level has dropped. That test should be done at least 24
hours after the system is turned on, but many experts wait a few days to let the soil stabilize.

One detail homeowners often overlook is the electrical cost of running a radon fan. A typical
fan uses about 60 to 90 watts, which is similar to a light bulb. Depending on local electricity
rates, that adds roughly $60 to $100 per year to your electric bill. That is a small price for
reducing your family's lung cancer risk, but it is still worth knowing. Also, the fan should have a
warranty of at least five years. Some manufacturers offer longer warranties. Keep the
paperwork, and make sure the installer registers the warranty.

Radon and Real Estate Transactions
If you are buying or selling a home in St. Charles County, radon testing is a standard part of the
home inspection process. Buyers often ask for a radon test as a contingency. Sellers who have
already tested and mitigated their homes have a clear advantage. They can show the buyer a



report showing low radon levels, which removes a potential deal-breaker. In my experience,
homes with a working mitigation system sell faster and often at a higher price than
comparable homes without one. The key is to have documentation. Keep the test results and
the maintenance records for the system. If you are the seller, having that paperwork ready can
reassure the buyer that the problem has been handled professionally.

For buyers, do not skip the radon test just because the home is new or the seller says they have
never had a problem. Radon can be present in any home. I have tested brand-new homes in
Wentzville that had levels over 6 pCi/L because the builder did not install a passive radon
system, and the soil had high radon potential. The cost of testing is small compared to the cost
of a mitigation system, and it gives you peace of mind. If the test shows a high level, you can
ask the seller to install a system or negotiate a credit. Either way, you are protected.

Final Thoughts on Local Radon Services
Living in St. Charles County means being part of a community that is proactive about health
and safety. The local schools, parks, and neighborhoods are great, but the ground under our
homes has a hidden risk that we cannot ignore. The phrase "radon services near me" is more
than a search query. It is a call to action for every homeowner in St. Charles, O'Fallon, St.
Peters, and Wentzville. Whether you need a simple radon test or a full mitigation system,
working with a local expert like Air Sense Environmental ensures that the job is done right, with
equipment and techniques suited to our specific conditions. Radon is a serious issue, but it is
also a solvable one. With the right testing, a well-designed mitigation system, and ongoing
maintenance, you can keep your home safe for years to come.


