
How to Pick a Tarot Deck That Fits Your Reading
Style
Choosing a tarot deck is a personal decision, and the right one can make your readings feel
more intuitive and meaningful. With so many decks on the market, it helps to know what to
look for based on how you actually read. Whether you are just starting out or adding to a
collection, the process comes down to matching the deck's artwork, structure, and energy with
your own approach. Here is a practical guide to finding a deck that works with your reading
style.

Understand Your Reading Style First
Before looking at decks, take a moment to think about how you read. Do you rely heavily on the
traditional meanings of each card, or do you prefer to let the images speak to you directly?
Some readers follow the Rider-Waite-Smith system closely, while others use the cards as
prompts for free association. Your style will point you toward decks that either reinforce that
structure or challenge you to expand it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVWYnEYBfyU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVWYnEYBfyU


If you are a beginner, a deck that sticks close to the classic Rider-Waite-Smith imagery can help
you learn the meanings faster. If you have been reading for a while, you might enjoy a deck that
reimagines the archetypes in a fresh way. The key is to be honest about how much structure
you want the deck to provide.

Consider the Art Style and Imagery
The artwork is not just decoration. It carries the symbols, moods, and stories that you will
interpret during a reading. Some decks use bright, detailed scenes with many elements to
explore. Others keep the art minimal, with simple shapes and muted colors. Neither is better,
but one will likely feel more natural to you.

Think about what kind of visual language you respond to. If you like to read the story in each
card, a deck with rich, narrative scenes might suit you. If you prefer a more meditative or
abstract reading, a deck with clean, symbolic images could work better. Look at sample
images online before buying. Many readers find that the deck that catches their eye also reads
best for them.

Check the Deck's Structure and System
Not all tarot decks follow the same structure. The classic 78-card system with 22 Major Arcana
and 56 Minor Arcana is the most common, but some decks reduce or expand the number of
cards. Some decks also rename the suits or change the court cards. If you are used to reading
with wands, cups, swords, and pentacles, a deck that swaps them for elements like fire, water,
air, and earth can still work if you understand the correspondence.



Before committing, read the deck's guidebook or description to see if it follows a system you
know. A deck that changes the card names or numbers without warning can throw off a
reading if you rely on traditional associations. On the other hand, if you enjoy a more freeform
approach, a deck with its own system might be exactly what you need.

For readers who want a structured starting point, the Tarotfans tarot deck guide offers a
breakdown of popular decks by their system and art style. It can help you compare options
without having to guess.

Evaluate the Card Stock and Size
The physical feel of the cards matters more than you might expect. Deck thickness, finish, and
size affect how easily you can shuffle, spread, and handle them. A deck with thin, flimsy cards
may stick together or bend over time. Thick, stiff cards can be hard to shuffle, especially if you
have smaller hands.

Most standard decks are about 2.75 by 4.75 inches, but sizes vary. Some decks are larger,
which can make them harder to handle but easier to see the details. Others are smaller and
more portable. If you plan to take your deck to gatherings or read in cafes, a compact size may
be better. If you read mostly at home, a larger deck can be a treat.

The finish also matters. Matte cards tend to slide less and feel smoother during shuffling.
Glossy cards can be stickier and show fingerprints more easily. If you can, try to handle a deck

https://tarotfans.com/


before buying, or read reviews that mention the card stock. A deck that feels good in your
hands will make you want to use it more.

Look at the Guidebook and Companion Materials
A good guidebook can help you learn a deck's unique language. Some decks come with
detailed books that explain the symbolism, the artist's intent, and suggested spreads. Others
include only a small pamphlet with basic meanings. If you are new to a particular deck, a
thorough guidebook can be a real help.

Check whether the guidebook matches the way you learn. Some readers prefer a book that
gives a paragraph per card, while others like spreads and exercises. If the deck's companion
material is not available in your preferred format, you might struggle to connect with the cards.
Many decks also have online resources, but having a physical guidebook can make the
learning process more enjoyable.

Trust Your Gut, But Do Your Research
There is something to be said for choosing a deck that calls to you. Many readers report that
the deck they felt drawn to ended up being their best tool. That instinct often reflects a deeper
resonance with the deck's energy or symbolism. Still, it pays to look into the deck's reputation
and reviews before buying. A deck that looks beautiful in photos might not read as well in
practice.



Read reviews from other readers who share your style. If you are a detail-oriented reader, look
for reviews that mention how the cards handle in readings. If you read intuitively, look for
feedback on whether the deck inspires new interpretations. The Tarotfans tarot deck guide is
one place to find such reviews and comparisons, helping you narrow down your options
without being overwhelmed.

Consider Your Intended Use
How you plan to use the deck can also guide your choice. If you read for others, you might
want a deck that is easy to shuffle and has clear, readable images. If you use the cards for
personal reflection or journaling, a deck with thought-provoking art and a smaller size might be
better. Some decks are designed specifically for meditation or shadow work, with darker
themes and challenging imagery.

Think about the tone of your readings. A deck with gentle, uplifting art may suit readings
focused on hope and encouragement. A deck with stark, raw imagery might be better for deep
introspection. Matching the deck's tone to your typical reading context makes the experience
feel more coherent.

Start with One Deck and Learn It Well
It can be tempting to buy several decks at once, especially when you are excited about tarot.
But spreading your attention across too many decks can slow your progress. Most readers find
that working with one deck for a few months helps them build a strong connection. You learn
the cards' personalities, the little details in the art, and how the deck speaks to you.



Once you feel comfortable with one deck, you can add another that offers a different
perspective. Having two or three decks that complement each other can enrich your practice
without causing confusion. Over time, you will develop a sense of which decks suit which
readings, and your collection will grow naturally.

Choosing a tarot deck is not about finding the "best" one. It is about finding the one that fits
your reading style, your hands, and your intentions. By considering the art, structure, physical
feel, and guidebook, you can make a choice that supports your practice for years to come.
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