
Ordering a desk online sounds like a straightforward task—pick a style, choose a size, and click the order button.
But anyone who’s ever tried setting up a functional workspace knows that when you skip the measuring step or
rush through it, things can quickly go sideways. A desk that's too big can block door swings or leave no room for
your chair to move back comfortably. One that's too small can put your equipment in awkward positions and
reduce productivity. Trust me, after nine years fitting office furniture showrooms and homes, there’s nothing worse
than a desk that doesn’t fit the space or the user’s workflow.

Before you jump on sites like mrq.com or any other online seller, let’s break down what measurements you
absolutely need, how to take them, and why these details matter. Plus, a quick nod to the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) guidelines because ergonomics isn’t just a buzzword — it’s key to staying
comfortable and injury-free.

1. Why Measuring is More Important Than You Think
Decorating your home or office with a sleek desk? Not so fast. It all hinges on proper sizing. The quadruple
threat to a good desk choice includes:

Inaccurate floor space estimation

Ignoring obstacles like door swings, heater vents, or radiators

Using a desk too shallow or too deep for your work equipment and tasks

Not leaving enough clearance behind your chair

OSHA advises that workstations meet minimum ergonomic standards to avoid strain. And while OSHA’s guidelines
target workplaces, they’re gold for home setups too.

2. Essential Tools You’ll Need
Before you start, the truth: you can’t just eyeball it. Here are your must-have tools to get accurate measurements:

Tape Measure: A sturdy 16-25 foot tape measure is ideal to measure floor space, wall lengths, and clearance
areas. Keep one in your drawer — you never know when it comes in handy.

Simple Floor Plan Sketch: A hand-drawn sketch with measurements helps visualize where everything goes.
This doesn’t need to be fancy — just a bird’s-eye view indicating walls, doors, windows, outlet positions, and
furniture footprints.

3. Step One: Measure the Floor Space & Identify Obstacles
This is the starting line. Use your tape measure to note the total available floor space where the desk will go. Then,
highlight potential obstacles that could affect desk placement:

1. Wall length: Measure the wall or corner space where the desk will sit.

2. Door swings: Watch for doors that open into the desk area and block movement; this is an all-too-common
trap where corners get bumped repeatedly.

3. Outlet placement: Always note where power outlets and USB ports are located. It’s annoying to have your
desk blocking outlets or forcing you to use long extension cords. The outlet placement for desk setup affects
not just convenience but safety.



4. Windows and lighting: Avoid positioning monitors opposite bright windows to reduce glare, which can
cause eye strain. This is a pet peeve of mine in office setups — don’t place your screen in front of a bright
window and then blame your monitor’s brightness.

5. Heating and cooling vents, radiators, or low bookshelves: These can also limit desk size or location.

On your floor plan sketch, mark outlet placement for desk these spots clearly. It’s worth taking photos or even
measuring from outlets to the wall edges to get precise distances. This helps when looking at desk width and
depth options online.

4. Measure Desk Width and Depth Thoughtfully
Next, consider the size of the desk itself. Desk width and depth should match your equipment and primary
activities:

Desk Width: This is how much horizontal space the desk takes up across the room. If you have multiple
monitors or need space for paperwork, wider means better. But beware of grabbing a 72-inch desk just
because it "looks nice"—if your room is only 8 feet wide, that leaves very little space to move.

Desk Depth (front to back): This depends on your monitor sizes and whether you use a keyboard tray,
writing area, or other gear. 24-30 inches depth is common, but for multiple or large monitors, deeper desks
are often necessary.

Pro tip:

When you see monitor size online, the measurement is diagonal, NOT actual width or height. For example, a "27-
inch" monitor might be roughly 24 inches wide and 14 inches tall. Measure your current monitor’s width and
height or check manufacturer specs to ensure it fits comfortably on the desk surface without crowding.

https://inchesguide.com/how-much-space-do-you-need-for-a-comfortable-home-gaming-setup-a-measurement-guide/


5. The Make-or-Break Measurement: Chair Clearance
Never, ever underestimate the space your chair needs. This is the one factor that ruins many setups because the
desk can be perfectly sized, but if you can’t pull the chair back comfortably, you’re stuck with a cramped, unusable
space.

Key points on chair clearance:

Measure the depth of your office or task chair when pushed under the desk and when pulled backward for
sitting down. The latter should be your minimum clearance behind the desk.

Add about 18-24 inches behind the desk surface to allow for chair movement. This depends on chair size and
if your floor is carpeted or hardwood (chairs roll easier on hard surfaces).

Remember to leave enough space to stand up without hitting walls, radiators, or bulky furniture behind the
desk.

Ignoring chair clearance not only hurts your comfort but can violate OSHA ergonomic best practices, which
emphasize proper posture and movement freedom.

6. Putting It All Together: Sample Measurement Table
Measurement Recommended Range Notes Floor Space Length (Wall Width) Varies by room Measure wall or
corner intended for desk Floor Space Depth Minimum 36 inches Allows for desk depth and chair clearance
combined Desk Width 24” to 72” (2 to 6 feet) Reflects equipment and paperwork needs Desk Depth 24” to 30”
common; up to 36” for multiple monitors Monitor size/keyboard tray influence this Chair Clearance (Pull-back
Space) 18” to 24” behind desk front Allows free movement when sitting down or standing Outlet Distance from
Wall Edge Note exact location Essential for cable management and power access

7. Final Tips Before Ordering
1. Double check your measurements: I always encourage clients to measure twice, or better yet, tape out the

desk dimensions on the floor with painter’s tape. This physical footprint helps avoid surprises.



2. Think about accessories and future needs: If you plan on adding a printer, external drives, or gaming
consoles (you never know, maybe some downtime on mrq.com), factor that into desk surface area.

3. Contact the seller if unsure: Online companies usually have support teams who can help you understand
exact desk specs.

4. Remember ergonomics: Matching the desk height and chair height per OSHA guidance reduces strain on
your neck, back, and wrists.

5. Don’t block door swings: A classic mistake is pushing a desk corner into a door’s path. Doors must open
fully without obstruction for safety and comfort.

Conclusion
Ordering a desk online without proper measurements is like spinning the roulette wheel blindfolded — you might
hit the jackpot, but chances are you’ll end up with something that doesn’t work quite right. Taking the time to
measure floor space for desk placement, accurately note desk width and depth, plan for outlet placement
for desk needs, and ensure ample chair clearance makes a huge difference in creating a comfortable, productive
workspace.

Keep a tape measure handy, sketch a simple floor plan, and respect ergonomic guidelines from OSHA. That way,
you can confidently order a desk online knowing it’ll fit and function perfectly in your space—whether you’re
working hard or enjoying a quick break at sites like mrq.com.


