
Why Patio Doors Start Pulling Hot Air Inside
A patio door that feels "fine" in the spring can turn into a steady source of hot air by mid-summer.

Texas heat magnifies any poor fit. A door that once closed tightly can begin to scrape, shift, or leave a visible light
gap along the edges.

The usual culprits are weatherstripping failure, a threshold that is out of adjustment, worn rollers on sliding units,
or frame movement that keeps the door from sealing evenly.

Where the draft shows up tells you a lot. A corner gap, for example, suggests movement. A full-edge draft
suggests worn seal material.

An experienced company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

The Fixes That Actually Work First
It is worth starting with the basics. A lot of patio door drafts improve once the hardware is adjusted and the worn
seal is replaced.

Sliding doors often leak because the panel is not riding correctly in the track. A small roller adjustment can make
a big difference.

Worn weatherstripping is one of the most common reasons a patio door starts leaking. When the material is
compressed or cracked, hot air slips through with almost no resistance.

Do not overlook the bottom of the door. The threshold and sweep are easy to miss, but they often account for
the biggest draft complaints.

Some of the most effective fixes are simple: adjust the rollers or hinges, replace worn weatherstripping, clean the
track, and make sure the latch pulls the door tight.

Use sealant where the frame meets the wall, not as a bandage for worn-out moving parts. If the door itself is
leaking, the mechanical fit still has to be corrected.

When A Draft Means The Door Is Failing
Some doors can be tightened up. Others are telling you they are worn Coppell Window Replacement out. The
difference matters.

One warning sign is visible daylight around the edges, especially if you can see it even when the door is latched.
Another is a latch that has to be forced shut.

Foundation movement can also affect patio doors in Texas homes. Even small shifts can throw the frame out of
square and create a leak path that weatherstripping cannot cover.

Not every draft shows up as a strong breeze. Sometimes the clue is a patch of warm flooring, a humid feel near
the threshold, or extra dust on the interior side of the track.

Repeated drafts are often a sign that the door has stopped keeping up with the conditions around it. A repair
may buy time, but it may not solve the underlying issue.
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How To Keep Patio Doors Sealed Through Texas Summers
The best time to deal with air leaks is before the hottest stretch of the year. A little maintenance ahead of
summer often prevents bigger problems in July and August.

Keep the track clean. Debris in the track can stop a sliding door from seating correctly and create a gap that feels
much larger than it looks.

Weatherstripping is cheap compared with energy loss. Waiting until it fails completely only makes the room
harder to cool.

For homes with strong west or south exposure, shade matters too. A door that takes direct sun all afternoon is
under more stress than one protected by an overhang or patio cover.

When the leak will not go away, a trained eye saves time. The real question is whether the door needs a tune-up,
a part replacement, or a new unit.

What To Expect If Replacement Becomes The Better Option
If replacement is the right move, the goal is not only to stop the draft. The new door should seal more tightly,
move more smoothly, and hold up better in Texas heat.

If the door gets hammered by summer sun, choose materials and glass that are meant to handle that exposure.

The installation has to be right. A quality door can still leak if the rough opening is off or the sealing work is
sloppy.

The good news is that most drafts are explainable. Once you know where the air is coming from, the next step is
usually straightforward.


