For many gamers, collectibles are a point of pride—a way to personalize a setup and celebrate favorite games,
characters, and moments. But when space is limited, these cherished items can quickly turn your cozy, functional
gaming nook into a cluttered mess. The key to maintaining a tidy, comfortable setup lies in smart design choices

focused on what you actually use every day, not hypothetical future gear or extensive wish lists.

In this guide, we'll cover actionable tips to prevent collectibles from taking over your small gaming space. We'll
reference trusted resources like DimensionzHub.com, the Chartered Institute of Ergonomics & Human Factors, and
MRQ, sharing best practices and practical tools like monitor arms and wall-mounted shelves. If you want a gaming

setup that feels spacious, ergonomic, and visually clean, read on!

Design Around Current Gear, Not Future Shopping Lists

Often, gamers plan setups with dreams of future hardware acquisitions—a bigger monitor, multiple displays, a
new console, or a VR rig. While it's exciting to plan ahead, this can result in oversized desks or storage solutions

that don't match your actual daily needs, leading to wasted space or clutter.

Ask yourself: What do | actually use every day? List your current essentials like your primary PC/console,
keyboard, mouse, controllers, headset, and a few select collectibles that bring you joy without overwhelming your

desk space.

DimensionzHub.com recommends tailoring your desk and storage around measurable gear dimensions and daily
workflow. For example, avoid large, deep desks if you're working with a single 24" monitor and one controller—

that depth is better reserved for multi-monitor gaming setups or creative workstations.

Monitor Placement and Desk Depth

Desk depth is critically important for both comfort and space efficiency. According to the Chartered Institute of
Ergonomics & Human Factors, your primary monitor should sit about an arm'’s length away from your eyes—

roughly 20 to 30 inches depending on monitor size and resolution.

Why does this matter? If your desk is too shallow, your monitor will be too close, causing eye strain.

dimensionzhub If it's too deep, you waste precious room that could otherwise hold collectibles or peripherals.

Choosing the correct desk depth and combining it with tools like a monitor arm (which lifts and extends your

screen) allows you to optimize viewing distance while freeing desk surface area below for collectibles displayed


https://dimensionzhub.com/how-much-space-does-a-gaming-setup-really-need/

neatly rather than dumped haphazardly.

Shelf Organization: Wall Shelves Are Your Best Friend

When horizontal desk space is scarce, wall shelves step in to save the day. Mounting shelves above your desk or

on adjacent walls transforms vertical space into organized display and storage zones for collectibles.

Take note of these tips when choosing and arranging wall shelves:

Height & Accessibility: Shelves should be low enough to be reached comfortably without stretching or
standing up frequently but high enough to keep desk surface clear.

Weight Capacity: Use reliable hardware and sturdy materials to prevent shelves from sagging under heavy
collectible figurines or boxed items.

Visual Grouping: Group related collectibles together to create themed displays that reduce visual clutter and

make your gaming space feel thoughtfully designed.

Minimalist Arrangement: Avoid overcrowding shelves—space between items helps them stand out and

makes dusting easier.

MRQ (mrg.com) highlights how good shelf organization in small spaces can enhance both aesthetics and

functionality. Their advice? Consider mixing open shelves with a few closed or glass-front cabinets for collectibles

you want to protect from dust but still showcase.

Floating vs. Bracketed Wall Shelves

Shelf Type Pros Cons Floating Shelves

Clean, modern look
Minimal hardware visible

Easy to arrange in staggered patterns

May hold less weight

Installation requires precise wall anchors

Bracketed Shelves



e Stronger support for heavier collectibles
* More affordable and easier to install

* Visual braces can add industrial decor vibes

® Brackets visible, may disrupt sleek look

® |ess flexible placement options

Keep Desk Surface Clear and Decluttered

Collectibles are fun, but keyboards, mice, controllers, headphones, and other peripherals must remain the primary

players on your desk for comfort and productivity. Declutter desks by using designated zones and storage.
Here are a few strategies:

1. Use monitor arms to move your screen up and away from the desk surface, opening up space underneath

for a compact keyboard, notepads, or a few small collectibles.

2. Designate a corner or side space on the desk specifically for your most treasured collectible(s). Limit it to 1-3

pieces to maintain breathing room and avoid overcrowding.

3. Remove bulky packaging from collectibles and store it in nearby shelves or drawers to keep your immediate

workspace clean.

4. Incorporate cable management tools like cable sleeves, under-desk trays, or clips to prevent cords from

sprawling over your limited space, a major culprit in cramped setups.

Remember Chair Clearance and Movement Space

One aspect often overlooked is chair clearance. You need enough room to pull your chair out and move freely
without knocking collectibles off shelves or desks. The Chartered Institute of Ergonomics & Human Factors advises

leaving at least 24 inches behind your chair for comfortable movement.

If collectibles are arranged too close to your seating area or desk edges, you risk discomfort, damage, and

constantly feeling cramped during long gaming sessions.

Small-Space Ergonomics and Comfort

Your setup isn't just about looks or collectibles—it's a place where you'll spend hours. Ergonomic comfort should

always take precedence, and that starts with mindful measurement and layout planning.
Key ergonomic pointers include:

* Proper Monitor Height: The top of your monitor screen should be at or slightly below eye level to reduce
neck strain.

* Desk Height: Ideal desk height allows your forearms to rest at roughly 90 degrees when using your keyboard
and mouse.

¢ Sufficient Legroom: Aim for clear space under the desk for leg movement without obstructions.

* Good Lighting: Avoid glare on screens by placing collectibles or shelves away from direct light reflection

paths.

DimensionzHub.com encourages using online measurement tools and room planners to test layouts before
buying furniture or installing shelves. You want your setup configured around your physical needs—plus your

current gear and favorite collectibles.



Summary: Achieve a Balanced and Enjoyable Gaming Space
To recap, preventing your collectibles from taking over a small gaming setup boils down to:

* Designing around what you use every day, not future hypothetical equipment

* Factoring in desk depth and monitor viewing distance for comfort and functionality

® |everaging wall shelves and smart shelf organization to move collectibles off cluttered horizontal surfaces
* Maintaining a decluttered desk surface with strategic zones and cable management

® Ensuring sufficient chair clearance and movement space for ergonomic comfort

® Prioritizing ergonomics backed by the Chartered Institute of Ergonomics & Human Factors insights

By applying these strategies, your small gaming space can be both a sanctuary for your prized collectibles and a
practical, comfortable gaming station. Remember: a clean, efficient setup will always outperform one cluttered by

too many objects—no matter how cool they look.

Visit resources like DimensionzHub.com for precise measurement advice, explore collectible storage ideas at MRQ,
and consult ergonomic guides from the Chartered Institute of Ergonomics & Human Factors to create your ideal

setup.

Now, get measuring, organize those shelves, and enjoy a space that's built perfectly for your gaming and collecting

lifestyle!



